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Introduction
Grainne Maguire, Program Leader , Coastal and Wetland Birds, BirdLife Australia

The last few months have shone a spotlight on what the future might look like; having to be nimble enough to respond to
the natur al demergencies& that are occurring, i . e. t he |
remaining vigilant for entry of HSN1 Bird Flu to our shores. While the task of recovering threatened species and ensuring

our secure species remain so, can be hard enough, dealing with emerging threats can pose such a challenge on already
strained capacity and resources. It forces us to evaluate how prepared we are and how well we can detect impacts on

our birds. For example, do we have good baseline information before such events have occurred to then detect and
qguantify the impact of these events? Do we have a strong etwork in place and capacity to adapt our on-ground efforts

or to build resilience in our bird populations so they can come through the other side of events such as this? | think it
reinforces the goals behind our Beachnesting Birds Program, which are not only around recovering currently
threatened species, but have a focus on trying to build a more resilient, appropriately managed and protected coastline,
where threats within our control are mitigat endearlylon&d ab
developing mitigation strategies to avoid compounding impacts. The team for example has been busy developing advice

for a number of coastal armouring and beach management projects occurring around the country. While many of the
decisions made to protect the coastline have people and infrastructure protection as the focus, we are making sure that
decision makers remember that our coast is habitat and if we modify it too greatly, we lose species and we lose natural
resilience.

The team is soon to embark on a number of really important projects, many which have been years in the making. We
continue also to progress important work behind the scenes working with the wealth of data our program volunteers and

land managers submit. It is our data that strengthens our ability to make objective decisions and saying thank you really
doesn€t convey just how much wetheypradgramés equalyas much headras itisthéart,o n s
and the work continues, led stronglyby our community volunteers, to change behaviours in their communities and share

their knowledge and connection with the birds among their peers. There are many heartening stories in this edition that
highlight this critical role and the value of those conversations we have either on the beach or in the classroom or at an
event stall. Bit by bit, wespread that care for the coast and achieve wins that take us closer each day to the big changes.
Don€t forget that as waveWillsaedhecatsimactiorabefore durevery eyes,ramdeve will see a lot

of nest and chick failures, but the effort remains strong, we are taking those steps towards the bigger wins, and in some
areas, we are making faster progress towards where we need to be to secure our coastal habitats and birds Next May

we will take the time to talk about this and review and celebrate our progress with our National Beachnesting Birds
Conference, to be held in Goolwa. We hope to see youthere and i f you can€&€t make it, t1l
and potentially view some of the presentations.



Volunteer, Kirsty Anderson
Kirsty Anderson, Volunteer, Denmark, WA

In 2016 John and | retired to Denmark on the beautiful South Coast of WA.
We soon joined the Denmark Bird Group (DBG) as we love birds and bird
watching.

As members of DBG we undertook shorebird surveys in and around the
Wilson Inlet and were part of a project to establish a bird sanctuary at the

mouth of the Wilson Inlet. | also regularly walk along Ocean Beach and
Lights Beach and am familiar with the loal Hooded Plovers and other beach
nesting birds that frequent these beaches.

In the spring of 2023, BNB Officer, Lisa Nicholson introduced herself and the
BNB project to eager citizen scientists and bird watchers in Denmark of
which | was one! | decided to become a BNB volunteer and completed all the
required BNB inductions. | wanted to find out as much as | could about these
birds both for my own enjoyment but also so | could share this knowledge
with fellow walkers (as well as those with dogs off leash) to raise awareness
of the plight of these vulnerable birds.

Then came a very special morning along Ocean Beach, when | spotted two
adult Hooded Plovers with no | ess tha
along the wet sand together. What a thrill! Over the next 5 weeks | checked

on the Hoodie family every day and talked with many locals and visitors about theéHoodie story. Most were fascinated,
wanted to learn more and many with dogs helped spread the word until hardly any dogs off leash frequented that end of

the beach.

Kirsty Anderson. Photo: John Anderson.

Sadly, very early on, one of the chicks disappeared, we had
seen Ravens, Pacific and Siver Gulls and snakes in the
area. But | was so thrilled to watch the family through the
rest of the summer down at the Bird Sanctuary where
they could be seen foraging nost days and where the two
chicks eventually fledged.

As a BNB volunteer and ex teacher, | introduced myself to
the local schools and was invited to talk to a number of
classes about this special group of birds and have, with
our DBG team, hosted many school trips to the Bird §
Sanctuary. What a privilege it has been to see these - i3 2 1 : :
students learning to use a pair of binoculars and hear their | Entrance to Bird Sanctury, Mouth of the Wilson Inlet, Denmark.
squeals of delight as they can finally observe these| FPhoto: Kirsty Anderson.

precious little chicks close up for the first time!
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One day in class, a little girl suddenly looked very concerned as we talked
about the birds. | asked her what wq
down to the beach a lot. Sometimes he is not on the lead. That will scare
the birds wit hketheewhat she thought she @uld do a s
about that. She replied, fr wild.l ma
dog on the lead from now on! In fact,| will always take the lead with

me ! TBe more we can educate the next generations about this group of

birds, indeed all birds, the better chance the birds will have of surviving

and hopefully thriving.

This season is underway
with a pair of Pied
Oystercatchers who
have already had a chick hatch and a personal joy seeing my namesake
flagged Hoodie KA, with another adult flagged bird, yet to be identified. We
have also just installed the temporary fence at the Bird Sanctuary, with
help from the South Regional Tafe students!

One of our beloved Ho
chicks. Photo: Kirsty Anderson.

| would like to send a huge thank you to Birdlife and our new BNB officer,
Teagan Knowles and her predecessor, Lisa Nicholson, for their boundless
enthusiasm to save these birds and their habitats, especially our precious | FlaggedHoodie, KA, my namesake! Photo:
Hoodies. Kirsty Anderson.

Meet the Hartneyds!
Jeannie & David Hartney, Volunteers, Friends of the Hooded Plover Bass Coast

Our Hoodie journey started back in early 2021 after moving to our new home at Cape Paterson after 20 years living on

bush acreage in Woodend, central Victoria. Although aware of the existence and plight of Hooded Plovers, we otherwise

knew little about these amazingbirds. As advocates for protecting the natural world after our life in the bush, the call for

help from a local volunteerHoodiemo ni t or prompted Jeannie to act as a ©budc
kick-starting our volunteer journey.

Having moved into a new coastal development at Cape Paterson, we became aware of the human impact that increased
disturbance from the housing development would have on nearby breeding areas. This led to the idea of running an
information session by BirdLie Austr alia for new residents of ©The Capec¢€
attract new volunteers but wultimately |l ed to a very kind
and develop a Hooded Plover Management Plaifor the stretch of coast from Inverloch to Harmers Haven.

Being ©®©newbies& at this caper, we were fortunate to have
Johnson and Steve Blum, both extremely experienced and knowledgeabléloodie people at the Bass Coast. They were
fantastic in building our confidence with monitoring and

grew, we started putting our efforts into raising public awareness through local social media channels, while David took

the initiative to establish the Friends of the Hooded Plover, Bass Coast Facebook Group, which was subsequently
expanded to incorporate the South Gippsland area. With t
range of temporary and permanent signage were rolled out to raise the profile of the birds for people visiting Hoodie



Volunteer spotlight

breeding areas. We have no doubt this work raised the profile of theHoodiesin the local area and helped in the successful
fledglings at breeding areas which were facing increased humantinitiated disturbances and threats.

When Steve Johnson stepped down as the Bass Coast Regional Volunteer Coordinator in 2023 after many sterling years,
David put his hand up to become Beach Team Leader for the Cape Paterson to Harmers Haven area, coordinating a great
team of around 10 voluneers. At this time, along with Jeannie, we set out to build stronger relationships with local
community groups such as the Wonthaggi Life Saving Club and the Cape Paterson Residents and Ratepayers Association.
They have become great supporters of the Hoodie cause along with the South Gippsland Conservation Society,
particularly in relation to supporting our training sessions, raising awareness and the management of invasive weed
species in breeding areas.

Apart from all these ancillary activities, monitoring the Hoodies on the beach remained our passion and we became
committed to regularly monitoring most of the eight local Hoodie breeding sites. We experienced both the highs and lows

of monitoring, from losing chicks just short of fledging, through to following a nest and egg from discovery through to
seeing these resilient birds take to the sky as juveniles. For David, the greaséjoy was having the opportunity to assist in

the banding of a young bird hehad watched for over 70 days after finding the nest, monitoring the nest site and watching
the chick develop into a fledged juvenile with a white
monitoring and managing to get a 17year-old female bird, White AP, to have a fledge at a highly disturbed Harmers Haven

site in 2025, the first at the site since 2015! The season before she had assisted in the-banding of this elderly bird at
Harmers, so there was a close connection.

White DH gjust after release at Wilson Rd west Cape Paterson.
Photo.: David Hartney.

David releasing juvenile White DH at Wilson Rd west,
Cape Paterson, with Kasun. Photo: Jeannie Hartney.




Unfortunately, Jeannie and David are leaving Cape Paterson at the start
this season. They will sadly miss the Id¢abdiecharacters, along with the
great friendships and relationships they have developed as volunteers wi
the Beach Nesting Bird Program. They are hoping to stay engaged in
supporting this wonderful communityased conservation program in some
form in theirnew abode, albeit a long way from the beautiful Bunurong/Ba
Coast.

A final word of thanks to all the fantastic, professional people at the Beac
Nesting Bird team at BirdLife Australia for guiding us on this short but
rewarding journey, with a special mention to the wonderful Kasun
Ekanayake for his guidance, knowledgesdoem and patience as our
Regional Project Coordinator.
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Jeannie holding White AP for banding at
Harmers Haven. Photo.: David Hartney.

Jeannie releasing juvenile White KU, with Kasun at Pea Creek, Cape
Paterson. Photo. David Hartney.

John Cobb dRetiring Volunteer Regional Coordinator, Adelaide Metro Coast
Julia Roetman and Kerri Bartley, Sharing our Shores with Coastal Wildlife ~ Project Coordinators, BirdLife Australia

John Cobb has been an inspiring ambassador for Hooded Plover conservation in the Adelaide Metro region in SA for the
past 13 years. His passion, dedication and strong advocacy work towards protecting Hooded Plovers, especially along the
coast of the City d Holdfast Bay, helped with the introduction of new Dog ByLaws developed in 2019 for the area.

John and his wife Wendy moved to Australia from England 27 years ago when their daughters met and married Aussie
boys so he left his job working in the criminal justice sector to retire in Adelaide (lucky for us!).

John has enjoyed being involved in the outdoors all his life, being a keen mountaineer and sailor for many years and an
avid bird watcher. Becoming involved with the Hooded Plover program was a natural progression for him when he moved
to the Adelaide coad. Have the opportunity to be involved in a worthwhile environmental cause, involving birds, right at
his doorstep was a high motivation.



John&€s favourite bird is t
has the most incredible song and is rarely seen in
Australia, and of course the Hooded Plover is a close
second.

Becoming the Volunteer Regional Coordinator for the
Adelaide Metro region organically evolved over time,
as John€s |l eadership and o
clearly apparent. He has recruited, trained and
supported many new volunteers over the years and
his dedication to the protection of breeding Hooded
Plovers has resulted in many Hooded Plover
fledglings making it through on one of the busiest dog
walking beaches at Seacliff and Brighton in South
Australia (if not Australia!). Thank you, John! He has
also written numerous articles for newsletters, social
media posts and presented at many Community
meetings and events about the plight of the Hooded
Plover. And we must of course also mention Wendy,

L) e ¢ & s John€s wife of 50+ years, W
Wendy & John CaHbdbieSwiniohs atifve ian | SUPpOrtto John and who actively volunteers for the
Adelaide. Photo. Julia Roetman. Program.

John has decided to step down from his role as VRC this year to focus more on travelling, relaxing and enjoying retirement

and is very well deserved. We thank John for all that he has done for the Beaehesting Birds Program and the Adelaide

Metro Hoodiepopul ati on, John&€s devotion and passion for conser
insightful contributions which have helped drive positive outcomes for the birds.

We are fortunate to still have John and Wendy involved in the program, continuing to monitor the breedingHoodies on
their local beach, so it will be great to still see them from time to time.

Thank you, John and Wendy, for your amazing contribution towards raising awareness of the plight of our urban
Hoodies both locally, across the Nation and the Beachnesting Birds Program!



Dustin Georgeson

Dustin Georgeson, Manager of Development & Public Safety, City of Victor Harbor, SA

I work for the City of Victor Harbor as the Manager of De
features stunning beaches and dunes which attract a high level of tourism activity and provide excellent habitat for flora

and fauna (including beach-nesting birds). We are a team of four, including myself, who actively participate in the beach
nesting bird programs on the ground, regularly providing education to the community and visitors to the region.

Alongside us, we are supported by an incredible group of staff across multiple teams who contribute to these programs
and outcomes. This includes our Open Spaces and Biodiversity teams, our Environment and Infrastructure team (who
have been fantastic, paricularly with recent sea wall construction projects) our Communications team, as well as our
Administration, Customer Service, Visitor Centre, and City Activation teams. All these teams regularly assist in delivering
education and raising awareness, helpirg to spread the importance of the overall initiatives.

Having been with the City of Victor Harbor for three years, this opportunity presented a new and rewarding challenge in
which | was keen to be involved. I have a deep connectio
see the undestanding and support our community has shown for these programs.

Our team undertakes regular monitoring and delivers education campaigns focused on the foreshore, where beach
nesting birds play a central role and feature prominently in our work. | believe our strongest impact comes from the way

we engage and communicatewi t h t he communi ty. We€re committed to fai
education and advisory approaches that help build awareness and shared responsibility.

|l €Em fortunate to | ead an engaged and passionate team wh
expectations, responding to concerns, and contributing to the success of our breeding pairs has been both humbling and
inspiring. Seeing the effort, care and collaboration from the team in working with locals, visitors and volunteers alike

makes me extremely proud of the work we do together.

Dogs off lead are one of the biggest challenges we and the birds faceDur region is blessed with an incredible natural
environment, supported by a wellbalanced and responsible approach to environmental governance. However,
managing off-lead areas and the behaviour of visitors remains one of our ongoing challenges. Like mancouncils, we face
challenges with dogs not being kept under effective control, but our consistent regulatory approach and strong
community communication have been key contributors to our success in protecting these vulnerable bird populations.

Working alongside BirdLife Australia and the beachnesting bird program volunteers has been incredibly valuable. Their
knowledge, passion,andongr ound experience compl ement our | ocal eff o
able to achieve. Collaboating with such dedicated volunteers, fosters shared ownership and understanding within the
community, creating a stronger network of care for our coastline and its wildlife. The partnership also provides
opportunities for data sharing, education, and awareness which enhance the effectiveness of our monitoring and
management programs. Together, we€re able to deliver a m
important species.

One of our proudest achievements has been the continued success of our beachesting bird breeding pairs along the

Victor Harbor coastline. Through consistent monitoring, community education, and strong collaboration with BirdLife
Australia and our localw | unt eers, we€&€ve seen i mproved breeding outco
i mportance of sharing our beaches responsi bl y. It€s incr
conscious of their impact and actively supporting protection measures. This achievement really reflects the dedication of

our team and partners, and the positive change that comes from working together toward a common goal.



One of my personal highlights has been withessing the dedication and care of our team and volunteers in action, and
seeing the direct impact it has on the success of the breeding pairs. Being out on the foreshore, engaging with the
community, and watching visitors and locals respond positively to our educational efforts has been incredibly rewarding.
It€s humbling to see how small actions (like keeping dog
make a real di f fialege to beepart ohanpdogramt abids Organisation that supports and works hard to
protect these remarkable birds and their habitat.

L] - ®
CAUTION AHEAD

HOODED PLOVERS ARE CURRENTLY BREEDING

ol

THE FENCED AREA AHEAD IS
A
PROTECTED NESTING SITE FOR THE
4 REATENEB HOODED PLOVER

Dustin Georgeson (centre) with Public Safety Team members Andrew Dabovich (left) and Justin McGrath (right) at the Whalers
Hooded Plover breeding site in Victor Harbor. Photo. Kerri Bartley.
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Plover Appreciation Day

Mel Sheedy, Beach Nesting Birds Project Officer, BirdLife Australia

Every year since 2015, we have celebrated Plover Appreciation Daya day to raise awareness of the plight of ground
nesting plovers around the world. This year, we chose to celebrate the theme of art. To shine a spotlight on plovers, we
invited young peogde to enter our competition and create artworks that capture the lives and struggles of our special little
shorebirds.

We were blown away by the creativity, talent and passion that students poured into their entries and were delighted to
see that the plover love was shared between a range of species, including the Greater Sand Plover, Doubbanded Plover,
Banded Lapwing,Red-capped Plover, Masked Lapwing, Oriental Plover and of course, the Hooded Plover! What a special
way to honour our ten-year anniversary of Plover Appreciation Day!

I f you€d | ike to see more entries to our compdacebbokan oI
Instagram Page

Double-banded Plover Entry, alongside the real thingPPhoto: Dan Lees.



https://www.facebook.com/hooded.plover.birdlife
https://www.instagram.com/hoodedploverbnb/
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Red-capped Plover Entries, alongside the real thingPhoto: Dan Lees.




Behaviour change and
awareness raising

Archie, 12

Hooded Plover Entries, alongside the real thingPhoto: Dan Lees.
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Masked Lapwing Entries, alongside the real thing/Photo. Dan Lees.
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Greater Sand Plover Entry, alongside the real thing! PhotoDan Lees




T

PRI - 22

" Behaviour change and

awareness raising

Mosaics On The Move: An Art Bird Conservation Road Trip, February to July 2025

Jacqui Dawborn, Lutruwita/ Tasmania

Mosaics on the Move was a road trip to say thank you to bird conservationists from Yellingbo, Victoria to Fowlers Bay,
South Australia. The aim was to learn about vulnerable birds and raise awareness of their plight by making mosaics of
them in public places.

Years ago, my friend Karin Riederer from South Australia told me that she was going on beach patrol to check on Eastern
Hooded Pl overs at Maslin Beach. I didn€t really wundersta
shorebirds, and | felt inspired to send her a mosaic gift of aHoodie adult and chick. | was already making mosaics of birds

back in Tassie where | live, but not of Hooded Plovers.

During the Mosaics on the Move road trip, | made about 70 mosaics and 32 of them were Hooded Plovers. My first official
Hoodie stop was with Tash Verspeek and Andrea Dennett from the Bellarine Peninsula. The lagioodie mosaic of the
road trip was given to Zephyr Jones and Anna Taylor on the west coast of the Eyre Peninsula.

T TR SRRy
Zephyr Jones, West Coast, Eyre
Peninsula, SA. Photo: Jacqui
Dawborn.

Karin Riederer, Maslin Beach, Tash Verspeek & Andrea Dennett, Bellarine, Vic.
SA. Photo: Jacqui Dawborn. Photo: Jacqui Dawborn.

| was offering a gift of acknowledgement and gratitude. To add to that, countless members of the public watched me
wor k with curiosity, which |l ed to raising awareness of t

Before | began the project, | envisioned that the mosaic
to information plaques. Or they could be used for education and awareness displays, or just to inspire people to make
their own mosaics of birds.

It turned out that people were happy to receive the mosaics and felt really appreciated for their conservation work. |
realised that they were all connected, and the opportuni
They coufl de a&adhh amtkher t hrough my project. They cared for t

There was no way | could make mosaics for every conservationist on the journey, or acknowledge every threatened bird,
but I could focus on who was referred to me and be led by that. To my surprise, and in return, | was invited on beach
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patrols. | visited national parks and sanctuaries, learned from experts, went on boat trips, visited islands, and was
wel comed into people€s birding | i-Bpettingnd homes. I also be

It is nice for me to know that all the mosaics | gave away are in situ, dotted along the geographic regions of my journey,
linking everyone together.

Closeup of making aHoodle mosaic. Photo. Jacqui
Dawborn.

Jacqui Dawborn, working on a mosaic, Bellarine, Vic. Photo:
Member of the public, published with permission.

For more information go to @Mosaicsonthemove
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Kangaroo Island Hoodie Conservation in the Spotlight

Renée Mead, Beachnesting Birds Project Coordinator, BirdLife Australia

In late October, Renee Mead went to Kangaroo Island to raise awareness of Hooded Plovers, with a community training
workshop which was well attended. The workshop was in Penneshaw, and saw current volunteers attending, as well as
members of the local community with an interest and some who are keen to get more involved in monitoring! This is great
news for Kangaroo Island, given the Island has 21% of the South Australian Hoodie Population! We have a very dedicated
group of 12 citizen scientists who monitorour key sites over the breeding season, so every extra pair of binoculars helps
immensely.

We also had a great opportunity to be involved in a $art community television documentary series about the work of
volunteer organisations in saving and protecting native species on the island. Daniel Clarke, who has won a Walkley
Awar d, and arhaBsbof B €ear, rdcorded the workshop and volunteers on the local beaches. The
documentary will be out in September 2026. There are many different organisations and projects participating in the
documentary. We€re very eameataryaadal theogredt eorkaBirdhife Australbafandt-rieeds af o ¢
the Hooded Plover Kangaroo Island undertake will be showcased.

While there, the volunteers and land managers came together for a Start of Season meeting as well, which was a great
opportunity to plan for the upcoming season. The worksho
Australian Environmental Citizen Science Strategy, with the support from the Department of Environment and Water.

Renee presenting at the Penneshaw workshop, being filmed by Daniel Clarke. Photo. Jean Turner.
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Share Our Shores Exhibition
Zephyr Jones, Student, Elliston, SA
My name isZephyr; | am 14 years old and live in Elliston on the Eyre Peninsula.

| am passionate about Migratory and Beach-nesting Shorebirds and have been actively monitoring them for aboutthree
years. | love to sketch and paint shorebirds, and from my artwork | have created an exhibition to help raise awareness
for them in my area.

| have been working on this project for the lasttwo years as a part of my homeschooling, but | am doing it because | love
shorebirds and can see that they need our help desperately. | have created art works of the 16 migratory shorebirds and
four beach nesting birds | have seen on the Eyre Peninsula. Watercolour is my maimedium, but | have also used other
media such as lino cuts.

Each species also has a large poster containing information on behaviour, habitat, threats, migration movements and
breeding etc, accompanied by a watercolour painting depicting defining features.

| have also put together information leaflets on Migratory and Resident Shorebirds relevant to my area. Printed gift cards
of my watercolour paintings will be available and any proceeds will go toward the protection of Migratory and Beach
nesting Shorebirds.

Details of the exhibition are as follows:
19th December 2025 ~ 20th of February 2026

Elliston Town Hall (Information Centre), Eyre Peninsula S.AExhibition is open whenever the informationcentre is open.

Tell your friendsabout my exhibition and if you are visiting the Eyre Peninsula, please come along and have a ldok

Hooded Plover Poster: Zephyr Jones
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Exhibition Poster (L) and Shorebird threats on the East AsiarAustralian Flyway (R): Zephyr Jones
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Ruddy turnstone watercolour (top left), Great knots watercolour (top right), Eastern curlew watercolour (bottom left) and hoo ded plover linocut
(bottom left): Zephyr Jones
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Red-capped plover post (L) and Reehecked stint poster (R)
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Hoodie Happenings on Eyre
Renée Mead, Beach-nesting Birds Project Coordinator, BirdLife Australia

The last Hooded Plover workshop on Eyre Peninsula was back in 2022 and given Eyre Peninsula has 25% of South
Australia&€s Hooded Pl over population, we need more helop

BirdLife Australia were successful in an Eyre Peninsula Landscape Board Grassroots Grant, which enabled Beaetesting
Bird Coordinator, Renee Mead, to head over to Eyre Peninsula and undertake two volunteer recruitment and training
workshops. The volunteer recruitment and training workshops were in Tumby Bay and Elliston, with both workshops
being well attended, with some participants travelling 2 hours and taking the day off work to attend! Talk about dedication!

We also undertook an onground management workshop in Port Lincoln, and while many sites on Eyre Peninsula are
relatively remote, there are more and more people coming to the coast, which means more pressure on locaHoodies.

So, some sites will benefit from onground signage and fencing. The participants learned about the nuances of installing

t he management ar ofu,ndwia hpmrredtiecn pameastst ating fthere€&€s a |
so many di fferente tlhinregesdeld dtiod nc€otn sriedaelri.sG

While there, the volunteers and land managers came together for a Start of Season meeting, which was funded bthe
Government €€s South Australian Eny withdhe mepott @f the Oepartmerd of Sc i
Environment and Water.

Renee presenting at Redcliffs Workshop. Photo: Rachel Kannussaar.
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October 2025 WA BNB Update

Tegan Knowles, Beach-nesting Birds Project Officer, BirdLife Australia

The breeding season in Southwest WA is off to a promising start, with many nests and chicks being tracked along the
coast. We're thrilled to announce a Hooded Plover fledgling on the Margaret River coastline, significant given the region
recorded zero fledglings last season. The community is celebrating this achievement and is optimistic about the season
ahead.

Our 2.5-year project, Beach-nesting Birds. flagships for
engaging the community in coastal sustainability has now
concluded. Supported by funding through the Western
Australian Government's State NRM Program, the project
delivered notable achievements including strengthened
stakeholder engagement and improved monitoring and
breeding site management.

The project culminated in three regional Beachnesting
Birds Management Plans to guide decisionmaking and
management across the southwest. Where data from the
: : MyBeachBird Portal was available, comprehensive
e : analysis of population size, breeding success rtes,
e . 5 nesting habitat, and local threats informed targeted

Kirsty from Blackwood District Parks and Wildlife Service | recommendations. These plans are now guiding land
participating in recent BNB breeding site management training. managers and project participants in protecting coastal

Photo: Tegan Knowles. habitats and the bird species that depend on them.

We're currently awaiting confirmation on extension funding to expand the WA BNB program and are optimistic about
future outcomes. Thank you to the southwest BNB participants and partners for their continued dedication, passion, and
support throughout this project, and special thanks to Lisa Nicholson for her excellent contributions during the first half
of the project.

Volunteers, land managers and project partners at the launch of the
Capes Regional BNB Management Plan. Photdlex Knowles. managers and project participants in Busselton.
Photo.: Sandra Derschow.
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H5N1 Update

Tanya Loos, Avian Influenza Response Coordinator , BirdLife Australia

You may have seen in the newgthe Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has reported that signs
consistent with H5 avian influenza (H5 bird flu or H5N1) have been observed in elephant seals by Australian scientists
during a management voyage to subAntarctic Heard Island. Samples have been collected and will be submitted to the
CSIRO Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness for confirmatory testing. To date no cases of H5 bird flu have been
recorded in Australia yet, however, as te virus is travelling large distances across the subantarctic region with its
otherwise global range it is likely that it will soon find its way here.

We are asking all our volunteers to assist in the surveillance effort by keeping an eye out for sick or dead birds, especiall
clusters of multiple dead birds. If any seabirds, waterbirds, shorebirds or birds of prey are seen showing the following
symptoms, do not approach or try to handle the bird, but do report it tothe Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800
675 888:

9 incoordination, tremors, swimming in circles
1 twisted necks or other abnormal posture

1 inability to stand or fly

1 sudden death

Additional details on the disease, what to look for and details on the Avoid, Record and Report steps can be found
at https://birdlife.org.au/avian -influenza/

After calling the EAD Hotline, let us know immediately via email tavianinfluenza@birdlife.org.auso we can ensure no

other volunteers head out on site until any testing results come back negative. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding H5 bird f1l u, Tanya Loos, BirdLife Australia€t:
avianinfluenza@birdlife.org.au.

The refreshed avian influenza page has a recording of ane-hour webinar suitable for volunteers, and downloadable
social media tiles for sharing online.

Keen to find out more about possible pathways of H5 bird flu into Australia, global outbreaks or places that may be
particularly at risk of an outbreak due to high numbers of susceptible species? Check out AviFluMaj an easy to use,
online tool that was informed in part by the efforts of our shorebird volunteers! A flyer and a link to the tool can be found
at https://birdlife.org.au/avian -influenza/.



https://birdlife.org.au/avian-influenza/   
mailto:avianinfluenza@birdlife.org.au
https://birdlife.org.au/avian-influenza/
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Shorebird Conservation efforts in Tasmania
Renée Mead, Beachnesting Birds Project Coordinator, BirdLife Australia

A team of four staff from the Coastal and Wetlands Team at BirdLife Australia recently went to Tasmania to talk all
things shorebirds! The team consisted of Coastal and Wetlands Director, Dr Grainne Maguire, Beacimesting Birds
Program Manager, Dr Meg Cullen, Far Eastern Curlew Recovery Coordinator, Liz Gould and Beaehesting Birds
Program Coordinator, Renée Mead. BirdLife, together with the Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service, invited
stakeholders involved in shorebird conservation in Tasmania together far a full day workshop. Ranging from land
managers, NRM staff, local councils, and volunteers from a wide range of local volunteering groups, including BirdLife
Tasmania.

There were three workshops, in Devonport, St Helens and Hobart. Each workshop involved hearing from a range of
different speakers about the local and national efforts to monitor and protect both migratory and beach -nesting
shorebirds. Everyone had an oppotunity to discuss the key threats in their region, reflect on the current monitoring
programs, offer shared support towards conservation initiatives and yes, there was lots of brainstorming and great
ideas shared around the room. It was a great opportunity to meet with and learn from all those dedicated individuals
who work to conserve Tasmania€f€s shorebirds.

This project received grant funding from the Australian

Cradle Coast NRM Water Program Manager, lona Flett, presenting at the Devonport Workshop. Photo: Renee Mead.
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Algal Bloom in SA

Kerri Bartley and Julia Roetman, Sharing our Shores with Coastal Wildlife Coordinators, BirdLife Australia

The Algal Bloom has and is still having a devastating impact on marine life in central South Australia, affecting coastal
areas from the southern Fleurieu Peninsula, northern areas of Kangaroo Island, Gulf of St Vincent and eastern Yorke
Peninsula/Spencer Gulf.

Examples of similar sized algal blooms which have occurred internationally have not been well documented or
investigated, so that impacts to shorebirds are not well understood. We do however have serious concerns around
reduced food prey availability for our shorebirds. Volunteers and staff across affected regions are monitoring the birds
very closely.

We have noticed that Beachnesting birds, like the Hooded Plover, across the affected regions are behaving differently,
flocking well beyond winter and into the peak of their typical breeding season, flagged birds have gone missing, and the
number of nesting attempts are considerably lower at this time of the year compared to previous seasons. Whether the
changes we are already detecting are a direct impact of the bloom or related to another factor, we cannot be certain at
this stage, but we feel that it  likely having some degree of impact. Many of the birds breeding territories are entirely
covered in a thick foam extending all the way to the dune base, leaving little available feeding habitat for these visual
foragers. We suspect this is displacing bids and resulting in flocking, as they wait for their territories to become suitable
for feeding and breeding.

BirdLife Australia have been directly liaising with the head of the Algal Bloom Response Coordination Unit and the team
overseeing the cleanup response. This is due to the potential for clearup activity in coastal zones to have negative
impacts on breeding birds, and to cause disturbance to foraging and roosting migratory shorebirds. Given our concerns
about reduced prey availability and impacts on their habitat, we are particularly concerned about any further disturbance
to shorebirds and seabirds. We are also advocating for increased threat mitigation efforts in areas affected by the bloom
and requesting land managers to provide additional resources to restrict disturbance near breeding sites.

BirdLife Australia has also provided submissions relating to the Algal Bloom event to both Federal and State Government.
We all have deep concerns around seabirds, shorebirds and raptors that are dependent on our coastal and marine

habitats and have provided key recommendations in the submissions. In addition, we have been part of expert workshops
reviewing the species of highest concern and codeveloping a plan for improving monitoring and oRground responses.

We are all hoping this Algal Bloom is over soon and the affected marine species and coastal wildlife have time to recover
and for conservation teams to implement actions to assist in building resilience. It is likely that we will see Harmful Algal
Blooms like this again in future as humaninduced climate change wreaks havoc on our ecosystems. This is a warning
sign that we can learn from to make big changes to protect the ecosystems we love, and for our own health and security.
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Algal Bloom foam blown up on toMaslins Beach September 2025 Photo: Graham Thomas




Science and research

A Citizen Science Dataset Reveals Management Success in Improving Breeding Outcomes in a Coastal Plover
Jasmin Rooks, Honours Student , Deakin University

Il €Em currently completing my honours project as part of
University. Since February this year | have been working a project about Hooded Plovers, using the citizen science data
collected through the beach-ne st i ng bird hub. For this study, | have ana
season 2024/25 for five regions across southeast Australia: Bass Coast, BellarineSurf Coast, Fleurieu Peninsula,
Mornington Peninsula and Phillip Island.

This study looks at the daily survival rates of nests and broods (chicks). A daily survival rate is the probability that a sie
or brood will survive from one day to the next. This stu
who completed her thesis in 2024.

Lucinda Plowman looked at the threat data collected from the beachnesting bird hub in detail and found many of the
threats to be correlated, and that the threats were found in higher numbers on weekends and holidays. This led to the
creation dfuntdlmeg stGer(mm fweekend or holiday).

In total | was able to analyse 2,957 with 2,218 of those considered managed and 744 unmanaged. A managed nest is one
that has any form of management implemented around the nest location (eg: nest signage, rope fence or wardens). My
results indicate that daily survival rates of nests are negatively impacted by fundays, across all regions. Furthermore, as

a nest is exposed to higher numbers of fundays its daily survival rate continues to decrease. | have also investigated the
effects of current management on nests, and have found that management across all regions does help to reduce the
negative effects of fundays.

This study is also the first ever study to analyse the daily survival rates for Hooded Plover broods. Unfortunately, as my
Honours project i sngEt finished yet, I presently don€t I
opportunity to understand whether fundays and management have similar effects on broods, compared with nests. |

hope to share some of the results in the next edition of Word about the Hood.

Hooded Plover chick having a close call with a person on Philljg
Island (luckily this chick was fine and ended up fledging). Photo
Harriet Fallaw.




Juvenil e Hooded A Hooded Plover nest with management implemented (a rope fence
left (Yellow)é€. P and sign nest). Photo: Harriet Fallaw.

Little Tern Listed as Nationally Threatened
Simon Kennedy, QLD Wetlands and Coastal Birds Coordinator , BirdLife Australia

March 5, 2025, saw the listing of the Little Tern as a nationally threatened species, after scientists raised the alarm. The
federal government listed the species as Vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act.

The Action Plan for Australian Birds is a kind of encyc|
updated once a decade. There the authors of the Little Tern chapter of the plan raised the alarm that our adult breeding
population was under 3000 and declining.

It €s i mportant to note that this relates to the Austmali
records is complicated by visiting Little Terns from eastern Asia, (including Japan where they are callecko-agjisashiand

have their own people protecting nesting colonies) and which breed in the northern summer and migrate to Australia as

their bills turn from breeding yellow to non-breeding black, just as the bills of the Australian birds are changing from black

to yellow!
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We often see flocks of Little Terns with black bills during the
breeding season in eastern Queensland. Sometimes these flocks
are present at Little Tern breeding colonies, where they settle on the
shore or a sandbar while the yellow-billed Australian breeding birds
are busy shuttling back and forth to their nests and chicks on a
nearby sand spit. They seem to ignore the breeding activity entirely
but will forage alongside the breeding birds and have even been
observed joining in on colony defence to chae predators away!

As a result, we now count Little Terns with yellow bills and black bills
so that we get a true picture of the size of the actively breeding
population. A blackbilled bird could be a young Australiartborn
Non-breeding Little Terns loaf on a sandbar with | bird or a visitor from Asia, but any Little Tern with a yellow bill seen
Greater Sand Plovers a few hundred metres from an| in eastern Australia during the breeding season (broadly
active breeding colony. Photo: Simon Kennedy. September to January) is assumed to be an adult from our
nationally threatened population.

With an estimated total of around 600 to 700 pairs for each of the two
Australian subspecies, every nest is important and increasing the
likelihood of chicks reaching adulthood is the way to increase these
numbers. The 202425 season saw 13 chicks fledgeffom 30 nests in

North Queensland, which we think is too low to sustain the population, %
but we still need to assess some of the more remote colonies. Theg
Bustard Bay colony near Seventeen Seventy in central Queenslan a
had its best season in several yeas, with 20 fledged from 23 nests!

Increasing Little Tern survival through the fragile
phase before they can fly is likely to be crucial il
their recovery. Photo: Simon Kennedy.




Breeding Biology of Beach Stone -curlews in the Wet Tropics

Paul Fisk, BirdLife NQ Threatened Coastal Birds Volunteer, Q LD

The BirdLife NQ Threatened Coastal Birds project (TCB) began in
2020, focused on monitoring shorebird populations and
investigating the breeding biology of Beach Stonecurlews (BSC).
It has continued to date with considerable volunteer effort.

The BSC work focused on identifying breeding territories and
nests, then follow-up monitoring of any breeding attempts

detected. This included the use of motion cameras. Searching for
these breeding territories was guided by a detailed review of
existing data in accessible databases (completed by Amanda
Freeman).

We identified 8 breeding territories and documented 30
breeding attempts. The data we gathered documented the key
stages in the breeding cycle. For example, we obtained one very
accurate measure of the incubation period (33.4 @ 34.2 days)
which is likely to be close to the minimum period. Fledgling age
was also accurately recorded when a youngster, 71 days old, was
flushed from the undergrowth where it was hiding and flew approximately 50m to the adults, in a very unsteady and
unprofessional manner.
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Nests are a simple scrape in an open area. Photo:
Remote camera

Cameras set up at nests recorded the hatching date and, assuming a 334
day incubation period, we could determine when incubation started. This
revealed that the breeding season in the Wet Tropics starts in the last 2 §
weeks of August with a major peak indetected incubations. This is earlier
than in southern areas which typically starts in September @ October.
Further north, in the monsoon tropics, this changes again with incubations
recorded from June to November.

Anot her critical finding concerns
noted that the young from a successful attempt will stay with the parents, at
least until the following breeding season. Sometimes they may remain in —=& =" =% — — -
the territory for longer periods. We had one young stay with the parents for | Chick (3 aays old) hides near nest. Photo:
three years and three failed breeding attempts, until a successful August Paul Fisk.

nest resulted in four BSC in attendance at the territory until January after which there were consistently three birds.




The new juvenile (right) and 3year-old (in the
foreground). Photo. Paul Fisk
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This behaviour means we can easily determine if breeding has been
successful, to postfledging phase, by surveying territories in the
months between breeding seasons.

Almost everything we know about BSC comes from citizen science
and volunteers. From the late 1980s individuals and groups in
northern NSW have monitored and documented aspects of BSC
behaviour and breeding. More recently, Terry Burgess and others

closely ollowed a breeding pair at Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island. This
resulted in an accurate and comprehensive account of this specied

The TCB project adds to this body of knowledge and, more generally,

: .ﬂm_ reinforces the importance of citizen science to our understanding of

birds.
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Using Aerial Imagery to Find Little Tern Colonies in North Queensland
Simon Kennedy, QLD Wetlands and Coastal Birds Coordinator , BirdLife Australia

North Queensland has dozens of potential Little Tern
nesting sites scattered across 400 km from Bowling
Green Bay to the Daintree, many of which are remote.

Little Terns generally nest where estuaries meet the
Coral Sea, rather than along beach stretches, and
choose sites close to the high tide mark, away from
dense vegetation (although they will nest among
spinifex and native vines). They particularly prefersand
spits but will also use beaches close to river and creek =
mouths.

Cyclones, severe storms and major flooding all ‘
reshape these estuaries, destroying and forming
nesting areas every wet season, which means our
potential nesting habitat is configured slightly
differently each year. Sand spits change shape,
disappear or reform, and beaches widen and narrow.
Google earth imagery can be a year or more out of
date, which means we risk traveling to a site only to find the nesting habitat has been washed away. The solution was to
use the fCop e rhiips:/bowserBataspace.eapanicuseut o i nvestigate i mages <co
2l2AG which collects aeri al i magery every few days. The r
clear enough to see if spits have formed or disappeared. We collected images &ém around 40 locations across the North
Queensland coastsome we know are used by Little Terns, some with historical records, and some that are unknown.
We€ll wuse this information to visit some of offimding moreclitle uar |
Tern colonies particularly any large ones.

Nesting habitat at Murray River in North Queensland. The imager
analysis will enable us to track whether this and other sites still exist
after each monsoon season. Photo.: Simon Kennedy

Tully Headss in North Queensiand. As of October 2025, the image on the left (Google Earth) was 13 months old, while the &ehf
L2-A image on the right was less than two weeks old. The image on the right suggests the spit has grown during that period @
there is more nesting habitat availlable this coming season.



https://browser.dataspace.copernicus.eu/
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Young Fairy Terns On The Move: Long -Distance Movements Revealed by Flag Resighting
Sonia Sanchez, Fairy Tern Project Coordinator, BirdLife Australia

Terns are highly mobile seabirds, with some species travelling thousands of kilometres between breeding and wintering
grounds. The Arctic Tern undertakes the longest known migration of any animal, covering more than 80,000 km each
year between the Arctic and the Southern Ocean. Even species regarded as more sedentary, such as the Caspian Tern,
can show seasonal fluctuations in local numbers, likely responding to food availability, and juveniles sometimes disperse
long distances.

One species of national conservation interest is the Vi/inerable Fairy Tern. Although knowledge of what management
actions help improving breeding success has i mproved, t
ecology and life history, particularly movement patterns and juvenile dispersal.

Banding and resighting records have provided valuable insights. In Western Australia, markrecapture and resighting
study revealed the existence of two subpopulations: a winterbreeding sedentary population in the Pilbara Coast, and a
spring/summer -breeding population that nests from Exmouth to east of Esperance and winters in the Houtman Abrolhos.
In south-east Australia, there is evidence of some long adult movements (>300 km), like an adult banded at the Coorong
and recorded in Port Phillip Bay 1.5 years later, and the Tasmanian population (or some of its individuals) likely migrates
to the mainland in winter. Records of kanded juveniles are more limited, hindering understanding of dispersal and
recruitment.

Recent observations have added to this knowledge though. Following a successful 20225 breeding season on Phillip
Island, Phillip Island Nature Parks and the Victorian Wader Study Group banded 28 Fairy Tern chicks in January 2025.

One of these chicks wasresighted as a juvenile 175 km east at Lake Wellington in July by members of the public, Matthew
and Anthony, and another was recorded at Port Clinton i
volunteer Paul Taylor, approximately 800 km west of the banding site. To our knowledge, this is the longest movement by

a juvenile Fairy Tern on record.

Juvenile Fairy Tern observed at Port Clinton SA on 14August 2025,
banded on Phillip Island VIC in January 2025. Photo: Paul Taylor.

.

- - - — Juvenile Fairy Tern observed at Lake
These records show that juvenile Fairy Terns can travel substantial distances Wellington VIC on 18 July 2025, banded

and that individuals from the same colony can disperse to different regions. | on phillip Island, Vic, January 2025.
Such long-distance movement highlights the need for maintaining a network | Photo: Anthony Madden.



https://connectsci.au/pc/article-abstract/27/1/47/90327/Seasonal-movements-and-metapopulation-structure-of?redirectedFrom=fulltext

