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INTRODUCTION

Dr Grainne Maguire, Program Leader, Coastal and Wetland Birds, BirdLife Australia

2026 has starteavith a whirlwind of activity The program has reached 20 years!!! So many of you baga with usfor the
whole 20 yearsand a number of you prdate this even, having participated in the biennial cogwhich started in 1980!) or
having started fencing nesting sites in a handful of aréhas.best thing is that among all the Ietegm volunteers, are the new
people who keep coming on board each season,l@idg inspired by these amazing birds doydthe equally amazing people
helping them.The team is pulling together some greatlilights of the program over its two decades to share with you soon!

We have recently welcomed two new staff onto the teamnd even the recruitment process itself opens your eyes to just how
many talented people are out there aqdssionate about a career in protecting our coasts and wildlifee of the new roles

has specifically arisen due to the Harmful Algal Bloom in South Austiias & particularly worrying for a suite of shorebird
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most impacted part of South Australiaust be in part to impacts of the bloonfhis role will allow us to expand our monitoring
andi2 O2ftt SO0 FRRAGAZ2Y It AYyTF2NNIGA2Yy (2 0SS |ofS Gzelae§l &S |
unsuitable beach morphology frothe impacts of the bloom.

| hope you enjoy reading this issue, the fantaspotlights on Felicity, Leonie and Aldrin; the exciting new projects delivered in
partnership with Indigenous groups includi@ginditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporatéond Ngarrindjeri
Aboriginal Corporatioras well aghe challenge of threats to our beagtesters including foxes and the devastation they can
have ontern colonies, thechallenges of signs withstanding our dynamic coastal conditenms the potential threat of an
incursionof HSBird FIuL 1 Q&4 A Y ONBRAOGf & KSIFNISyAy3a G2 asSsS (KS adz00Saa
compliance andtrengthen all the work of the volunteers across the co¥# hearfrom Tassie and WhAoodieprograms and

the new and exciting news of a National Hooded Plover Recovery Network/Team being establisbsmimembers can work
togetherto improve collaboration, information sharing and tackling some of the biggest challenges we have to recovery. |
especially enjoyedeadingMark Léi K f S I y Q\na, iRlexiei &ind r®mames given to flagged birds whose fascinating
partnerships and movemenizrovide us with insights but then further questions (!), which leads nicely into introducing our new
student, StephanieVood, who will bebringing together decades of resighting data from various sources to explore key
questions about the demographics of knovage (chicks/juveniles) birds! Things like how long do they live on average, age to
first breeding and lifetime breeding effort and t. This is going to be so excitirgistly, our conference is just around the
corner,and we hope to see many of you there, but if not, we will make available talks to watch online afterwards so that you
can still benefit from the great presentation content!
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STAFF MOVEMENTS

Dr Meghan Cullen, Beaehesting Birds Project Manager, BirdLife Australia |

We have a couple of staff changes since the last newsletter. Kerri Bartley | :

started her new role working alongside the Ngarrindfebioriginal
Corporationto conserve Hooded Plovers and Fairy Terns in the Coorong (r
more about the project further on ithe newsletter). This transition has left alfs=s
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Gitsham. John is an avid birder, with a wealth of experience working in
conservation and land management in South Australia and bey@ma of his
many skills is also wildlife photography and John will be running the
photography workshop at the BNB Conference in May, so make sure you | E
in and say hello. John will be assisting Julia in the Sharing our Shores tea
until Jaruary2027.

Another new member of the team is Jasmin Rooks, who has recently taken up the role as
South Australia Shorebird Monitoring Coordinator. Jasmin completed her Honours degree
in Environmental Science at Deakin University, looking into how the current manatefe
Hooded Plovers impacts their breeding success, using data collected through the beach
nesting bird program. She previously worked for Mycelia, afooiprofit organisation as a
researcher, working alongside Traditional Owners and state agenaiessiscultural

research and partnershigasmin will be coordinating the Migratory Shorebird Counts, the
Hooded Plover Biennial Count and assisting with other shorebird and Fairy Tern monitoring
for the next two yeas.

&l

Introducing Jasmin Rooks!




MEET FELICITY HOFF sy

Felicity Hoff, Volunteer, Yorke Peninsulap@®h Australia

L FY I Y2NB NBOSyl @2tdzyiSSNJ KI gAy 3 R
ably assisted (for the heavy work!) by my husband, Phil. Despite having been o
beaches I now look afteF 2 NJ | £ Y240 cn &SFNARI L RA a

or the Redcaps until my attention was drawn to them by Nanou Cabourdin,
wonderful regional coordinator for the Yorke Peninsula aut8 Australia Nanou
was putting up a fence and signage on the beach in which | reside and | was intri
having not seen this previously.

| initially contacted BirdLife Australia via the signage information and was |
connected to Nanou who expertly guided me through the initial training, data e
and proviced me with the equipmenteededto get started. | have really enjoyeq
getting to know all our beachesting birds along the Levens, Galway Bay and Gal
Cove beaches | look after. | have also expanded my volunteering to a roster
we monitor more remote beaches at the bottom of the Yorke Peninsula, whic
the way, are spectaclar!

On duty! Photo: Phil Hoff.

More recently | have also taken on a role editing and assiaigbf the Word

computer skills,postretirement! | have learnt so much more about our

noticed do have different styles of parenting and behavioand of course

My favourite Hoodie. Photo: Felicity Hoff

gulls, ospreys etc as well. Birds are great!

About the Hood Newsletter. This will be my sixth attempt at helping with the
Newsletter. Doing this work has given me connections with others a great
insight into beach nesting birds in other areas of Australia and kept up my

wonderful birds and have fallen in love with them all. Our chatty Pied and
Sooty Oystercatchers who love a chat on the wing, our Hoodies who | have

the Redcaps who make rocky parts of the reefs on my beaches, their home.
| still love watching our pelicans, cormorants, terns, gannets, silver and pacific

Whilst we witness some sad moments, the joy of helping our birds fledge their chicks can never be underrated, especially t

helping others using the beach, understand the value of these birds and how they too can help.
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Our chatty Pied Oystercatchers. Photo: Felici — —
Hoff. Our resident Terns. Photo: Felicity Hoff.




MEET LEONIE DAWS

Leonie DawsRegional Coordinato¥olunteer, East Gippsland, Victoria

| first joinedBirdLifewhile living in Queensland in the 1990s. Therd s
was privileged to take part in various survey activities including arot_~ = l
the Mackay coastline with the Australasian Waders Studies Grou._
continued to pursue my birding interests following a move =
Mallacoota in 2005 which inevitably led to meeting local legend Bu
Bob Semmens.

Among other things, Bob was involved in erecting temporary fenc
around a Little Tern nesting site so | volunteered to help. Local intet =
really got started following an Introduction to Shorebirds Workshop
Mallacoota in 2014, presented by Grainnedahe BirdLifeteam. This
evolved into a group of us joining the Hooded Plover/Beach Nest
Birds Program.

Our involvement is at two levels: monitoring nesting sites, includi
erecting temporary fencing and signage; and participating in t
Biennial Hooded Plover Count. We mostly focus on the regular nes
sites at local beaches Bastion Point, Davis Creek, Betka Beach a
more recently Quarry Beach. A pair also nests at Seal Creek but| [eonie Daws. Photo: Pam Kohn.
requires a halday trek, by car to Shipwreck Creek and then on fg
the remaining three kilometres to Seal Creek,caw reporting from
there tends to be irregular andpportunistic.

Over time my role evolved into coordinating the group, receiving notification of possible nests, activating a group taigasup
and temporary fencing, placing regular progress updates on local social media to keep the community informed, andithaising w
the BirdLifeteam.

In Biennial Count years we survey sites from Wingan Inlet to the New South Wales border. As well as those who cover the lo
0SIFOKSax 6SQONB F2Nldzy 4GS (G2 KIFGS |y AyidNSBdap ke thidngOremo T ¢
wildernessfrom Wingan Inlet to Shipwreck Creek.

Perhaps the most rewarding aspect of my involvement has been the growth of interest in, and support of, the Hoodiesevithin th
local commumty Dog walkers, for example, now willingly establish alternative routines to avoid disturbance when theebirds a
nesting and | am frequently stopped in the street with
requests for progress reports on the latest nest or chick.

The highlight of my time has been our hero Hoodies. This
pair sat faithfully on a nest at Betka as the 2019 New Years
Eve Mallacoota fire burnt down to the shoreline around
them, persisting through the resulting chaos to successfully
raise two chicks.

It has been a privilege to have the professional support of
the BirdLifeteam who have run a number of workshops here
and have twice taken time to band some of our local
S e _ ; Hoodies which has added to our knowledge of the Hoodies
Our Hero Hoodies! Photo: Leonie Daws. and their relationships. | am also very grateful to BiglLife




Volunteer spotlight

team for assisting me to take part in conferences and coordinator workshops. These have been invaluable in keeping abreast
the latest research, sharing ways and means of working effectively recruiting and coordinating volunteers, and makimgwalued
friendships.



B T L

LAND MANAGER SPOTLIGHT IN GEELONG
Aldrin Woods, Environment Ranger, City of Greater Geeloviigtoria

Q1. What organisation do you work for and how does your organisation work with beaekting birds?

| work for the City of Greater Geelong, an organisation that is strongly committed to protecting endangered beach neésting bir
LI NI A Odzf F NI &8 GKS 1 22RSR tf20SNE ¢gKAOK A& 3IFdzZARSR o0& GKS /[

Each nesting season, the City takes an active role in conservation with dog restrictions in sensitive areas, fox andraleed con
educational signage, media communications and erecting protective fencing around nesting sites to give these vulnerable birds
the space they need to breed successfully. We work closelyBiittLifeAustralia and dedicated volunteer groups and the City

has also created a dedicated Environmental Ranger role to patrol our coastline, educate the public and ensure regulations are
followed.

It is a shared effort driven by a genuine commitment to seeing these birds survive on our beaches for future generations.
Q2. How big is the team that contributes to beagtesting bird conservation?

Protecting beach nesting birds is very much a team effort. Within the City of Greater Geelong, multiple departments eontribut
led by the Environmental Team and working with Animal Management and our Communications team, together to support
conservationgducation and compliance. Beyond the City, we rely heavily on the suppBitdififeAustralia, passionate

@2t dzy i SSNA YR adGFdS I3SyOASad 2A0Kz2dzi GKA&A O2YO0AYSR ST¥TF
possible.

Q3. How long have you been working with beadesting birds and what activities do you participate in as part of your role?

I have worked as a Ranger for 31 years, including the past 8 years with the City of Greater Geelong and working with beach
nesting birds has become one of the most meaningful parts of my role. As an Environmental Ranger, | spend a lot of &me on th
coastedizOF GAy3a (GKS Lzt A0 SyF2NOAy3a aSrazylf ab2 523aé¢ 2N a
and working closely with groups suchBisdLifeAustralia, Friends of the Hooded Plover and DEECA on coordinated protection
plans. My work also involves responding to wildlife incidents along the coastline, from injured seals and penguins to the
occasional whale, but protecting Hooded Plovers during nesting season is something | take pride in.

Q4. What are some of the greatest challenges facing the birds in your
region?

Increasing high tides and big swells are reshaping our beaches. Sites wj
the birds have bred successfully in the past are seeing nesting attempts
washed away. The coastal weed species, Sea Wheat Grass, also plays 5
in reducing the suitability of sttches of beach for nesting.

Another challenge these birds face is human disturbance. Their nests a
AYONBRAOf® ¢Sttt OF Y2dzFt I ASRZI KA
are walking straight through a nesting area. Off leash dogs are also a m,J ' _
threat, as even a brief chasercaause the parents to abandon the nest. = | =

When the parents leave, the eggs or chicks are left exposed to heat, e — _’ = “““ _-— )

Fy R LINBRIG2NE | Y B A0 R28a )/Qﬁ i1 1 Aldrin with Friends of the Hooded Plover. Ph@lity FI A
to cause harm, but even small disturbances can have a lifeathdeapact of Greater Geelong

on such a fragile species.
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Q5. What are some of the benefits of working together wiBirdLife Australia and the beactmesting birds program
volunteers?

Working together wittBirdLife! dzA G N> € Al YR GKS @2f dzy i SSNE A& @ Miidkifeadd ¢ KS &
the beachnesting birds program volunteers provide expert knowledge and guidance for our actiBitiékifeis always there
when we need to check in or ask advice, and the volunteers are a hugely dedicated group.

Good communication means we know exactly when nests are formed, when eggs are laid, when chicks hatch and we follow
their progress every day until they fledge at around 35 days old. That information allows us to put fencing up at timeight t
increase ptrols when needed and make sure the public understands why certain areas need to be protected.

When everyone works together, you can really see the difference and every chick that fledges feels like a shared achievement.
Q6. What is one achievement for beagtesting bird conservation that your organisation is most proud of?

One of the achievements the City of Greater Geelong is most proud of is the progress we have made in improving breeding
success through persistence, teamwork, and community education. Over the years, through stronger partnerships, better
fencing, increasegatrols and greater public awareness, we have seen more chicks survive to fledging.

For a species as vulnerable as the Hooded Plover, every successful season feels like a win and it shows that the veoré being d
by the CityBirdLifeAustralia and volunteers truly makes a difference.

Q7. What has been one of your personal highlights of working with beaelsting birds?

The 20252026 Hooded Plover nesting season has been the most rewarding season | have experienced. After eight years of
working in this role, we achieved our best result, with four chicks successfully fledging. One moment | will never forget
happened whild was patrolling a nesting area. By pure chance, | noticed a small movement at the base of a dune and found a
Hooded Plover chick tangled in sea grass. It was completely stuck and would not have survived much longer. | carefully
untangled and freed the cbik and watched it run back toward its distressed parents unharmed.

About a week later, | saw that same chick take
its first flight. That moment brought tears to my
eyes. After all the early mornings, long patrols
and challenges each season brings, seeing that
chick survive and fledge reminded me exactly
why this work maters.

Knowing that we are helping give an
endangered species a fighting chance is one of
the most rewarding parts of my career.

Aldrin with Friends of the Hooded Plover. Photo: City of Greater Geelong




awareness raising

BIRDING WORKSHOP IN SOUTHWEST VICTORIA

Finn Saurine, Beachesting Birds Project OfficeBirdLife AustraliaVictoria

In February BirdLife Australia BNB staff ran an incredible workshop in Portland in collaboration with the local Southwes
Environment Alliance. This workshop focussed on the Glenelg Estuary and Discovery Bay Ramsar site and the incredible b
which caliit home.

The day was funded through the Glenelg Hopkins CMA
through a Natural Heritage Trust Grant and started with
two field trips to the Point Danger Gannet colony where
one of the local volunteers gave participants an incredible
AYaraka Ayid2z2 Gifdée Qokidang Bydha K A
committee of management to protect the only Gannet
g ; colony on mainland Australia. This site has also been a
' birdwatching hotspot with recent sightings of a Brown

: o Booby and Rethiled Tropicbird! Afterwards, a second
< . : : P fieldtrip to Favthrop Lagoon took place where participants

] N A é o conducted a Wetland bird count, rewarding over 35 species
; i } R . -4 in an hour, including Bufanded Rail and Spotted Crake
Point Danger Gannet Colony Field Trip. Photo: Katelin Saurine. but unfortunately the Brolga spotted the night before in
the lagoon by Mel Sheedy and Finn Saurine had flown off
to feed elsewhere.

We then gathered for lunch and afternoon presentations fro
Finn Saurine on the Glenelg Estuary and Discovery Bay Rams4
and the different bird species which require protection such
Sanderling, Australasian Bittern and historically Orabegléed
Parrots! This led to insightful discussion from participants most
whom were very experienced environmentalists, birders
botanists and it was incredible to listen to knowledge of the ar{
and share stories of various exciting species seen in the Eiela. §
Sheedy then gave a presentation on the history of beaesting
bird monitoring in the Great South West which this season so
have had their greatest fledgeling count in our records with sor

chicks still running around! Participants included sonue local Fawthrop Lagoon wetland bird count. Photo: Katelin Saurine

Hoodie volunteers, and it was fantastic to network with some
other community members and share how they can get
involved in protecting these enigmatic and resilient birds.

This project is funded by the Australian Government Natural

Heritage Trust and delivered by Glenelg Hopkins CMA, a
member of the Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners

panel and BirdLife Australia.

An incredible turn out for the workshéhoto: Katelin Saurine.




NATURE CADETS

Mel Sheedy, BeachestingBirdsProjectOfficer, BirdLife AustraliaVictoria

Tiny, camouflaged eggs lie hidden among the sand and shells of the northern Bellarine foreshore, so well disguised that mc
0SIFOK 3I2SNR ¢g2dAR ¢l f1 aGNIAIKEIG LI ad oAGK2dzi SOSNI {y26Ai
Protecting Our Coastal Environment Coastcare Project, BirdLife Australia hosted a Nature Cadets session that introduced the
vulnerable shorebirds to students, as well as the diverse birdlife that can be found along the foreshore.

¢tKS aSaarzy ¢glayQid 2dzad Fo2dzi aLRGGAY3I 0ANRASD / 2y {Ahezh y 3
nesting survival of our precious R&d LJA Ay (KA & FNBlF & {(dzRSyia SELX 2NBRpleKL
but powerful ways they can help protect these birds when visiting the beach.

Our session involved a walk on the beach with our binoculars and spotting scope, putting our new ID skills to test. Studen
discovered a (fake) Rezhpped Plover nest and saw first hand how truly camouflaged eggs can be! Together, we came up witt
ideas orhow people walking along the beach can best keep these shorebirds and their nest and chicks safe, especially from dot
We were also lucky enough to observe other bird life such as pelicans, crested terns and pacific gulls up close!

L < ol S Nature Cadets looking at a fake nest. Photo: Hg
Nature Cadets looking at Crested Terns. Photo: Holly Lubcke. Lubcke.

i 2 Ve

Nature Cadets is an initiative delivered by the Bellarine Bayside Foreshore Committee of Management in Victoria, and delive
fun, placebased and handsn activities on the coast, allowing kids to explore and connect with the coastal environment of the
northern Bellarine Peninsula. Events occur throughout the year with activities based around local cultural and environmenta
values andsustainability. Participatingn natured 8 SR SRdzOF A2y I OGA@GAGASA AYLINR@SaA
natural environment, resulting in kids who are more likely to care for the natural world when they are older. Their next session is
on the 2F! of April, exploring the world of marine invertebrates and investigating seagrass, kelp and other sea wrack washed ug
Future Nature Cadets for the year will be held monthly on Tuesdays and Thursldests out their site for more detalls



https://www.bellarinebayside.com.au/bellarine-nature-cadets/

SEA COUNTRY WORKSHOP IN SOUTHWEST VICTORIA

Micko Bell, Sea Country IPA Development Coordinator, Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corpariictoria

On Monday 15th December Gunditj Mirring Tradional Owne

Aboriginal Corporation (GMTOAC) staff along vihastern Maar .
Aboriginal CorporatiofEMAC) and Glenelg Hopkins CMA attendet
Hooded Plover workshop at Narrawong beach. The workshop
run by Finn from BirdLife Australia and taught us about how &
Hooded Plovers prefer to live on broad, flat, open sandy beaches \#
plenty of seaweedrd backed by low sand dunes. They lay their eg
in shallow scrapes in the sand usually above the g mark on
ocean beaches or among dunes. These little plovers run away f
their nest and pretend they have a broken wing so their perpetratg
(dogs, foxes, ravens) will follow them and not their eggs or babieq

Searching for Hooded Plover through the scéfieto:
Jacinta Hendriks.

B

on beaches on Gunditjmara Country including Narrawong,
Snapper Point, Discovery Bay, Cape Bridgewater and some
beaches around Portland.

If you are out enjoying Nyamat Mirring over the summer,
please keep an eye out for the Hooded Plovers and their nest
(picture below). Some of their nests are fenced of which is
done by some of Birdlife Australia volunteers. Also, they are
a lot nicer thanthe other plovers (Masked Lapwing) which
can swoop us.

Finn showing where failed Hooded Plovenest was laidPhoto:
Jacinta Hendriks.

BirdLife Australia is always looking for volunteers to help the Hooded Ploy:
they provide training. Volunteersisuallylook after a pair of plovers this

includedmonitoring with fortnightly being good and weekly being great al :
you will set up fences agmotectionfor the plovers to nest. This also includ
noting your observations and photos and upload onto their database
would be a great family activity.

Hooded Plovenest onGunditjmara Country.
Photo:Finn Saurine
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HOODIE WORKSHOP IN PORT MACDONNELL AND VEHICLES ON THE BEACH!

Finn Saurine, Beachesting Birds Project OfficeBirdLife AustraliaVictoria

In January | was lucky enough to travel to Port MacDonnell
to deliver a beacknesting birds workshop in collaboration
with Friends of Shorebirds South East SA (FOSSE SA) who
have been monitoring shorebirds in the region for over 20
years!

Upon arriving | headed for Woolwash Beach where |
intended to take workshop participants the next day for a
field trip. | was greeted by a widgpen beach on low tide
with very limited sea wrack and cars everywhere! This was
a new sight for me, as my expence looking for Hoodies so
far had been limited to Victorian beaches with brief
ventures into southern NSW, over the six years | have been
: B ; : N involved in the Beachesting Birds project as a volunteer
- . e Y A and now working in the team itself. It took some adjagt
- - to see the vehicle tracks everywhere and cars cruising past
' e ﬁ” ¥ & AT ) on the hard wet sand as | walked towards where the local
WOE L A S B Nl O Hoodie pair were reported to be nesting. | eventually
Hoodie nest well disguised in the rocks. Photo: Finn Saurine. located the nest which was high up at the foredune base
behind a rock pile, no guesses why with the vehicle
pressure! The birds were very alert, and | left them to

incubate their eggs before the workshop the next day.

The workshop the next day was attended by participants from differe
backgrounds and birding experienead includedpresentations on the
beachnesting birds found in the area and their secretive behaviours, giv
an insight in what to look for when out on the beach monitoring them.

s

Vehicle tracks on the beach. Photo: Finn Saurine.

Jeff presenting Fo&®8rojects. Photo: Finn Saurine. Jeff Campbell from FOSSE SA presented on some of
the fantastic work achieved from Sanderling tracking
projects to shorebird monitoring including Grey Plover and the extensive banding they have delivered in the region, ditdeincre




Behaviour change and

awareness raising

contribution to shorebird science. FOSSE SA offer incredible opportunities to get involved in both shorebird monitoring ant
banding opportunities and are always on the lookout for some more participants so please get in touch!

CKAA LINP2SOU0 A& adzLlJLl2NILISR o0& (GKS D2@SNYyYSyidQa {2dziK ! dzad
Department of Environment and Water.
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Threats and
management

Australian Government
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Nikita Sarangdhar, Biodiversity Coordinator, NRM North, Tasmania
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A major focus has been safeguarding critical breeding habitat. Sea spurge, an invasive and habitat altering weed, was treat
across 16 hectares of foredune along the neetlst coastline, helping to restore key nesting areas. Feral cat control was also

trialled across 23 hectares of priority coastal habitat at the commencement of the breeding season to reduce nest predation an
improve breeding success.

Community involvement has been vital to efforts. A dedicated wel
removal weekend, led by the Friends of Larapuna Coast in partnership

NBIl hQs5l & /2dzyOAts Y20AftA&aSR
infestations unsuitable for spraying alongkB® of beaches in the Bay of
Fires region.

| N2dzy R pn @2ftdzy G SSNE | faz2 &dzll
significant undertakings, a largeeale fauna survey spanning approximats
180 kilometres of beaches across Flinders Island and +sash Tasmania,
gathering critical shorebird pajation data, and supporting data collecteq
during BirdLife! dza G NI €t A Qa . ASYyyAlf [/ 2dz
SNBE NBO2NRSRZ Sljdzt iAy3a G2 wmn
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coastal habitats for shorebird conservation, and the urgent need for th] shorebird conservation was evident at local marke|
continued protection. Photo: Jesse Lewis.

Meanwhile, key partners Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS),
engaged with residents and visitors alike, promoting responsible beach
use and raising awareness of the pressures facing species such as the
Hooded Plover. PWS rangers also partnered wihlke North East
Bioregional Network to further protect nesting birds during the
breeding season, installing temporary fencing and signage at key sites,
to reduce accidental disturbance and give chicks a better chance of
survival.

In coming months, beach user engagement will continue, with practical
measures such as vehicle access barriers and interpretive signage to also
be installed by the PWS team.

A total of 314 Hooded Plovers were recorded during
shorebird count. Photo: Jesse Lewis. Together, these outcomes demonstrate what can be achieved when

conservation organisations, government agencies and local
O2YYdzyAliASa 62N)] Ay dzyAdz2yd ¢KNRdzZZK O22NRAYIGSR OlGAzy 2
shows how local efforts can deliver conservation outcomes of national and global importance.
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WA SEASON UPDATE AND PROJECT UPDATE

Tegan Knowles, Beaehesting Bird Project OfficeBirdLife AustraliaWestern Australia

While a funding gap in WA from August to March presented challenges, our dedicated stakeholders rose to the occasion, workil
tirelessly throughout the season to monitor and manage priority breeding sites.

It was a strong start in the Margaret River region, wi
several Hooded Plover fledglings already recorded
October. After a difficult previous season where hi
tide events, storms, and large swells caused eal
season widespread nest inundation. Théays early
conditions were a welcome change. Increased be
activity later in the season did bring some challeng
but wellplaced signage and fencing ensured th&
nesting attempts had every chance of success. -

Further north, the Busselton and Bunbury networlgs = e e 4 -

have gone from strength to strength, with a growi —= = - = —— —

community of volunteers and land manage Three Hooded Plover fledglings and their proud parents foraging toge
. along the coast. Photo: Tegan Knowles.

protecting Reecapped Plover nests along bus

foreshores. They were also very helpful in informing

the scheduling of wracgushing works, so as not to disturb nesting birds.

As is typical for the more southerly locations of Denmark and Walpole,
the season got off to a slower start in these regions. Encouragingly,
however, an expanded network is meaningfully strengthening
monitoring coverage of nesting attempts across theseaare

A heartfelt thank you to the volunteers and land managers who kept a
watchful eye throughout the season and responded so swiftly and
tirelessly to ensure breeding site management was in place when it
mattered most.

Looking ahead, there is much to be excited about. A new State NRM
: : funded project launched in WA in April, bringing with it a wonderful
New Recbapped Plove}'signéée ot P(;r)t Geographe, wh| range of initiatives, from stakeholder meetings and upskiling
the combined efforts of BirdLife Australia volunteers a WOrkshops to awarenessising events and expanded biennial Count
land managers helped to inform the scheduling of wra{ coordination. The project will also deliver a Coastal Restoration Toolkit,
pushing works and minimise disturbance to breeding bif & practical and much anticipated resource designedgtide those
Photo credit: Tegan Knowles. working along our coastline in restoring beaches with careful
consideration for our nesting shorebirds.
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Threats and
- management
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A Moonlight Dash to the Bird Island Buffet

Warrick Barnes, Coastal Project Coordinator, Coast and Seesen Adelaide Suth Australia

G GAYSa L ¥SSt LQY GKS &aLANRGAzr € FYFEAFYFEdA2Y 2F . 233A3
GKSNE 2NOKSAGNrdAy3d GKS Y2ad dzyKAy3ISR O2Fadlt gldipgthadus SO
them like some fosshaped ghost of mischief, assembling a tasting menu of eggs, Pelicans, Silver Gulls, and Cormorants, with Fe
Terns and Hooded Plovers ominously bookmarked for dessert as the dramatic final act. Meanwhile | have developmasa ne
quiver, spiralling into existential coastal despair, and questioning the very fabric of reality as this fox stages a futixopleg

while refusing to even acknowledge my presence. The truly infuriating part is that he manages to pull off this ésmtire av
degustation in a single night.

! 1% . 3
% 53F 12C 2025/10/20 00:15:20 @ 100% @® L 46F 08C 2025/11/06 05:10:57 & 100%

¢CNI AE /FYSNI LIK2(G2&8 FTNRBY ¢2NNBya LaftlyRS &K2gAy3 T2ESa oA

And yet, despite all that chaos, Green Adelaide has been working furiously behind the scenes to flip the script orvitbitdreal
foxit KSYSR al3F® ¢2NNBya LatlFyR YR .ANR LatlFyR FNB K2YS
CFEANE ¢SNyas a2 &Kwuis bujfelhaRb2aryie agblinCrdissionZor dudgipuidteams.

el & -~ L U ckra 2SN 6SQOS NREESR 2dzi by | NRS
' - “*, ‘ numbers low. Canid Pest Ejectors (CPEs) have been one of our main tools,

‘ - (e ' GK2dzZ3K (KSe Q@S 02YS $A0GK Sy2dzaK LI
Rats have been chewing the lure lsalike tiny saboteurs before foxes
even stumble onto the scene, and on Bird Island the foxes have been too
0dzae 3I2NBAY3I 2y yI GdNBQa odzZF¥FSaG G2
baits. A few overachievers have even mastered the sideypalls

technique lifting the lure head just incorrectly enough to avoid triggering
the device to get the tasty morsel of driedeat.

¢CKSY G(KSNBOR 0K&I PHS8SdNI 6S5SQ@0S KI R
snheaking across from Torrens Island to Bird Island during very low tides
with youthful exuberance and carefree confidence, like teenagers
snheaking out at 2.m. 1@ not new, but it certainly complicates things.

Once they make the crossing, the sheer abundance of natural food means
2dzNJ / t 94 &dzZRRSyfe& RNRBLI AaSOSNIFf LXK |
reason our team has doubled down on Torrens Island trying to break this
£ LR N 2 learned migration pattern by reducing fox numbers before they make

Bird Island Parks Rangers and Green Adelaide Staf| their moonlit dash to the Bird Island buffet. Interrupting that movement
with Felixer unit. PhotdVarrick Barnes.
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is critical for protecting Fairy Tern colonies and our other vulnerable beach nesting seabirds.

¢2 o0FO0O1 dzlJ GKS /t94&asx 6SQ@S &0 NI (S FethGentinel®thaRuSd derddrsdidediy talsE S
and foxes and only fire at the right animal. Since bdidy I OSR>Y (KS2 Q@S ljdAaSdite FyR STFS
pressure from important breeding sites and giving our seabirds a fighting chance.

Fox prints on Bird Island near 1080 bait stations. Phg
Greg Johnston.

C2E /KI&AYy3a ¢SNYyo® tKz2:G2Y LIy

Detection work has become its own chapter in the story. Conservation sniffer dogs, alongside our human search teamsy have be
patrolling dunes and scrub to track dens, scats, and fox movement routes. We concentrate bif the@%e® bve most,
particularly the sensitive nesting zones of Hooded Plovers and Fairy Terns because if Mr Fox plans a dramatic encote, we plal
intercept it.

By combining smart tools, field skill, and stubborn adaptability, Green Adelaide is fighting back against this coataliticks

a level of determination that would make Boggis, Bunce, and Bean proud. This work is proudly supported by the Australia
R ISNYYSyiQa . ANR Cfdz wSalLlRyasS FdzyRAYy3IxZ yR ¢S (KIFyl GKS
environment.

Sqwhilstyoumay notbe abletood® 2 E | F2ESX 6 S QNB -hét §oF ang arelfdBeled optivistEh y 3 A G | N
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H5 BIRD FLU UPDATE

Tanya Loos, Avian Influenza Response CoordingBingLife Australia

H5 bird flu has been detected in all continents outside of Australia, including
the Antarctic Peninsula. In Feb 2026 preliminary testing confirmed the prese
of H5 bird flu in samples collected from wildlife on Heard Island, afsudrctic
Australianexternal territory, includindgn a Gentoo Penguin. dza G NJ f A |
flu status remains unchanged but the detection reminds us the virus is stil
the move, and preparedness efforts and ongoing vigilance must be maintai

We used to think H5 bird flu risk was heightened during spring, relating
migratory shorebird movements along the East Asian Australasian Flywa
with the virus hopping around the swubntarctic islands this has changec
Northern and Southern Giant el move into our waters autumn to winter ano
overlap with current outbreak areas in the séimtarctic. In our waters they
interact with more localised birds, increasing risk of virus transmission.

We are asking all of our volunteers to assist in the surveillance effort by kee®
an eye out for sick or dead birds, especially clusters of multiple dead birds. I§
seabirds, waterbirds, shorebirds or birds of prey are seen showing the folloW#
sympioms, do not approach or try to handle the bird, but do report itthe
Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888:

1 incoordination, tremors, swimming in circles LB -
Gentoo Penguin with 2 chicks, Elephant Point
1 twisted necks or other abnormal posture Photo: Andrew Silcocks.

1 inability to stand or fly

After calling the EAD Hotline, let us know immediately via emadlvianinfluenza@birdlife.org.aso we can ensure no other
volunteers head out on site until any testing results come back negative. If you have any questions or concerns reghnding H5
FfdzZ ¢lyel [22&TX . ANR[ATS 1 dzadG NIt Al Qa ! JAnflugnzd@bifdifedayyad. | wS

Additional details on the disease, what to look for and details on the Avoid, Record and Report steps can be foun
at https://birdlife.org.au/avianinfluenza/

Il 1 @S @&2dz aSSy . ANRFGlFIQa ySg FSIGdzNBE GKS . ANR L ofdéiadirds oNJ O
help support conservation effort3heBIT feature has been funded by the Australian Government to help preparedness efforts
for H5 bird flu, howevethe feature is a broad tool tmonitora variety of threats including diseassr strikespredator
attacks,window strikesandentanglementFor more info check out the user guide hengtps://birdata.birdlife.org.au/howto-

quides

ht9w! ¢Lhb {hl hX ¢19 CLb![ ,9!'"wK 29 5hbQ¢ ¢l LbY {hH

Han Auld, Forest and Wildlife Officer with the Conservation Regulator, Department of Energy, Environment and Climate
Action, Victoria

Reflecting on another season of Operation SoHo is always encouraging. Since 2019/20, the program has grown significantly, v
t Saazya tSINYSRZI &42YS LI ASR AYYSRAIFIGSte FyR 20§KSN&E OF1
Officer with the Conservation Regulator, writing to you from Anglesea.


https://birdlife.org.au/news/update-on-heard-islands-h5-bird-flu-outbreak/
mailto:avianinfluenza@birdlife.org.au
https://birdlife.org.au/avian-influenza/   
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/how-to-guides
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/how-to-guides
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This season was a busy one, marked by interstate travel, continued on the ground effort, and the completion of the Sieing Nat
{LISOASa DNIYyidGod LYy &aK2NIxX Ad o6& a LIOTSR Fa [2NYyS o6SI OK

In November, Monique Cugliari and | packed our carry on, rolled up a pq
(right), and headed west to the Australasian Ornithological Conferenc sl a:1ig: =1y e L Thoirele s s Re R @) s lge ule shTe ale)
Perth. Three days immersed in presenting, learning, listening and of co sl menisornssamslinguumiamnmunisaciibs sl
talking birds was both motiteng and inspiring. The AOC was full the Hooded Plover along Victoria's coast

LI 3aA2yFG8S 0ANR24as FyR 6SQNB IANI e : e

the table. =

As of 25 March 2026, 354 patrols have been completed across Victoria
enormous effort by Authorised Officers and supporters alike. Whet!®
volunteering, managing intelligence or undertaking compliance work, ev
role contributes to protecting our birdd/olunteers, in particular, continu
G2 0S Ay@rtdadotS a GKS SeSa Iy
without them.

The Saving Native Species project concluded this month, deliverir ¢ mmg;-;hm",mmmw

AAAYATAOLY:G AYONBI&asS Ay sy?zNDs“""“““““““‘"‘ : ot e
Results showed that increased presence directly improved commu M:;@%%?ﬁfﬁmmw

understanding and compliance, particularly anoudogs on beaches.

CAylftfes  F2yR FIFENBgStt (2 azyA
Queen, who has fledged to an Assistant Warden role at the Broome
Observatory. Her dedication laid a strong foundation for threatened spec
SYF2NOSYSy iz | yissedgherinios isawklSieseried. & | ;
red dirt has settled, sunscreen is permanent, and if you visit BBO, pl¢}z "8 TA| oy O o
LI &da 2y | Kdz3 FNRY (KS |1 22RASaz T

¢CKFy{l @2dz Ftf F2NJ @2dz2NJ O2y (i Ay dzSH Operation SoHo Poster. Supplied by Han Auld. dz

WATCH OUTTHERE ARE OTHER NESTS ABOUT

Jean Turner, Friends of the Hooded Plover Kangaroo IsI&#d

Pied Oystercatchers and Redpped Plovers breeding on South Australian beaches
have a raised profile next season, thanks to a generous Community Grant from Bi
Australia.

Nationally, Pied Oystercatcher and Reabped Plover populations are con5|der
WaSOdNB Qs odzi Ay {2dziK ! dzAGNI EAF o{! 0k =
National Parks and Wildlife Act (1972) and Regped Plovers are disappearing fror:
some beaches. These beanksting birds are impacted by the same range of threat
Hooded Plovers, including human disturbance andesth dogs. Unfortunatelyheir
nests and chick foraging areas often go unnoticed and without protection, due to a!
2F LMzt A0 gl NBySaa ardyaod . dzi GKIFGQaL

Friends of the Hooded Plover Kangaroo Island received a BirdLife Australia Comp=it s Erias >
Grant of $4039 to produce breeding season signs for Pied Oystercatchersafijeetl | These hardy |ltt|@edcap50hose to
Plovers and multiple species at locations affected by high levels of human disturb{ neston the gravel path next to the
The newcorefF f dzi S &abS&aidAy3 ! NBFé FyR &/ KA Q] road Photo:NanouCarbourdin aAd
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Beachy S&aiAy3 . ANRA LINRBIN}IYQaE SErAalAYy3d RS&ar3Iyas KI @S o06SSy
Peninsula, Yorke Peninsula, South East SA and Kangaroo Island. With consistent images and messaging along the SA coa:
new signs M increase recognition of these birds and help improve their breeding success.

On Kangaroo Island (KI), locals at Nepean Bay settlement put a call out
on social media for help when a Pied OystercatcflOC)nest
appeared unexpectedly in the parklandshe new signs were on the
ity way butK F Ry Qiéi &2Sid | NNAGSR® 2 S NBa&L
and cobbled together enough stakes to repithe nest.¢ K I (i Qa & K
K1 Wildlife Network stepped in. They kindly offered support to protect
our vulnerable birds, generously funding 30 new plastic stakes for
signs and nest protectioMhese lightweight stakes aeye wateringly
expensive, but fantastic for the safety of volunteers carrying gear to
nesting sites.

h dzZNJ WNER dz3a K S
Sy2dAKQ ySa
combined with tremendous
local community support, saw:-
the incubating Pied Oystercatchers through to egg hatching. When the pair moved -
tiny new chick down to the beach, the new signs and stakes magically turngekriect ~
F2N) 4/ KAO] C2NI3IAy3ad %2ySé¢ ardya (G2 32

Nepean Bay POC incubating its nB$toto:Jean Turner.

R

! Kdz3S a¢KFylaHé (G2 . ANR[ATS !dzé[ﬁNJ-fA”'vﬂ”—V NI ¥
LatlryR 2AfREATS bSGG2N] F2NJ adzLILRNIAYy3I ByS:
beachnesting birds along the South Australian coast. e

I'FyQl gl AG G2 Ldzi GKS yS¢g ardaya 2dzi y¢ azy

S o 2
FoHP KI Volunteer David Potter and
the new signagePhoto:Jean Turner.




EASTERN HOODED PLOVER RECOVERY NETWORK

Meghan Cullen, Beach Nesting Birds Project Manager, BirdLife Australia, Victoria

There have been such significant advancements in Hooded Plover
conservation since the start of the project in 2006. Twenty years or
February 2026, we had the first official eastern Hooded Plover Reco
Network meeting. The Network consists of memb&om NSW, VIC,
SA and TAS, with a range of skills and organisations represented.
it is still early days for the Network, the plan is not to reinvent tt
wheel, but to build greater connections and collaboration, in order
tackle some of the cuent barriers to Hooded Plover conservatio
across the species range. The formation of the Network was m £
possible through grant funding received from the Australic
Government Saving Native Species Program which assisted Bir
Australia in the forration and coordination of a series of Recovel '
Teams for the threatened birds. We thank all members for the tir
and Rachael Kannussaar for supporting the establishment through
organising team and Renee Mead for coordinating the establishme
the goup and the initial meeting.

Eastern Hooded Plover Recovdatwork

LITTLE TERN SEASON 2825FIRST CONFIRMED NESTING AT ROSS RIVER FOR SEVERAL YEARS

Simon Kennedy, Wetland and Coastal Birds@dinator, Queensland

the small and scattered nesting sites in North
Queensland since 2022.

colony, but after it was wiped out in a storm surge

December a short expedition on a Parks and f@d

the first confirmed nesting since the storm surge.

P only reachable by boat. John Lowry alsaurfd

CANERUG O2yFANXYSR [AGGES ¢SNYy ySaid | have not nested for at least 17 years, showing that

Little Terns appear to nest among woody debris more readily than while Little Terns return to many of their nesting

populations further south. Photo: Simon Kennedy. sites, they will opportunistically nest in suitable
habitats.

The Eastern Australian breeding subspecies of the
Little Tern was listed as nationally Vulnerable in early
2025, and Birdlife has been overseeing monitoring of

Ross River sandbar was once home to large nesting

several years ago it was thought to be either lost or
hanging in there depending on who | asked. In early

service boat was organised and we found one nest,

This nest was at the eastern end of the sandbar, out
of sight of vantage points from Ron Mclean Drive and

several nests at Bushland Beach, a site where they



The Ingham area from Lucinda to Palm Creek (juist
south of Forrest Beach) was the most successful al

in North Queensland, with at least 17 fledglings. Tl
photo from Palm Beach was taken in early Decemt
and shows what to look out for once the young lsirc
are old enough to fly. These terns with their scallope
feather patterns on the upper back and short orang
brown bills are around 20 days old. At this point the
have left the nesting area and joined their paren
and often many other adult Little Ternsome of
which we strongly suspect are visitors from easte
Asia of a different subspecies.

Three Little Tern fledglings among breeding adults (yellow bills) and non

Blrdl_'lfe_ls currently .dlscuss'lng another Little Te breeding adults (black bills) at Palm Creek, Forrest Beach, December 202
monitoring season with funding agencies to return { pp,40- simon Kennedy.

the sites where nesting occurred this season, gauge
breeding success and use fencing and signage if necessary.

CAN SIGNS IN THE INTERTIDAL ZONE WITHSTAND HARSH CONDITIONS? THE SUMMARY OF A TRIAL OF TWO TYPE
Kasun Ekanayake, BeactestingBirdsProjectCoordinator, Victoria

la @2dz (Y263 2dz2NJ tAGGES 1 22RAS OKAO1&a tA1S G2 @Syddmab 2 d:
get exposed at low tide to find food. This means the temporary chick signs we traditionally install above the high tideynark
not be as effective especially on wide beaches where chicks can spend a lot of time further away from where the signs ar
{2YSiAaYySa GKAaAa OFry oS LINRPoftSYFIGAO oKSNB o0SIOK dzaSNA GSyR
that OKA Ol a FNB KAIKSNI dzLJ 2y (GKS o0SIFOK 6KSNB (KS aidya I NB
F2NJ F22R 0SAy3 RA&AGAZNDSR 06& 0SIOK dzaSNE ¢K2 | NB (NEBdcgdad 0z
areas. With this in mind, we decided to conduct a trial to see if we could find a type of robust post to install chick sigas on,

we could install further down on the beach in the intertidal zone to alert beach users to the presence of chicks in iiye vicin
These posts would need to withstand tidal energy as they get inundated by the rising and falling tides and be tall enough to
be completely inundated by the high tide.

The trial experimented with two types of posts, one made completely out of timber and the other of galvanised steel. They wer
2.8 m in height and were buried to a depth of 0.8 m in the sand. The timber posts were fitted with a base in the fornabf a sm
plank of wood, for extra support (Fig. 1). Timber posts were installed at seven sites on the Bass Coast and at fouhsites on
Mornington Peninsula, whereas galvanised steel posts were installed at four sites on the Bass Coast in December 2025 (Fig
Two posts with AZized signs were installed at each site 10 m from the base of the dune. The posts remained in place for fiv
weeks to resemble the chick rearing period, and their status was monitored every week.



Figure 1: Timber posts (fitted with base) with signs installed at Hooded Plover breeding sites. Photos: Kasun Ekanayake.

On the Bass Coast, 8 out of 14 timber posts lasted thewrek period while six posts were affected by the tide and were found
washed up on the upper beach. All eight galvanised steel posts lasted thedaleperiod. On the Mornington Peninsula, sit ou

of eight timber posts lasted the fiveweek period while two were affected by the tide and were found washed up on the upper
beach. Overall, the galvanised steel posts performed better in withstanding tidal energy iarf@ghy ocean beaches. The trial
suggested there were both pros and cons in using these intertidal posts. Both timber and galvanised steel posts were heavy
carry, but timber posts were slightly lighter. Once installed, they require maintenance at least on a weekly basis,whettezk

they have been impacted by the tide and then to realign or straighten the posts if necessary. At sites where breeding sit
management (installation of fences and signs) is carried out by volunteers, the use of these posts may not be feasiltleedue to
effort required, whereas where land managers are involved, they will be able to use resources suctemaimli/ehicles to
transport these posts facilitating their use at sites with chicks. These posts might also perform better at relativehetgw
ocean beaches, situated in bays/gulfs which were not included as sites in this trial.



Science and research

HOODIE RELATIONSHIRSTORY OF WANDERINGS AND EMOTIONAL ENTANGLEMENTS

Mark Lethlean, President, Friends of the Hooded Plover Mornington Peninsula, Victoria
LO@PS (K2dzaKG lo2dzi oNARGAY3I GKAA &

GFLfS® a& OKIfftSy3asS gta K2g (G2 GF1S I INBdzLI 27T ivefdiddvilhauE & A
leaving the reader glazed and confused.

| have never been a fan of naming chicksgses
guess, because personalizing the chicks in je¥
industry where failure rates are high§
heightens the tragedy of failure. But, for thi

story, | am going to try anthropomorphizin e
my main characters to try to hold our >R Ak
interest. If you are familiar with the plot frompSss

[S2 ¢2fadz2eqa W yyl [HESsEEs
recognize the names, their stories somewhd Y o ®
align. Young wife (Anna) leaves her old
husband (Alexei) for a scandalous and sord
affair with a younger army féicer (Count
+tNRyaleoed tNBdGGe adtl
see how we go.

Balnarring Beach

This is the story of 3 Hoodies. One from Phil
Island, one from the Bass Coast and one frg
W2NRAIAYya dzyl Yy 2hg-nigdtérs. t

Alexei (Orange UJdyas banded at Hamerg

Map supplied by Mark Lethlean.
Haven onthe Bass Coast by Steve Johnsonles

I FESRITAYI AYy !'LINAEf Hnmod® 2SS (y2¢ KSQa I YIES FTNRBY TStk

Vron (Yellow 44) was banded at Smiths Beach on Phillip Island in December 2017 and from blood DNA is also a male. Vrc
significantly younger than Alexei.

Anna (White TT) was banded as an adult at Flinders by Kasun Ekanyake. Her origins and age is unknown.

Alexei- | first met Alexei in January 2015 at Mushroom Reef in Flinders when he was just a young fella, less than 2 years old a
ga ySadAay3a F2N G6KS FANRG GAYS 6AGK Iy dzyolyRSR LI NIySNE

Between 2015 to 2021, Alexei and his partner had 13 nests tha
failed before hatching. Finally, in February 2021, they hatched 2 ch
and one of them went on to fledge. A first for Flinders. The followi
season they had another 4 nests that allddi

Anna-Ly al NOK 2F uwnuux !fSESAQA
ensnared in fishing line. In an emergency dash, Kasun was able to

i25aQ FyR 61 a I LIINRLNXLFGSE @ .2 .
N ke PN

Alexei. Photo: Mark Lethlean.




As we monitored Anna over the following weeks, two toes became one
toe but she seemed to be coping pretty well.

Alexei and Anna were a happy Flinders couple for 7 odd years when they
decided to move to East Creek Beach at Point Leo about 10km away, a
busy beach with surfers, dogs and campers. They may have been
pushed out, or they may have simply wanted a changerdfie years

2F FILAEdz2NE FyR F2ff286Ay3 1 yylQa Y

Here they enjoyed a modicum of success with their first 2 of 3 nests
hatching chicks. A first for Point Leo. However, tragedy struck with their
first chicks being taken by a rogue Silver Gull. Their desperate efforts to
protect them failed.

w23dz§ AAf GSNI FdzA € GF1AYy3I Yyl

(Count)y Vion-L Y G N2 RdzOA Yy 3 =NBY>X | @&2dzy3 tlyR
ad2NB AF GKIG yrddzaNIfte YSFya KSQ NI
L K2L)S @&2dzQNB adAatf ¢gAdK YS 0SO I RR&
complexity to the story. | first met Vroat St Andrews Beach on thg

Mornington Peninsula in August 2018 when he was less than a year old

hung around in that region for a couple of years although he would disap

for long periods. He was a wanderer.

Then in the Spring of 2020 he suddenly showed up on the-gdman B8 ‘
CFEYENNRY3 . SEOK sAGK Fy 2f RSN (R Q ¢

started nesting. A first for Balnarring. They had 3 nests that season

amazingly the last of those produced 3 chicks which all fledged. Another Count Vron. Photo: Mark Lethlean.




hyS 2F /2dzyidi +#NRByQa FANBRG o OKAO

We were very excited, expecting a dynasty of chicks in
future years but Vron became lame and that seemed

to be all the excuse that Y33 needed to move on.

Dynasty over!

So, Vron wandered the Westernport Beaches for
years, always on his lonesome. Occasionally he would
join Alexei and Anna at East Beach but often he would
be seen alone on the Main Beach one kilometre away.

Finally in the 20225 season he found himself an

unbanded mate. They had 3 nests on Main Beach

GKAOK |ttt FIAESR® LG gl ayQi

20252026 Season C2 NJ Of  NA ez KSENBQa

beaches. Early in the season things were as expec@
Alexei and Anna were on territory at East Creek af
Vron had paired with yet another Phillip Island lad
Yellow 3D, on Main Beach. She was very you
However, once ada, after a couple of months she
had moved on and left Vron to his own company.

The Scandal So, we were shocked, when in Octobe
Vron had paired with the Anna and had a nest on t
Main Beach. It was sad to see the old male, Ale} @
preening himself about 200m away, dumped, as
c2fadz2eqQa YIFadSNLIASOS:

|
G

That nest failed and they had another in earf@=)
November that also failed. But still old Alexei hu
around in the shadows.

f2y3 0STF2NB aKS tSTi KAYZI | &

YL 2F (KS

Balnarring
o Coolart - Bginatring Beach
Seech e Somers

Flinders - Mushroom Reef

Then, what do you know? In early December, Ale; Map supplied by Mark Lethlean.

and Anna got back together on their old territory art

East Creek and Vron disappeared. Vivien Morris from Phillip Island Nature Parks emailed us to say that Vron had begn seen
O02dzLJt S 2F I NBla 2y W¢KS LatlyRQ gAGK RAFFSNByG LI NEHEwWIS NA

-

Vron with very much younger lady. Photo: Mark Lethlean.

nests, on 3 different territories with 2 different partners.

We had always thought that Vron may have some sort
of avian personality disorder, he never seems to be able
to keep a partner for very long. He's a real wanderer.
.dzi YIeoS 6S ¢gSNBE O2YLX SaGS
absolute love was Anna, because late in December he
returned to Point Leo and he and Anna escaped to
Shoreham to set up a new territory. A first for
ShorehamSadly, that was the last we saw of Alexei, at
13 years of age he had finely succumbed to the
relentless pressureVron and Anna had 2 nests at
Shoreham and then late in February a final nest at Main
Beach. One month after all our other birds had stopped
breeding. So, for this breeding season, Anna had 6



Science and research

Thoughts- When teaching new volunteers about the behaviours and life cycle of the Hooded Plover we follow a chain of
information derived from years of scientific data. Twesight days of incubation, thirtfive days from hatch to fledging, partner
andterritoryfah § K¥dzf @ |, 2dz {y2¢ GKS aLIAStod .dzi &2dz Fftaz2 1y26 OGKI G
just like us. It is those nuances of their behaviour which maintain our curiosity and keep us returning to the beachesvto obs
and record.

RENEWABLES ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH INITIATIVE

Meghan Cullen, Beach Nesting Birds Project Manager, BirdLife Australia, Victoria

The Renewables Environmental Research Initiative is a Commonviadtad suite of projects coordinated by DEECA to support
renewable energy proponents and environmental decision makers. The BNB team were involved in a project focused on tt
development 6 a decision support tool for assessing the impacts of predicated bird and bat collision fatalities at onshore wind
farms, which aims to help the regulated community better anticipate avoidance and mitigation measures that may be requirec
through the assesment process. As part of the tool development Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy
the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) needed species expert input to develop Population Viability Analysis (PVA) for 30 prio
species, which includka range of shorebirds including the Hooded Plover. Grainne and Meg, working with Mike Weston from
Deakin University, used our available data, and in the short time frame provided, were able to provide estimates forytbé arra
variables required to rua PVA for Hooded Plovers. At the time of writing this article, the decision support tools are almost ready
F2NJ 6SadAy3a yR FTSSRol Ol @ Ly ¢la FlraOAyladAy3 G2 aLIStgR &
examine the bandig data further to understand more about Hooded Plover breeding, survival and movements.

HOODED PLOVER BANDING ON THE COORONG OCEAN BEACH, YARLUWAR RUWE

Cameron Clarke and Jaru West, Yarluwar Ruwe Ran@asth Australia

The Yarluwar Ruwe Rangers were recently invited to be a part of the migratory shorebird Summer count survey team along tt
Coorong ocean beach with BirdLife Australia staff and NPWS Cultural Rangers. We provided a driver and vehicle to support
survey ad travelled ~110kms along the Coorong ocean beach from Tea Tree Crossing up to the Murray Mouth.

LG 61 a 2dzNJ FANARG GAYS RNAGAY3 t2y3 GKS /22NBy3 o0SINDKI yAT
techniques around the Murray Mouth in the ATV Buggies, and the methods needed to safely monitor the birds in preparation fo
the survey. It was quite fun to drive along the beach, with the tumultuous sand directing the steering in a sporadic hidsire w

on high alert looking out for shorebirds.



While surveying for shorebirds we were also lucky enough
help with capturing an adult Hooded Plover, who was a pare
to 3 young chicks, with thBirdLifeAustralia banding team on
the northern end of the Coorong ocean beach. We learnt ho
LINPLISNI &8 KIFIYyRfS IyR YFyl3$
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the Hoodies with a Green leg flag that had, wQ

Representing the Yarluwar Ruwe Rangers! Cameron was | =
enough to hold the littledlla! Selecting the leg flag letters Gree

g
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on Water Country. B

It has been absolutely wonderfulorking on the Shorebird and

Wetland Habitat project withBirdLife! dza ( NJ € A I 2 L £
combination of working on country and learning fror Dan Lees (BlrdLlfe Australla) Cameron Clarke (Yarluwar Ruwe
ornithologists! Connecting language and culture with birdli W' Y3SND 6AGK ySst e olF yRSR DN

K I é (—) é é y é 2 }\ y' é_ }\ 3 K lj -_F de ¢) L L’j f beach, 91 February, 2026 Photo Kerri Bartley. é NJ A

own Culture, trading knowledge with academics.

We are very excited about working wiirdLifeto help
restore the Hoodie habitat along the Coorong beach!
¢CKSNBQa LX Syide 2F LIXFya F2N
weed mapping, strategic weed control and spinifex
planting in winter to promote gentle sloping dunes which

the Hoodies need to safelyreed.

It has been an absolute privilege to collaborate with
BirdLife Australia and to have the opportunity to help

conserve our wildlife along the Coorong and at the Murray
mouth site. It is truly a special place and vital for our
endangered creatures which inhabit these lands and
water!

The Hooded Plover banding team from left to right Dan Lees,
Roetman, Jaru West, Kerri Bartley, Cameron Clarke (with YR), Ashle
Daryl Rigney and Grainne Maguire, Coorong ocean bedreBruary
2026. Photo Adrian Phillips.

A 30YEAR WARNING SIGN FOR HOODED PLOVERS AT YALGORUP, WA
Sonia Sanchez, Fairy Tern Project Coordinatbctoria
For more than three decades, volunteers have been counting Hooded Plovers across the salt lakes of Yalgorup National Park

km south of Perth, quietly building one of the longest datasets we have for this species in Western Australia. When e analys
this dataset, the result was confronting: adult Hooded Plover numbers at Yalgorup have fallen by around 75% since the mid 199



Science and research

In the mid1990s, an estimated 780 adult Hooded
Plovers were using the Yalgorup lake system, includ
local breeding pairs and summer visitors that breed
inland lakes. By 2024, that number had dropped
fewer than 20. Declines were recorded acrogsstrof
the regularly monitored parts of the park, with the
steepest losses at former strongholds such as L4
Preston North. This matters because Yalgorup Hh
long been considered a key refuge for the Weste
Hooded Plover, a subspecies found only in semést
Western Australia and still lacking the same level

—_

o

o
1

751

50 1

25

Total estimated adults across sites

) ) . 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2024
protection and research attention as its easter Year
counterpart. _ _ _ _
Estimated adult Hooded Plover Numbers over Time. Supplied by Sonia
When and where birds gather: Samchez.

Hooded Plovers were most abundant at Yalgorup in

summer, when wide lake shorelines provide breeding, feeding and roosting habitat. This is also when the largest flocks forme
made up largely of birds that breed at inland salt lakes. In the early 2000s, flocks88f Biods were not unusual. Today, fksc

rarely exceed 2€B0 birds, and large flocks have not been recorded for nearly a decade. Banding records showed that many ¢
these flocking birds are highly mobile, moving between lakes and, in some trase#ling more than 150 km to inland breeding
sites before returning to Yalgorup.
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Breeding was recorded in almost every month of the year and across most lakes. Some chicks did fledge successfullyl and ove
breeding success was comparable to, or higher than, some reported figures from eastern Australia. This suggests that pc
breeding success at Yalgorup alone is unlikely to explain the scale of the decline.
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The most likely causes appear to lie beyond Yalgorup itself. Many Western Hooded Plovers breed at inland salt lakes, habit
that are becoming increasingly degraded due to rising salinity, declining rainfall, altered water regimes, grazing cattle an
predation pressure. If fewer young birds are surviving or returning from these inland systems, fewer adults will join suskser flo
at Yalgorup, exactly the pattern we observed.

Local pressures still matter too. Nest flooding, fox and gull predation, and occasional vehicle disturbance were all,rbabrded
uncertainty around nest fates and causes of failure was high. More targeted breeding monitoring is needed to better udderstan
K2g t20Ff ONBSRAYy3a O2y(iNRO6dziSa G2 |, Ff3I2NHAIQA LIRLIzZE FGA2Y

Why this matters for conservation:

The sharp decline at Yalgorup raises serious concerns for the Western Hooded Plover across its range. These lakesgeovide s
and highly suitable habitat in the Swan Coastal Plain region, suggesting the decline is unlikely to be due to dispeesaléast
These findings provide strong evidence that the subspecies may now meet criteria for national threatened species listiag, and
highlight the vital role that longerm volunteer monitoring plays in revealing significant declines.



The message is clear, protecting Hooded Plovers in Western Australia will require attention not only to beaches, biragiso to
inland and coastal lake systems, and continued support for the people who monitor them year after year.

Western Hooded Plover Flock, comprising 8 adults and two immature birds, Lake PollardBRiriissell.

This study was published in Corella in February 2026 and was authored by Bill Russell, Sonia Sanchez and Marcusi8ingor. Bi
Marcus are part of the volunteer team who have been monitoring Yalgorup Lakes for decades. If you would like a copy of th
pape, please contact Sonia abnia.sanchez@birdlife.org.au

PROTECTING CRITICAL HABITAT OF-BESTHIG SHOREBIRDS AND SEABIRDS IN THE COORONG

Kerri Bartley,CoorongBeachnesting Birds CoordinatqiBirdLife AustraliaSouth Australia

BirdLife Australia were successful with an application to deliv~~ —~—
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project is funded through the DEW Shorebird and Wetlal
Habita Project in the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mol -
(CLLMM) region. Works commenced in October last year & -
we are thrilled to be calelivering this project with Ngarrindjerit=
Aboriginal Corporation and the Yarluwar Rangers. E

The aim of the project is to deliver on ground solutions :
support breeding success at nesting sites at the Murray Mo ’
and along 30km of Coorong ocean beach for the Endange = =+ =
Fairy Tern and Vulnerable Hooded Plover. This area has
challenges for beachesters including heavy 4wd uss

throughout the year and especially during the breeding seas Grainne |nstaII|ng new Hooded Plover protectlon signs near
Hooded Plover chicks. Photo: Kerri Bartley.



mailto:sonia.sanchez@birdlife.org.au

Several workshops have been delivered to raise awareness within the community and to provide training for the Yarluwar Range
involving breeding monitoring, site protection, predator print identification and tracking, egg floating, remote cameradise a
Hooded Plover banding.

Installation of a remote 4G camera on a Fox cage trap near
the Murray Mouth Fairy Tern colony. Photo: Chris Martin.

Unfortunately, this past season saw a fox predate on more than
152 Fairy Tern nests at the Murray Mouth site. This was devastating
for everyone to watch unfold over 45 pain staking days until the fox
was finally controlled by NPWS mobilising a shooter, byuthis
time nearly all the nests were already lost to the fox. A few nests
managed to make it through to hatching which resulted in 7 Fairy
Tern and 5 Little Tern chicks fledging at the site for the season.

We also had success with Hooded Plover breeding along the
Coorong ocean beach with 2 pairs producing 2 fledglings (1 each)
from both breeding sites. Installation of some newly developed
signage along the base of the dune, requesting beach users to drive
slowly and avoid the upper beach, likely contributed towards this
success. Seeing small Hooded Plover chicks from a 4wd drive on an
open beach is nearly impossible! We are preparing to commence
breeding habitat remediation works leading into winter including
controlling sea wheat grass and sea spurge which has taken over

the foredune areas and upper beach where the birds need to

breed. We are replacing these weeds with 38@inifex

hirustuscuttings to encourage dune stabilisation and gently
sloping morphology, which we know the birds need for the
chicks to escape threats like high tides, storm surges and 4wd

traffic.

Yarluwar Ruwe Rangers practicing egg floating and remote came
installation on fake nests. Photo: Kerri Bartley.




