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Executive Summary

Hooded Plover monitoring, site protection and community engagement on the Adelaide metro and

Fleurieu Peninsula coast  is coordinated through Bird Li f e A u s tShadnh ouaShaes with Coastal

Wildlife Project staff and supported by the Green Adelaide Landscape Board (Green Adelaide) .ltis

funded primarily through Green Adelaide with additional support  from the Australian Governmen td s

National Landcare Program  (Back From the Brink) , administ ered by the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape

Board (Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu)  .Itis further supported by BirdLife Australia 6s National Bea
nesting Bird team and resources . The work is undertaken in collaboration with Adelaide metro and

Fleurieu coastal councils and relies on dedicated support from trained BirdLife Australia volunteers.

During the 202 4/25 Hooded Plover breeding season 4,754 observations were entered into the
MyBeachBird data porta |. An additional 421 entries were completed before and after the breeding
season, capturing valuable information about flocking and roosting sit es. There were 98 volunteers
participating in ~ on-site monitoring . A staggering 6,911 hours were spentby the dedicatedteamo f
volunteers to monitor the Hooded Plovers and their threats , contribute to the running of the  Beach -

nesting Birds program , and to educate the public about the Hooded Plovers in our region.

There were 61 beach sites visited through the season with 50 sites monitored frequently . A total of
35 Hooded Plover breeding pairs were confirmed as actively nesting at 36 sites on the Adelaide
Metro and Fleurieu coast  (compared to 36 pairs at 37 sites in 2023/24) . In addition, there was one
pair on territory with scrapes but no nest , and one additional site where a pair was regularly on
site; however, no scrapes or nests were found . It may be due to this being a pebble beach
substrate , making itdifficultto i dent i fy @&®snbinedpith they 6 consistent disturbance  caused

from illegal vehicles traversing the pebble bank . The remaining sites recorded no breeding activity.

This season there were 110 breeding attempts , 278 eggs observed , 72 chicks observed and 1 6
fledglings (compared to 97 chicks and 18 fledglings in 2023/24 , and 52 chicks and 16 fledglings in
2022/23 ). The percentage of nests that failed at egg stage was 71.8% (79 nests) , higher than last
season (66.7% in 2023/24), and  lower than the  season prior ( 77.3% in 2022/23) . High tides and
storm surges were the suspected cause of failure for 6 nest s and the known cause of failure for 10

nests (20.25 % of failures). Fourteen nest failures were suspected to have been the result of fox

depredation with records of fox prints around these nests and a fox captured on a remote camera
was the known cause of failure for one nest (accounting for 18.99 % of failures) . In addition, there
was one nest with partial eggloss  to afox and the remaining loss to tide . Ravens were the suspected
cause of loss for 9 nests and the known cause of failure for one nest (12.66 % of failures ). The
percentage of chicks observed that survived to fledging increased from last season (22.2% in
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2024/25 compared to 18.6% in 2023/24). H owever, this percentage is lower than the four previous

seasons. Known causes of failure of chicks include predation by kestrels and silver gulls with
additional causes of failure suspected to be predation by foxes, kestrels, silver gulls, ma  gpies, a
raven and a dog. It is also suspected that an E-bike being ridden on the beach was the cause of
failure for one chick which was seen in a wheel rut in the sand before a silver gull flew off with the
dead or injured chick. Despite the loss of eggs and chicks , the Hooded Plover fledgling per pair

result was 0. 46, which me t the target range of 0.4  -0.5 to maintain population viability over time.

The 1 6 fledglings from the 202  4/2 5 breeding season came from across the region andt here were

2 new breeding sites  this season , West Beach and Whalers  (Victor Harbor) . Bird Island had 1

fledgling . West Beach, in the City of Charles Sturt, had the first fledgling recorded for the season
nationally. Therewas also asecond fledgling from  the second nesting attempt at West Beach . There
was 1 fledgling at Port Stanvac, in the Onkaparinga council area . There were 6 fledglings from

Yankalilla council area  (including triplets from Tunkalilla East ), 3 fledglings from Victor Harbor

(including 1 fromt he new breeding site at Whalers ) and 3 fledglings from Alexandrina  council area .

Ofthe 16 fledglings, 4 were from remote sites (Bird Island T 1, and Tunkalilla East T 3).

With the incredible support of councils and BirdLife Volunteers , 85 (77.27%) o fthe 110 confirmed
nests on the Adelaide Metro and Fleurieu Peninsula coast had some form of nest site  management
(predominantly temporary fencing and signage). Of the 1 6 fledglings this season , 13 came from

nests with some form of nest site  management . The other fledgling s were from Tunkalilla East, a

remote site.

Dog disturbance and impacts on nesting activity is still of high concern. Council compliance teams

have invested considerable staff resources for compliance visits to Hooded Plover sites, and most
councils have now incorporated a by-law requiring dogs -on-lead at Hooded Plover breeding sites.
Compliance visits and use of council dog signs have gradually increased since 2017 when councils,

working with BirdLife Australia and Green Adelaide (AMLR NRM Board at the time), first started
introducing the new regulations. However, review of threat data collected by volunteers for each

council area reveals that numbers of off leash dogs detected within the 100 metres of Hooded

Plover breeding sites a  re still prohibitively high. Stricter regulations will become a future necessity

if successful coexistence (i.e. as a minimum, leashing dogs in the vicinity of actively breeding

Hooded Plovers) cannot be achieved. In June 2024, BirdLife Australia provided a submission to the

South Australia Dog and Cat Management Act 1995 Review recommending a consistent approach

to managing the impacts of off leash dogs on protected wildlife including that dogs should be on a
lead within 100 metres of a Hooded Plover Breed ing Area as a minimum restriction
Suspected f ox depredation of both nests and chicks was reported across the region . This season

Green Adelaide continued to fund fox den searches with staff, a contractor and utilising sniffer dogs

If active dens were located, den fumigation was completed in partnership with local government,
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DEW and private land managers. Fox den searches are timed toreduce fox pressure on the Hooded
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Plover breeding season and when foxes are known to be actively breeding and inside aden . Across
Metro and Fleurieu coasts 66 fox dens were found and treated.  Additional measure s to reduce the
pressure of foxes on Hooded Plovers included the use of FOXWatch E devices for which we continue
to explore the efficacy of , the use of Canid Pest Ejectors at a remote site , and education with

landholders about fox management

Vehicles on beaches adds yet another threat to beach -nesting birds.  Vehicles can cause disturbance
to nesting birds  forcing theincubating adult s toleavethe nest. Vehicles canalso runoverand crush
eggs, strike flightless chicks and disturb their access to critical foraging areas by the shoreline,
resulting in starvation . In addition, Hooded Plovers vulnerable to vehicle strike when newly fledged

as they are not yet proficient flyers and reaction times to respond to threats are slower and still
developing for several months  as they are dispersing across unfamiliar coastlines and becoming
exposed to new threats . Fledging success i s limited on beaches where vehicles are allowed and
there is also concern about the  increasing use of E -bikes on beaches . BirdLife Australia continues

to advocate for better protection of beach -nesting birds and has been working closely with Birds

SA and DEW on deve loping vehicle restrictions at known high biodiversity , breeding and refuge

sites across the  State.

BirdLife Australia work with stakeholders across the region to improve Hooded Plover fledgling

success. One mechanism for  improving our adaptive management capacity is by prepar ing and
present ing individual Council and National Parks (Newland Head Conservation Park) reports which
are based on the invaluable data collected by volunteers. These reports summaris e breeding
success, threats and recommendations and help plan for the season ahead. Some other examples
of stakeholder engagement include providing advice for mitigating the impacts of beach
management works and events near Hooded Plover breeding areas and presenting at coastal

management forums and conferences.

The engagement of the community is vital for the protection of our beach -nesting birds. BirdLife
Australia staff and volunteers participate in  engagement activities and events across the region
including on beach pop -up education sessions, information stands at festivals, introduction to

beach -nesting bird workshops through SA®&s Na tandr educdfiens sebsiors| with surf -
lifesaving clubs . Community education is also developed through media including  social media |,
radio and television interviews and newsletters. The c ommu n i kngwedge of and support for the

protection of Hooded Plovers continues to grow

Save Birds. Save Life. 6
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Image 1. Chickat Middleton Beach West (Photo: M. Stokes )

Introduction

Over 8 7% of the Australian population liv es within 50 kilometres of the coast (ABS 2020) . A
growi ng tr eeadharige 6 , a avithdcoastal tourism representing $24.7 billion Australia wide

in 2019 (Austrade 2019) , significant and increasing pressure is placed on shorebirds. In South

Australia, there are 4 species of resident shorebirds, the Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher, Red -capped
Plover and Hooded Plover, that nest on ocean beaches and offshore islands, as well as seabirds

such asthe Fairy Ternthatis listed as threatened  nationally and endangered in South Australia.

Hooded Plovers are listed as Vulnerable and both Oystercatcher species as Rare in South Australia

under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 . Hooded Plovers (Eastern) are also listed as
Vulnerable under national legislation, the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act

1999 (EPBC Act) . This listing occurred in 2015 based on citizen science data collected through
biennial counts and  monitoring of  breeding success , providing evidence for the species eligibility
under threatened criter ia. Under the EPBC Act, a Conservation Advice has been prepared for the
Eastern Hooded Plover in 2014 . This conservation advice aims to provide national direction to
implement priority actions and mitigate against key threats. Areview and update  were undertaken
in 2019 but still await Federal Ministerial approval. In 2025, a national Hoode  d Plover recovery

team is being initiated to improve consistency and sharing of information nationally.

Hooded Plovers are the most threatened of beach -nesting resident shorebirds because they are
habitat specialists. They are limited to breeding and feeding exclusively on ocean beaches in South
Australia, with the rare exception of some coastal saline lakes in parts of the Southeast coast, Yorke
Peninsula and on the Eyre Peninsula. The Fairy Tern isasmall bird, that feeds primarily on fish and
is generally restricted to shallow water coastal areas and estuaries . Fairy Terns prefer to nest close

to available food resources to forage, whereas oystercatchers have a broader nesting habitat range

Save Birds. Save Life. 7
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which includes rocky outcrops, islands and more heavily vegetated dune areas .Red-capped Plovers
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occupy a range of habitats including samphire saltmarsh, freshwater wetlands, low energy beaches,

salt fields and claypans.

Beach -nesters make simple nest  -scrapes inthe sand, and their well -camouflaged eggs and chicks
are extremely difficult to spot, and therefore at great risk of being trampled by visitors to the beach.

People, unleashed dogs, horses and vehicles on beaches not only pose a direct threat, but they also

disturb incubating adults, resulting in temporary nest abandonment which exposes the eggs and
chicks to harsh temperatures, and both natural and introduced predators such as ravens, gulls,
magpies, foxes and cats . This is particularly true of disturbances caused by unleashed dogs and
vehicles , where adults spend long periods away from the nest s and chicks . Furthermore, residential

development and littering attract increased numbers of predators to beaches.

Chicks cannot fly for five weeks and need to forage on the beach to survive: this places them in

harmés way, and they are easily crushed or disturbed by
If they spend too much time in hiding, they can starve to death or be exposed to harsh
temperatures in the absence of a brooding adult . The adult birds attempt to distract potential

threats, leaving the chicks unattended and exposed to predators. In addition, vehicles on beaches

compact the sand, impacting on the bulk of prey items that these shorebirds rely on . Hooded
Plovers remain vulnerable to vehicle strike when newly fledged as they are dispersing across
unfamiliar coastlines , becoming exposed to new threats and do not become proficient flyers for

several months

Given the severe pressures placed on coastal breeding birds, in particular the threatened status of

the Hooded Plover, BirdLife Australia embarked on a pr
recreationists and Beach-nesting Bi r ds 6 i n 2006. Beaches wi || al ways
recreation within Australian culture, and the best solution to a problem which is very much human

generated, is to try and engage people to change their behaviours and help protect these birds so

the y have a future. This project has evolved into the National Beach -nesting Birds Program and is

currently funded by a range of Government grants and stakeholder partnerships, as well as various

philanthropic trusts and donors across Australia
The Beach -nesting Birds program on the Adelaide Coast and  Fleurieu Peninsula was initiated as a
collaboration  between BirdLife Australia and Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges Natural Resources

Management Board in 2008 -2009, with initial investment supporting the 2008 Hooded Plover

Biennial Count. With the enactment of the Landscape South Australia Act 2019, NRM Boards were

superseded by Landscape Boards. The Adelaide Metro and Fleurieu Peninsula Hooded Plover

population spans across both the Green Adelaide and Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu regions . This

season there were 1 3 pairs nestingatl 4 sites onGreen Adel ai debs coastl i 6.8 repr e

Save Birds. Save Life. 8
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of the population  (compared to 13 pairs at 13 sites in 2023/24 ). The remaining 2 2 pairs (6 3.9%)

occur along Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu 6 €oastline ( down from 23 pairsin 202 3/2 4).

The Hooded Plover Program is part of -BestingBirdsfpeograhustr al i a
Green Adelaide continues to support the program through funding and staff across the two regions.

On the Fleurieu and metropolitan coast, it is primarily supported by funding through Green Adelaide

with additional support from the Australian Government, Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu - amember

of the Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners panel, and t he South Australian Gov
Citizen Science Grant. The pr  ogram is also supported by local councils, the National Parks and

Wildlife Service SA and its amazing volunteers.

The Hooded Plover program is an excellent example of conservation success. Strong partnerships,
volunteer investment and community working together, to not just halt the decline of this
threatened species, but to ensure it thrives. Busy urban beaches have seen remarkable success

and is an excellent case study showing that wildlife and the community can co -exist.

Aims of the program

The main aim of the National Beach -nesting Birds (BNB) program is to involve coastal communities

and land managers in  the protection of breeding sites to see an overall improvement in breeding
success. The program focuses on the Hooded Plover in Victoria , South Australia and Western
Australia and uses an adaptive management approach, improving on -ground management and
community awareness  strategies over time. The results are applicable in a broader sense to other

beach - nesting birds around Australia.

The national objectives of this recovery program are to:

1. Improve breeding success and population resilience of Hooded Plovers through:
- On-ground threat mitigation at priority sites across the species o6range .
- Research to overcome key knowledge gaps including improving threat mitigation, as well
as to evaluate and adapt best practice for Hooded Plover recovery
- Education to shape sustainable beach use behaviours
2. ldentify, protect , and restore critical habitat so that the current distribution is protected and
maintained or improved
3. Develop tools, resources, capacity and supportive policy to ensure long -term sustainability

and consistent delivery of recovery actions.

Inthe Adelaide metro and Fleurieu Peninsula specifically, our aims are expanded into the following

detailed actions:

Save Birds. Save Life. 9
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1. Improve breeding success and population resilience of Hooded Plovers:

i. Monitor the breeding status of all known pairs on the Adelaide coast and  Fleurieu Peninsula
during the breeding months ( July - April ). Seek to maintain monitoring of sites over time to
quantify improvements in breeding success related to management investment

ii. Ensure all sites where birds are monitored, have potential threats being simultaneously
monitored. This is to assess changes in the occurrence and severity of threats over time, to
detect new and emerging threats, and to assess the impact of threats on bre eding
outcomes .

iii. Implement on -ground protection of individual breeding sites assessed as vulnerable,
foll owing best practice management protocols outlin
beach-nesting birds in Australiaé (Maguire 2008)

iv. Implement an adaptive management approach, by investigating the effectiveness of nest
site protection and modifying where appropriate (and following best practice) in subsequent
seasons. For example, management techniques can be adapted to local geomorphol ogical
and beach user specifications

V. Install remote cameras at nest sites where nests repeatedly fail to detect and identify nest
predators. This is done following strict protocols and there are strict limits on the frequency
of use of remote cameras to avoid any predator associations between cameras and nests

Vi. Band a sample of Hooded Plovers on the Adelaide coastand Fleurieu Peninsula and maintain
a database of future sightings to track movements, survival rates and site and pair fidelity.
This will lead to better knowledge about the exchange of birds between the Adelaide coast
and Fleurieu Peninsula and other regions of South Australia, and possibly other states,
enabling a better idea of what we consider a population. Blood samples are taken to
contribute to a collaborative study of population genetics carried out by Museums Victor ia,
Deakin University and BirdLife A ustralia .

vii. Increase awareness and engagement of communities in Hooded Plover conservation via
media, social media, and organised events and activities such as the biennial count, scope
viewing, workshops , community art projects, school visits and craft stalls. Awareness raising
and opportunities to participate are carried out with the aim of changing beach user

behaviour to promote long -term coexistence and minimise human impacts.

2. Protect and restore critical habitat so that the current distribution is maintained and

protected

i. Maintain a current distribution map and database of the location of breeding pairs of Hooded

Plovers onthe Adelaide coast and Fleurieu Peninsula

Save Birds. Save Life. 10
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ii. Participate in the Hooded Plover eastern mainland census (Biennial Count) every two years
(e.g. November 202 6, November 2028 ) to inform population trend and high -level threat
trend analyses

iii. Using threat assessments from the Biennial Count, coupled with local volunteer knowledge
of intensively monitored sites, identify sites where habitat is being degraded by invasive or
introduced weeds and target these sites for weed control and follow up spinifex plantings

iv. Identify sites at risk of tidal inundation and investigate potential for habitat retreat or habitat
improvements to create longer -term resilience to adapt to rising sea levels

V. Protect sites from habitat modifications that will impact suitability for nesting, foraging,
roosting or flocking

Vi. Seek to understand impacts of climate change on population distribution and to prioritise

sites for habitat protection, including protection from future coastal armouring projects.

3. Develop tools, resources, capacity and supportive policy to ensure long -term

sustainability and consistent delivery of recovery actions.

i. Establish O6Friends of the Hooded Pl oveasbandFegieuo n a l gr

Peninsula to encourage community ownership and long -term sustainability of the program

ii. Develop new resources and materials to support and improve participation of volunteers
and land managers in monitoring and recovery actions for the Hooded Plover

iii. Hold regular meetings, workshops and training opportunities and support communications
between volunteers, land managers and program coordinators so that all participants share
feedback and work collaboratively toward improved recovery outcomes

iv. Ensure all data is entered into BirdLife Australi ad:
national program

V. Work in partnership with land managers to deliver consistent on -ground recovery actions,
signage and messaging

Vi. Engage with local, state and federal government policy and decision makers to ensure
threats to Hooded Plovers and their habitat are acknowledged and managed accordingly.
This may for example include influencing local bylaws, statewide threatened species o r
coastal planning legislation, tourism or events management, beach renourishment projects,

etc.

The main roles of the different groups working on this project are as follows:

9 BirdLife Australia staff provide strategic direction for recovery of Hooded Plovers across the
Eastern mainland, register and induct volunteers, maintain ethics and permit approvals,
provide advice, workshops, training , and technical support, as well as data analysis and
maintenance of the national MyBeachBird database. BirdLife Australia staff carry out
research to improve recovery efforts, analyse and review data to maintain an adaptive

management approach, and maintai n a national network for information sharing and

Save Birds. Save Life. 11
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supporting recovery of the Hooded Plover. BirdLife Australia staff ~ work to raise awareness
and provide education to coastal communities. BirdLife Australia  staff work with  BirdLife

Australia volunteers, Green Adelaide Coast and Seas team, council s, Landscapes Hills and
Fleurieu , and Department for Environment and Water (DEW) to coordinate or advise on nest
protection responses  across the coast.

1 Insome regions along the Adelaide and Fleurieu coast, Coastal Conservation Officers from
Green Adelaide coordinate nest protection responses for the project and support BirdLife
Australia volunteers, and local council staff for on ground implementation

1 A Regional Support Officer  role, funded by Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu through Australian
Government Back from the Brink funding, assist s with delivery of volunteer support ,
awareness raising and  site protectio n.

1 BirdLife Australia  Volunteer Regional Coordinators  , Beach Leaders and Volunteers undertake
the important roles of monitoring breeding birds and site threats, recording data on the

portal, installing fences/signs, and talking with the public, etc.

Connection to regional and  statewide plans

At a regional level, two Coastal Action Plans have been completed for the Adelaide and Mount Lofty

Ranges Natural Resources Management Board region: the Southern Fleurieu Coastal Action Plan
(SFCAP) and for relevant coastal areas of the Metropolitan Adelaide and Northern Coastal Action

Plan (MANCAP). These plans contain detailed coastal maps and plant and animal lists and relevant
data and recommendations . The plans also outline key conservation priorities along the coast,

provide suggested actions and iden tify key partners and stakeholders to be involved.

The Coastal Action Plans are used to assist in priority setting of coastal management actions for

Green Adelaide and Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu , councils , DEW and private landholders . In
implementing the Coastal Action Plans, Green Adelaide and Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu address
local initiatives  identified in the Plans  to conserve Hooded Plovers and other Beach -nesting Birds

as well as providing resourcing towards BirdLife Australia coordination.

Green Adelaide has recently reviewed the MANCAP priority actions and achievements with local
councils , stakeholders and partners with the document to be released in 2026 . Landscapes Hills
and Fleurieu arealso reviewing the SFCAP . Th ese documents update the extension of Hooded Plover
territories and flocking sites across the region and capture additional threats not previously
included . In view of the status of this species, the Hooded Plover has been flagged as a focal species

for the SFCAP and the MANCAP area.

The South Australian Recovery Plan for the Hooded Plover (Baker -Gabb and Weston 2006)  remains
in draft form. Relevant actions and priorities of this draft were incorporated into the Coastal Action

Pl anbs detailed | ocal actions to manage foreshore use to

Save Birds. Save Life. 12
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nesting and fledging season. Key players identified were the Department for Environment and
Water, councils, community , andthe previous Natural Resources Management Board. Many of these
actions and priorities need updating due to the considerable advances in research and knowledge
of South Australian Hooded Plover sites, threats , and actions since 2006.  While BirdLife Australia
has developed a Conservation Action Plan ( 2019 -current ) and is currently acting to coordinate
recovery actions, working alongside each of the Landscape Boards, across South Australia, there

would be great benefit to updating the South Australian Hooded Plover recovery plan and

formalising this to strengthen support and awareness of the current aims and approach.

The Australian Government, through the Saving Native Species program, has funded BirdLife
Australia to establish a Recovery Team for the Hooded Plover (eastern). An initial meeting will be
held in February 2026. The primary function of the Recovery Team is advancing Hooded Plover

recovery by addressing gaps in conservation that require partnerships across the species range.

An Overview of the 202 4/202 5 Breeding Season

Monitoring effort

As part of BirdLi f enesting Bitds Rrdgram, 6 svolhteerscphrticipating in monitoring
of breeding Hooded Plover pairs at priority sites across South Australia entered their data into the
MyBeachBird portal.  On the Adelaide Metro coast and Fleurieu Peninsula, an attempt is made to

monitor all occupied sites, i.e., the entire population of Hooded Plovers, while elsewhere in South
Australia, only a sample of breeding pairs are monitored within each Landscape region due to

logistical and resource constraints , and the smaller human population sizes from which to recruit

volunteers .

The volunteers and staff on the Adelaide Metro coast and Fleurieu Peninsula once again displayed

a tremendous effort in entering their sightings into the MyBeachBird portal with a total of 4,754
data records entered during the 202 4/202 5 Hooded Plover breeding  season and an additional 421
entries were completed before and after the breeding season, capturing valuable information about

flocking and roosting sites . There were 98 BirdLife Australia volunteers that participated in on site
monitoring along with two BirdLife staff , one Green Adelaide staff member, and other stakeholder

staff .

Overall, 3 3.52% of the data entries for the national Hooded Plover program , and 74.40% of all

South Australian entries were from the Adelaide Metro and Fleurieu Peninsula, which is to be

commended. It also highlights the value of having BirdLife Australia 6 s Sharing the Shor.
Coastal Wildlife Project  staff based in Adelaide (  supported by Green Adelaide) , the support from

multiple VRCs and Beach Leaders and the additional support available from the Green Adelaide

Coast and Seas team
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~

birdlife

AUSTRALIA
Volunteers contributed a staggering 6,911 hours overthe breeding season. Volunteer time includes

e -

time monitoring the birds  and their threats , installing site  protection management, travel time, data
entry time, planting spinifex seedlings at the Our Plover Coast sites, and the additional coordination

and actions undertaken by the Volunteer Regional Coordinators ( VRCs) and Beach Leaders . The
VRCs and Beach Leaders contribut ed approximately 1,736 of the volunteer hours . It is important

to note thatt hese hours are best estimates but certainly an underestimate as they do not reflect

all of the hours volunteers put in over emails, phone calls, text messages, training & meetings,
going through photos, and other situations that have not been accounted for. In addition, t hese
volunteer hours do not include hours spent monitoring other species of beach -nesting birds.

There were 61 sites visited by volunteers over the breeding season, 50 of these sites were regularly

monitored for breeding. Historically occupied sites and flocking sites were visited in addition to

known breeding sites, to determine if there were new breeding pairs.

Hooded Plover breeding s ite use

The monito ring of 61 potential Hooded Plover breeding sites revealed 44 sites with nests and an
additional two sites where pairs were demo nstrating breeding behaviou r. In addition to the sites
withnest s, one sitehada pair on territory with scrapes but no nest , and one site had apair regularly
on site ; however, no scrapes were found likely because of the pebble beach substrate that makes

it difficult to see scrapes . The remaining sites recorded no breeding activity

Data included in the report is from breeding pairs that have had monthly visits (as a minimum).
Anything less than monthly visits means that it is not possible to confirm the number of nesting
attempts and could potentially miss an entire fledging event if enough months are missed. Three
sites were monitored even though no birds were seen during the season because these sites were
historically occupied and potentially a location where young birds may try to establish a territory.

The remaining sites had bir  ds sighted, either individuals or flocks , at least once during the season.

There were some changes to breeding sites in the 2024/25 season. Forexample, there were partner
changes during the 2024/25 season at both Ochre Cove and Bashams Beach (See Table 4). There
were also two new nesting locations. The pair, RT and unbanded partner, that nested at the Torrens

River Mouth in 2022/23 and 2023/24 , moved to a nesting site at West Beach . This site  has not
previously been recorded a s a nesting site  since consistent monitoring from 2009 . Another new
nesting site was established by an unbanded pair at Whalers , near Victor Harbor  (see Image 2) . In
addition to the new sites that were established , hesting was once again reported at Southport. This
season an unbanded pair had a 2 -egg nest (0 chicks, 0 fledglings) at Southport (see Image 3)
Previous ly reported nesting attempts at ~ Southport Beach include one nest (0 chicks, 0O fledglings)
back in 2012/13 and one nest (2 chicks, O fledglings) in 2011/12.

Save Birds. Save Life. 14
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Image 2. New nesting site at Whalers, Victor Harbor (Photo: K. Bartley).

Image 3. Location and nest at Southport. First nesting attempt at this site since 2012/13 (Photo A. Read ).

There were territory changes during the 2024/25 season. Through the flagging program, we were
able to confirm changes in territories of individual birds and pairs (see flagging section below for
details). Some pairs will use multiple sites in a year and between seasons. Examples of territory

changes during the 2024/25 season include:

1 JR Left (White) & unbanded partner nested twice at Moana South and then had a third nest
at Moana Beach. The 1 ! nest (3 eggs) was lost to a tide. The 2 nd nest (3 eggs) and 3 " nest
(2 eggs) hatched but did not produce fledglings. JR has been recorded changing territories
previously. In 2023/24  , JR had a nest at Snapper Point (3 eggs) followed by a nest at Moana
Beach South (3 eggs). The nest at Snapper Point did not hatch. The Moana Beach South

Save Birds. Save Life. 15
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nest was the first nest produced by JR Left (White) to successfully hatch, with 2 chicks that
were then taken by a kestrel at 2 days old. JR is a 6 -year -old female Hooded Plover that
previously nested at Maslin Beach/+North (1 nest, 2 eggs, 2022/23), Aldin ga South (1 nest,
1 egg, 2021/22) with no eggs hatching during these breeding attempts. Although JR has
not successfully produced a fledgling, the number of eggs and number of nests to hatch are
increasing.

1 This season , CS Right (White) & unbanded partner had 4 failed nests at Carrickalinga
Estuary. A fox, raven, silver gull, human and dog were suspected causes of failure for these
nests. CS & partner  then moved to Carrickalinga Sands where their 5 hand final nest of the
season hatched 3 chicks and successfully produced 1 fledgling. Estuarine areas often provide
good food resources and areas for Hooded Plover chicks to shelter; however, these areas
may also be corridors for foxes and busy sites for people and dogs; territory changes are
likely aresult ofthe cumulative threats and pressures at these sites.

1 Another pair that frequently moves between sites is PX Right (White) & unbanded partner.
This season PX & partner nested 3 times at Victor Central. The 1 st nest was lost to tide. The
second nest hatched, and 2 chicks were observed but did not fledge. The 3 4 nest failed and
was suspected to have been predated on by a fox. The pair then moved to Hindmarsh River
Mouth wherethe 4 ™ nest was lost to a raven. For the final nest of the season the pair moved
to Olivers Reef where they successfully produced 2 fledglings. Last season the pair was
observed at Hi ndmar sh Ri ver ,Mooducilg saapes buDhoinesessr 6 s Reef
However, at Victor Central they produc ed 5nestsand 2 fledglings (see further details about

territory changes in Table 4).

Tables 1 -4 provide an overview of breeding sites monitored and Figures1 and 2 show breeding site
locations. A breakdown of the number of data portal entries for each site, and threat assessments

at each site can be found in Table 1.

Save Birds. Save Life. 16
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Table 1. Number of portal entries and threat assessments on the Adelaide coast and  Fleurieu Peninsula during the

2024/ 25 breeding season. Portal entries are the number of entri

Full threat assessments include both the observed number of threats plus print assessments. There are some sites

where the substrate does not allow for print data to be collected (e.g. Rocky coastline, with no sand). *Denotes sites

that were visited infrequenttleys amodnintootr eidndoc liund eTda bilne t2h.e 6 s
Site Territory Portal = Number Threat Full Threat % Full Threat

Entries  Assessments Assessments Assessments
Completed

Aldinga 191 166 143 74.87%
Aldinga Nth (Aldinga Beach Rd) 120 93 72 60.00%
Aldinga South* 9 9 5 55.56%
Ballaparudda/Callawonga 18 17 17 94.44%
Bashams Beach 71 71 71 100.00%
Bird Island Outer Harbor 7 6 3 42.86%
Carrickalinga Estuary 104 53 21 20.19%
Carrickalinga North 147 83 32 21.77%
Carrickalinga Rotunda 62 20 1 1.61%
Carrickalinga Sands (South) 43 23 6 13.95%
Christies Beach* 1 1 1 100.00%
Deep Creek CP Blowhole beach* 1 0 0 0.00%
Glenelg Beach North* 1 0 0 0.00%
Hallett Cove 21 18 16 76.19%
Henley Beach* 1 0 0 0.00%
Hindmarsh River Mouth 25 25 24 96.00%
Inman River Outlet 146 141 139 95.21%
Lands End* 4 2 2 50.00%
Marino Rocks* 9 8 0 0.00%
Maslin Beach 92 90 0 0.00%
Maslin Beach North 150 144 42 28.00%
Middleton Beach East 49 48 48 97.96%
Middleton Beach West 95 92 84 88.42%
Minda Dunes 63 24 7 11.11%
Moana Beach 111 93 74 66.67%
Moana Beach South 145 128 112 77.24%
Morgans Beach Fleurieu* 2 0 0 0.00%
Myponga Beach East 13 6 5 38.46%
Myponga Beach Estuary 51 35 22 43.14%
Normanville Estuary 145 93 26 17.93%
Normanville North 16 8 4 25.00%
Ochre Cove, Maslins 163 143 81 49.69%
Olivers Reef 151 140 129 85.43%
Parsons Beach 16 15 15 93.75%
Port Stanvac 34 27 14 41.18%
Port Willunga 221 150 65 29.41%
Port Willunga Chinaman Gully 201 163 65 32.34%
Port Willunga South 132 68 39 29.55%
Seacliff/Brighton 217 124 71 32.72%
Sellicks Beach 34 17 16 47.06%
Semaphore Park (Mirani €t 5 4 4 80.00%

Recreation Pde)*

Save BirdsSavel ife. birdlife.org.au
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Site Territory Portal Number Threat Full Threat % Full Threat
Entries Assessments  Assessments ~ Assessments
Completed
Semaphore Sth (Recreation Pde 9 8 8 88.89%
Bower Rd)*
Sheepies Beach 20 8 6 30.00%
Shelley Beach.ady Bay 71 65 62 87.32%
Silver Sands 14 9 8 57.14%
Snapper Point 142 112 37 26.06%
Snapper Point North 75 62 14 18.67%
Southport 25 25 24 96.00%
Tennyson Dunes (Estcourt Rd Fort S 7 5 4 57.14%
Tokuremoar West 103 101 99 96.12%
Torrens River Mouth 86 48 5 5.81%
Trig Point* 2 2 2 100.00%
Tunkalilla 1st alcove far east* 3 3 2 66.67%
Tunkalilla East 19 19 19 100.00%
Tunkalilla Inner West 18 18 18 100.00%
Tunkalilla Midway 18 18 18 100.00%
Tunkalilla West 18 18 18 100.00%
Victor Central 98 96 91 92.86%
Waitpinga Beach (east) 13 13 13 100.00%
Waitpinga Beach (west) 13 12 11 84.62%
Waitpinga Estuary 13 13 10 76.92%
Watsons Gap 56 56 56 100.00%
West Beach 154 113 18 11.69%
West Lakes Beach (Estcourt-Rd 6 3 3 50.00%
Mirani Ct)*
Whalers 129 121 106 82.17%
Yankalilla river mouth 34 29 29 85.29%
Yilki 180 174 163 90.56%
Grand Total 4413 3499 2320 52.57%

Breeding success results

Inthe 202 4/2 5 breeding season , therewere 110 nesting attemptsby3 5 breeding pairs on the Adelaide
Metro coast and Fleurieu Peninsula (see Table 2) . The number of breeding pairs is one less than the
previous two seasons.  However, there were  other pairs on territory with scrapes and only one of the
sites used in the 2023/24 season was not used this  season (Waitpin ga Beach west) . The number of
nests is down from last season ( 123 in 2023/24) though it is the second highest number of nests
recorded (equalto  the numberin 2022/23). There were 72 chicks observed this season which is down
from last season (97 in 2023/24 ), but the third highest number of chicks observed since the Beach -
nesting Birds program began (there were 73 in 2021/22). A combination of the recovery management
actions across the region are likely maintaining the  number of adult Hooded Plovers . Pressures on
nestand chick survival should  continue to be investigated and increased protection  efforts directed to
reducing those.
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There were 16 fledglings in the 2024/2025 breeding season, down from 18 in the previous season.
However, t he approximate benchmark for fledgling production to maintain population viability over

time is setas 0.40 i 0.50 fledglings per pair per season, and this season me t this target (0.46) (see
Table 2) .

Variation in the pairs responsible for fledgling production isalsoimportant  to maintain genetic variation
and is supported by the fact that Hooded Plover fledging success  was geographically spread  this season
across the region , from the most northern site at Bird Island to the most southe astern site of the
region at Tokuremoar West. There was one fledgling from Bird Island and two fledglings from the new
breeding territory at West Beach, in the City of Charles Sturt. There was one fledgling from Port
Stanvac; however, there were no other fledglings from Onkaparinga Beaches this season (compared

to 7 fledglings in 2023/24 and 4 in 2022/23 ). There were 6 fledglings from the Yankalilla council area

and 3 fledglings from the Victor Harbor area , including 1 fledgling from a new breeding territory at
Whalers. There were  also 3 fledglings from the Alexandrina Council area. Variation to the pairs
responsible f or fledgling production is also supported by pairs that produced fledglings , for example,
RT & unbanded partner at West Beach produced fledglings  for the first time . Figures 3 and 4 provide

a geographic overview of locations where chicks hatched, figures 5 and 6 are of those sites that fledged

chicks. Table 3 provides a summary of nesting attempts for each pair monitored and Table 4 presents

more detail about each in  dividual nesting attempt.

Table 2. Summary of number of breeding pairs, sites monitored for breeding (see Table 1 for sites monitored), nests,

hatching or failing at egg stage, total number of eggs and chicks confirmed, and total chicks that fledged.

Season # pairs #nests # nests # nestsfail #eggs | # chicks obsv.| # fledglings | Fleddings
(# sites hatch eggstage (% of eggs) | (% ofchicks) Pair
monitored)
2009/10 12 (12) 18 9 (50.0%) 9 49 19 (38.8%) 7 (36.8%) 0.58
2010/11 19 (23) 36 14 (38.9%) | 22 83 26 (31.3%) 9 (34.6%) 0.47
2011/12 14 (26) 24 10 (41.7%) | 14 60 22 (36.7%) 8 (36.4%) 0.57
2012/13 20 (38) 34 11 (32.4%) | 23 76 23 (30.3%) 9 (39.1%) 0.45
2013/14 18 (35) 35 12 (34.3%) | 23 84 23 (27.4%) 9 (39.1%) 0.50
2014/15 20 (44) 46 17 (37.0%) | 29 107 32 (29.9%) 10 (31.3%) | 0.50
2015/16 21 (45) 42 26 (61.9%) | 16 112 63 (56.3%) 19 (30.2%) | 0.90
2016/17 24 (46) 56 19 (33.9%) | 37 141 39 (27.7%) 16 (41.0%) | 0.67
2017/18 27 (47) 59 23 (39.0%) | 36 153 52 (34.0%) 18 (34.6%) | 0.67
2018/19 33 (50) 86 22 (25.6%) | 64 223 46 (20.6%) 10 (21.7%) | 0.30
2019/20 28 (43) 82 32 (39.0%) | 50 218 69 (31.7%) 17 (24.6%) | 0.61
2020/21 31 (49) 98 26 (26.5%) | 72 232 52 (22.4%) 14 (26.9%) | 0.45
2021/22 31 (48) 93 30 (32.3%) | 63 229 73 (31.9%) 19 (26.0%) | 0.61
2022/23 36 62 110 26 (236%) | 85 266 52 (19.5%) 16 (30.8%) | 0.47
2023/24 36 (47) 123 41 (33.3%) | 82 315 97 (30.8%) 18 (18.6%) | 0.50
2024/25 35 () 110 31@82%) |79 278 72 25.9%) 16(22.2%) | 0.46
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Breeding timing and effort

Nesting began early this season with a nest found on 27™ July at Ochre Cove , the earliest recorded

on the Fleurieu and Adelaide coast since the program began (315t July 2023 at Torrens River Mouth is
the second earliest recorded ). This season 12 pairs had nests before the end of August (compared to
17 in 2023/24, 11 in 2022/23, 12 in 2021/22, and 6 in 2020 /21) ; however , only two of these early

nests hatched , West Beach and Minda Dunes . West Beachwas a new nesting site  and the first nest at
this site  was a 3-egg nest which hatched 2 chicks , 1 egg was not viable. One of these chicks fledge d.

These were the first  chicks, and the first fledgling (fledge d 9/10/24) recorded for the season across

the national monitoring program (see Image 4)

Image 4. WestBeach - first chick to fledge this season (Photo: J. Robins)

This season finished later than last season with a nest at Yilki which hatched 2 chicks on the 29
March . One of the 2 chicks su rvived until 24 ™ April. However, t his nest at Yilki was the only nest

established for the region in February. Last season (2023/24 ) there were 2 new nests in February,

both nests failed. Going further back in time, in 2022/23 there were 5 new nests in February, the final
chick disappearing on day 34 at Aldinga, on 11 th March and in 2021/22, there  were no new nests in
February .
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Fledglings were produced throughout the 2024/25 season, beginning with the earliest fledgling

recorded nationally in October. Of the 16 fledglings this season one chick fledg ed in October ( 6.25 %)
followed by one in November ( 6.25% ), four in December ( 25.00 %), one in January ( 6.25% ), 8 in
February (5 0.00 %), and one in March ( 6.25% ). February included a successful fledging of a complete

clutch of three eggs leading to triplets at Tunka lilla East .

This season , five pairs (14.29 %) had only one nesting attempt for the entire season; 10 pairs
(28.57 %) had two nesting attempts; 5 pairs ( 14.29 %) had three nesting attempts; 7 pairs ( 20.00 %)
had four nesting attempts; 6 pairs ( 17.14 %) had five nesting attempts ; and 2 pairs (5.71 %) had six

nesting attempts . The pairs with only a single nest ing attempt were at Bird Island, Southport,

Yankalilla River Mouth, Tunkalilla East and Watsons Gap. However, after successfully fledging one
chick at Bird Island  (see Image5) , the behaviour of the pair suggested there could have been asecond
nesting attempt . A nest or chicks could not be located, and this nesting attempt  could not be

confirmed . This seasont here were two pairs with 6 nesting attempts  including the pair at Bashams
Beach. The other pair that had 6 nesting attempts had five nests at Sheepies Beach and one nest at
the western end of. Nererostteméss Batched hfrom these sites  despite such high

investment in  breeding effort

Image 5. Bird Island fledgling, 10 January 2024 (Photo: I. Forsyth)
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Figure 3. Sites within Green Adelaide where chicks hatched during the 202 4/202 5 season.
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Table 3. Summary of nests, number of nests that failed, hatched and fledged, and total number of eggs confirmed, chicks observed and ¢ hicks that fledged from each site

monitored in the 2024/25 breeding season.

Site Pair ID #Nests #Nests #Nests #Nests #Eggs # Chicks # Fledglings
failed hatched = fledged obs obs
Bird Island - Outer Harbor Unbanded x2 2 1
West Beach RT Right (White) & unb 4 2
Minda Dunes XM Right (White) & unb 3 0
Seacliff/Brighton XM Right (White) & unb 5 0
Port Stanvac AR Left (Orange) & ES Right (White) 2 2 1
Southport Unbanded x2 0 0
Moana Beach/Moana South JR Left (White) & unb 4 0
Ochre Cove, Maslins NA Right (Orange) & unb 0 0
Ochre Cove, Maslins Unbanded x2 2 0
Maslin Beach North RV Right (Orange) & unb 2 0
Port Willunga HV Right (Orange) & unb 1 0
Port Willunga - Chinaman Gully = YL Right (White) & unb 5 4 1 0 11 3 0
Snapper Point North/Port JT Right (White) & KV Right (White) 3 2 1 0 7 1 0

Willunga South

Save BirdsSavelife.
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Site Pair ID # Nests # Nests #Nests = #Nests #Eggs # Chicks # Fledglings
failed hatched = fledged obs obs
Snapper Point XN Right (White) & unb 2 2 0 0 5 0 0
Aldinga Nth (Aldinga Beach Unbanded x2 3 1 2 0 9 6 0
Rd)/Aldinga
Myponga Beach Estuary MN Right (White) & unb 4 3 1 1 11 3 2
Carrickalinga North WU Right (White) & HW Left 4 3 1 0 12 3 0
(White)
Carrickalinga Estuary/ CS Right (White) & unb 5 4 1 1 13 3 1
Carrickalinga Sands/
Carrickalinga Rotunda
Normanville Estuary NC Right (White) & TD Left (White) 5 5 0 0 11 0 0
Yankalilla River Mouth Unknown x2 1 1 0 0 2 0 0
Shelley Beach (Lady Bay) DT Right (White) & unb 4 4 0 0 9 0 0
Tunkalilla West YE Right (White) & unb 2 1 1 0 4 2 0
Tunkalilla Inner West PR Right (White) & unb 2 2 0 0 3 0 0
Tunkalilla Midway ME Right (Orange) & unb 4 4 0 0 10 0 0
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Site Pair ID # Nests # Nests #Nests = #Nests #Eggs # Chicks # Fledglings
failed hatched = fledged obs obs
Tunkalilla East Unbanded x2 1 0 1 1 3 3 3
Ballaparudda/Callawonga Unbanded x2 2 2 0 0 5 0 0
SheepiesBeach/Parsons Beach = KD Right (White) & NZ Right 6 6 0 0 15 0 0
(Orange)

Parsons Beach WZ Right (White) & unb 2 2 0 0 4 0 0

Waitpinga Beach (east) UA Right (White) & unb 2 2 0 0 5 0 0

Whalers Unbanded x2 1 0 1 1 3 3 1

Whalers AW Right (Green) & unb 1 0 1 0 3 3 0

Yilki KV Right (Orange) & RR Right 5 3 2 0 11 4 0

(Orange)

Inman River Outlet ZE Right (White) & unb 4 4 0 0 10 0 0

Victor Central/Hin dmarsh PX Right (White) & unb 5 3 2 1 15 5 2

River Mouth/Olivers Reef

Watsons Gap Unbanded x2 1 1 0 0 2 0 0

Bashams Beach MS Left (White) & VZ Right (White) 5 5 0 0 12 0 0
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Bashams Beach

Middleton Beach
West/Middleton Beach East

Tokuremoar West

TOTAL

Pair ID

MS Left (White) & unb

YV Right (White) & unb

SV Right (White) & unb

# Nests

110

# Nests
failed

79

# Nests
hatched

31

Com

&
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# Nests  #Eggs # Chicks # Fledglings
fledged obs obs
0 2 0 0
1 11 5 1
1 6 3 2
11 278 72 16
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Figure 5. Sites within the Green Adelaide Region where chicks fledged during the 202 4/202 5 season.
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Figure 6. Siteswithinthe Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu Region where chicks fledged during the 202 4/202 5 season.
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Nesting results

Of the 110 confirmed nests, 71.80% ( 79 nests) failed and  28.20 % ( 31 nests) hatched. It is difficult
to determine the causes of fate without using remote cameras (which we need to limit use of so as to

avoid predator learning) or being present at the exact moment of nest failure, and so many causes of

nest failure are recorded as unknown. In 2024/25, of the nests that failed, 77.22% ( 61 nests) failed
to unknown causes. However, for 40 (65.57%) of these nests that had an unknown cause of failure,
there were prints  or evidence around the nest suggesting possible causes of failure . Of the 40 nests

with prints or evidence, p redation was suspected as the cause of failure for 29 (72.50 %) . Many of
these nests were suspectedtobe lostto fox depredation (14 of the 40 nests , 35.00 %) . An additional
nest was suspected to be lost to a fox or avian predator (2. 50%). Although fox depredation is still the
suspected cause of failure for many of the nests , this number has reduced since 2023/24 when 21
nests (50% of nests with suspected causes) were suspected to be lost to foxes. Additional avian
predators were suspected in the loss of nest s including ravens (9 nests, 22.50%) and raven and silver
gull (1 nest, 2.50%) . The number of nests  suspected to be lost to ravens has increased this season
compared to ravens being the suspected cause of failure of 4 nests in 2023 /24. Dogs were the
suspected cause of failure for 4 nests (10.00%) . Inundation by tides was the suspected cause of failure

for 6 nests ( 15.00%). Other suspected causes of failure include avian predator and human (1 nest ,
2.50%), human and dog (1 nest, 2.50%), human (1 nest, 2.50%), eggs buried by sand (1 nest,

2.50%), and trampled by stock (1 nest, 2.50%) (see Table 4 for suspected causes of nest failure)

For 18 nesting attempts  , the cause of nest failure could be confirmed. There were 10 nests ( 55.56 %)
that failed because of tidal inundation (compared to 10 nests in 2023/24 and 20 nests in 2022/23)

Another nest (5.56%) had two eggs lost to tide before the remaining egg was suspected to be lost to
a dog. Remote sensor cameras confirmed fox predation as the cause of failure at two nests. A fox

caused the failure of  one complete nest ( 5.56%) and one nest ( 5.56 %) that had some eggs lost to a

fox and the remaining eggs losttotide.  Other confirmed causes of nest failure include nest abandoned
(1 nest, 5.56 %), nest abandoned because of human interference (1 nest, 5.56%), raven (1 nest,
5.56 %) , and there was one nest (5.56%) where the pair continued to incubate past the hatching date

and the eggs were not viable (see Table 4 for causes of nest failure).

Tide was a cause of nest failure  at Port Willunga in 2024/25 . HV Right ( Orange) & unbanded partner
lost two full nests to tide and a partial nest to tide. However, the story  that was witnessed by the
dedicated volunteers  is more complicated than is illustrated in the nest summary table. For one of the
nests that was lost to the tide, HV and partner rescued an egg and began to incubate it again, butit
was not viable. In another nesting attempt the tide washed through the nest and again HV and partner
rescued one egg and began to incubate. Several days later this egg was again taken by the tide and
then rescued by the pair . Incredibly this egg hatched but sadly the chick was suspected to have been
killed by an off -leash dog with dog tracks  winding through the area where the chick was last seen

The determination of HV and partner has been documented by the local Beach Leader inthe Word

About the Hood _newsletter
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As mentioned previously, KD Right (White) & NZ Right (Orange) had six nesting attempts  this season
and these efforts led to no chicks hatching. The pair nested five times at Sheepies Beach and once at
Parsons Beach. Although the cause of failure of one of the nests is unknown , foxes were the suspected
cause of failure for  two nests and the known cause of failure of one nest which was confirmed when a
fox was captured on remote camera. Tide was the suspected cause of one nest failure and the known

cause of another.  This pairalso had six nesting attempts at Sheepies Beach in 2023/24 with no chicks
hatching from these attempts , and f oxes and tides the known or suspected cause of many of these

nests . Additional fox management should be implemented for this site.

At Bashams Beach , there were six nesting attempts . MS Left (W hite) and VZ Right (White) had five
nests before VZ Right (White) disappeared and then anunbanded bird partner ed with MS Left (White)
and another nesting attempt occurred . None of the nests hatched at this site. The first nest was lost

to tide . The following four nests were suspected to be lost to ravens, and the final nest was suspected

to be lost to a fox. Methods to protect nests from raven predation should be investigated.

There continue to be concerns for the Hooded Plover breeding site at Sellicks Beach with  vehicles
driving at speed on the sandy beach and illegally on the pebble beach , and therefore impacting the

suitability of the  habitat , creating disturbance and potential to crush eggs and strik e birds . SR Right
(Orange) & unbanded  were seen at Sellicks Beach regularly this seaso n (18 out of 34 visits) but there
were no recorded nesting attempts . There were also no recorded nesting attempts at Sellicks Beach

in 2023/24, but the pair have nested here in previous seasons with five nests and no chicksin 2022/23,

two nests and one chick in 2021/22, and three nests and three chicks in 2020/21.

Permitting vehicles on the beach, adds yet another threat on top of the numerous challenges beach -
nesting birds already face. Hooded Plovers will nest above the high tide mark, on the sand or pebble

banks. Not only are new nests that are not yet fenced inc redibly vulnerable to being run over, but the
flightless chicks have limited mobility for escaping vehicles and can often shelter in vehicle ruts making

them vulnerable to crushing as drivers of vehicles often choose to drive in already made tracks inthe
sand. Even when nests are fenced, the constant disturbance by passing vehicles can force the
incubating adult to leave the nest, leaving the nest vulnerable to predators and weather conditions.

On this stretch of beach, the high tide regularly reaches the base of the pebble bank and therefore, if
the eggs hatch, the adults have a limited area in which they can freely raise their young and not be
constantly disturbed by passing vehicles. Additionally,y oung chicks need to feed regularly and for this

they need unrestricted access to their food source which is found along the wet sand onthe  shoreline.
Without unrestricted access, the tiny chicks can easily starve. This stretch of beach can be lined with
parked vehicles, sometimes four or five cars deep, making it impossible for the birds to access the

shoreline to feed .

A clause has been introduced by the City of Onkaparinga under By-law 6 - Foreshore, prohibiting
vehicles from Hooded Pl over breeding sites (within 20m

Pl over br eedi flagv 6 Fareshor@ fame iBty effect in November 2023 and if enforced, will
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prevent vehicles from parking directly in front of breeding areas. Whilst this is unlikely to address all
vehicle related risks to breeding Hooded Plovers, council are to be acknowledged for implementing
by-laws in an attempt to better protect breeding sites. Unfortunately , considerable efforts by
volunteers are required each season to educate the public and to actively protect nesting sites and
vulnerable chicks from vehicles . Additionally , although a speed limit of 20km/hr is in place, over the
2024/25 season, vehicles were regularly observed speeding along the sandy beaches and pebble
banks in this area. As with all regulations, enforcement patrols are critical for building compliance and

changing social norms.  Restrictions should also be established to protect the beach and pebble bank

from damage caused by vehicles impacts.

Chicks and fledglings

Out of the total number of nests ( 110), 31 were confirmed as hatched ( 28.18%) and 1 1 of these
hatched nests successfully fledged chicks (i.e ., 35.48% of hatched nests fledged). Of the 72 chicks
observed, 1 6 (22.22 %) fledged.

Overall, in 2024/25, an egg had a 5.4%, which is similar to the 5.3% chance of fledging recorded in

2023/24 and lower than the 6.0% chance of fledging recorded in 2022/23, and 8.3% recorded in

2021/22 . A nest had a 10. 0% chance of fledging a chick (11 nests out of 110) which is similar to

10.6% in 2023/24 and 10 .0% in 2022/23. The se figures are down from 12.9% in 2021/22, 12.2% in
2020/21 and significantly lower than the 15.9% in 2019/20. Chick survival (19.75%) was higher than

the 2023/24 season (16.5%) , w hich was the lowest recorded since the program began. However, t he
chick survival rate  still remains significantly lower than previous seasons ( e.g. 2022/23 1 28%,
2021/22 - 26%). Note: these numbers are based on the assumed number of eggs and chicks where

the percentage survival in Table 2 is based on only the eggs and chicks that were observed. The same

patterns are seen in both sets of data.

Of the 72 chicks observed, 56 failed. The cause of failure is known for three chicks : one chick was lost
to a kestrel and  two chicks lost to silver gull predation. However, it should be noted that predation by
avian predators is sometimes influenced by other disturbances and threats occurring prior, or leading

up to, the actual predation event. The cause of the failures is unknown for 53 chicks (73.61% of chicks
observed), with 37 failed chicks having no suspected cause of failure (69.81%) . However, one of these
chicks was rescued by Wildlife Welfare receiving treatment but  unfortunately died the next morning
Necropsy and histopathology could not confirm cause of death but suggests starvation (see further
details on p. 72). For 16 of the chicks that failed , there were prints or evidence suggesting possible
cause of failure . Suspected cause for five chicks (9.43%) was fox predation, three chicks (5.66%)
suspected lostto kestrel s, three chicks (5.66%) suspected silver gull, two chicks (3.77%) suspect  ed

magpie, two chicks (3.77%) suspect ed dog, 1 chick (1.89%) suspect ed raven or fox.
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It is important to note that the data reported for nest and chick loss d oes not account for disturbance.
Cause of failure is often secondary to the primary disturbance. For example, dogs off leash around
Hooded Plover breeding sites is likely to create significant disturbance to breeding activity. When an
adult Hooded Plover perceives a threat, it will leave the nest or send its chicks into hiding to lead the
threat away. The adult bird will wait until the perceived threat has left the area before returning to
the nest or chicks. If this happens repeatedly throughout the day (e .g. lots of beach users and dogs
passing by the breeding site), or for a long period for a given disturbance, the eggs or chicks can fail
for several reasons including from predation (particularly from avian predators during daylight hours) ,
exposure (heat or cold) and in the case of chicks, starvation. In 2024 -25, a chick was observed being
chased by an unleashed dog through the fenced area at Minda Dunes breeding site, the chick was left
injured, unattended and in a vulnerable position and was subsequentl y predated by a kestrel.
An emerging threat has been reported during the 2024/25 season. Along with the threat of vehicles
on beaches , we now havereportsof E  -bikes being ridden on beaches. For example, at Seacliff/Brighton
an E -bike was seen weaving and riding at speed in front of the signed and fenced breeding area. When
volunteers approached the area, they saw a dead or injured chick in the wheel ruts in the sand. It is
suspected it was struck by the E -bike. The chick was then immediately taken by asilvergull. The use
of E-bike s needsto be restricted near Beach  -nesting Bird breeding sites with clear regulations
Image 6. E-bike resting against council Hooded Plover compliance banner at Seacliff .

The 1 6 fledglings produced this season were from 1 0 pairs of Hooded Plovers . The unbanded pair at

Tunkalilla East fledged 3 chicks and all were fromthe same nest |, triplets!! The pair at thenew breeding
site at West Beach  (RT Right (White) & unbanded) produced 2 fledglings . At Tokuremoar West, SV
Right (White) & unbanded produced two fledglings and these are the first fledglings from this site. PX
Right (White) & unb anded also had two fledglings , from their 5 ™ nesting attempt  for the season at
Olivers Reef (after having nested  earlier at both Victor Central (Croquet Club) and Hindmarsh River
Mouth ). The pairs that successfully fledged one chick were from:  Bird Island (unbanded pair), Port

Stanvac (AR Left (Orange) & ES Right (White) ), Carrickalinga Estuary/Carrickalinga Sands (CS Right
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(White) & unbanded) , the new nesting site at Whalers (unbanded pair), and Middleton Beach
West/Middleton Beach East  (YV Right (White) & unbanded ).
There was repeated success for some territories across the last two seasons including: Bird Island ( 1
fledgling 2024/25, 1 in 2023/24), Tunkalilla East (3 fledglings 202 4/25, 1 fledgling 2023/24) , and the

pair utilising several sites  at Victor Harbor with two fledgling s from Olivers Reef in 2024/25 and  two

fledglings from Victor Central in 2023/24

Image 7. Bird Island chick Nov 2024 (Photo: I. Forsyth)

Image 8. Olivers Reef fledglings  Feb 2025 (Photo: D. Weinert)
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Table 4. Detailed summary of nest progress for each site according to data entered in the MyBeachBird data portal for the 2024/25 bree ding season. Site names
in bold indicate the location of the nest . For some breeding attempts pairs used neighbouring sites for raising chicks.
Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | #Eggs | Nest fail Nest fail Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Bird Island- Outer Harbor | unb & unb not found 2 12/11/24 31/12/24 Unknown 13/12/24
West Beach RT Right (White) 17/08/24 5/09/24 27/09/24 Unknown 9/10/24
& unb
West Beach RT Right (White) 2| 23/11/24 3 14/12/24 2 | 7/01/25 Unknown 1| 17/01/25
& unb
Minda Dunes XM Right 1 7108/24 3 7109/24 3| 12/09/24, Unknown,
(White) & unb 12/09/24, Nankeen
12/09/24 kestrel(chick
seen injured
on beach,
volunteers
observed
chick taken by
kestrel adult
HPschasedby
a dog through
the fenced
area earlier in
the day),
Unknown
Seacliff/Brighton XM Right 1| 27/09/24 3 28/10/24 3| 1/11/24, Unknown
(White) & unb 1/11/24 (6- | (x2), Silver
9am), gull
2/11/24 (9am | predation
- 3pm) after possible
e-bike strike
Seacliff/Brighton XM Right 2| 21/11/24 3 21/12/24 2| 27/12/24 Silver Gull,
(White) & unb (2.30- Unknown
5.30pm),
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
13/01/25 (12
-5.30pm)
Port Stanvac AR Left (Orange 1| 19/09/24 3 22/10/24 1 1| 25/11/24
& ES Right
(White)
Port Stanvac AR Left (Orange 2| 21/12/24 2 28/01/25 1| 29/01/25 Unknown
& ES Right (suspect fox)
(White)
Southport unb & unb 1| 17/11/24 2 | 23/11/24 | Unknown
Moana BeaciMoana JR Left (White) & 1| 21/08/24 3| 31/08/24 | Tide
South unb (3.50-
5.15pm)
Moana BeaciMoana JR Left (White) & 2 | 14/09/24 3 14/10/24 2 | 16/10/24 Unknown
South unb (9am-5pm), | (suspect
16/10/24 magpie),
(9am-5pm) | Unknown
(suspect
magpie)
Moana BeachMoana JR Left (White) & 3| 28/10/24 2 2/12/24 2| 3/12/24 Unknown
South unb (6.30am- (suspect
11.30am), kestrel),
12/12/24 Unknown
(suspect fox)
Ochre Cove, Maslins NA Right 1| 27/07/24 3 | 22/08/24 | Unknown
(Orange) & unb (suspect dog)
Ochre Cove, Maslins NA Right 2 3/09/24 3| 21/09/24 | Unknown
(Orange) & unb
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Ochre Cove, Maslins NA Right 3 1/10/24 3 | 8/10/24 Unknown
(Orange) & unb (suspect
avian or
human)
Ochre Cove, Maslins NA Right 4 | 14/10/24 2| 6/11/24 Abandoned
(Orange) & unb (human
interference
at nest)
Ochre Cove, Maslins unb & unb 5| 18/11/24 2 20/12/24 2 | 20/12/24 Unknown
(7.50am- (x2)
Spm),
22/12/24
Maslin Beach North RV Right 1 3/09/34 2 | 5/10/24 Unknown
(Orange) & unb
Maslin Beach North RV Right 2| 16/10/24 2 15/11/24 2 | 20/11/24, Unknown
(Orange) & unb 28/11/24 (x2)
Maslin Beach North RV Right 3| 11/12/24 3| 27/12/24 | Tide
(Orange) & unb
Port Willunga HV Right 1| 18/08/24 3 | 2/09/24 | Tide
(Orange) & unb
Port Willunga HV Right 2| 12/09/24 3| 29/09/24 | Unknown
(Orange) & unb (suspect fox)
Port Willunga HV Right 3 9/10/24 3| 11/11/24 | Tide &
(Orange) & unb unknown
(suspect dog)
Port Willunga HV Right 4 | 24/11/24 3 22/12/24 1| 23/12/24 Unknown
(Orange) & unb (10.20am (suspect dog)
5pm)
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Port Willunga- Chinaman | YL Right (White) 1| 21/08/24 2 | 29/08/24 | Unknown
Gully & unb (suspect fox)
Port Willunga- Chinaman | YL Right (White) 2 | 29/09/24 3 | 5/10/24 Unknown
Gully & unb (suspect tide
& fox)
Port Willunga- Chinaman | YL Right (White) 3| 11/10/24 3 12/11/24 3 | 18/11/24, Unknown
Gully & unb 1/12/24, (x2),
3/12/24 Unknown
(suspect dog)

Port Willunga- Chinaman | YL Right (White) 4| 11/12/24 1| 12/12/24 | Unknown
Gully & unb (suspect dog)
Port Willunga- Chinaman | YL Right (White) 5| 18/12/24 2 | 27/12/24 | Tide
Gully & unb
Snapper Point NorthPort | JT Right (White) 1| 30/09/24 3| 3/10/24 Unknown
Willunga South & KV Right (suspect

(White) raven)
Snapper Point NortPort | JT Right (White) 2 1/11/24 2 | 11/11/24 | Unknown
Willunga South & KV Right (suspect dog)

(White)
Snapper Point Nort#Port | JT Right (White) 3| 25/11/24 2 31/12/24 1| 4/01/25 Unknown
Willunga South & KV Right

(White)
Snapper Point XN Right (White 1 4/09/24 2 | 30/09/24 | Unknown

& unb
Snapper Point XN Right (White 2| 14/10/24 3| 20/10/24 | Unknown

& unb
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Aldinga Nth (Aldinga unb & unb 1| 10/09/24 3 | 22/09/24 | Unknown
Beach Rd)Aldinga (suspect
raven)
Aldinga Nth (Aldinga unb & unb 2| 17/10/24 3 14/11/24 3| 17/11/24, Unknown (x3
Beach RyAldinga 17/11/24, suspect silver
17/11/24 gull)
Aldinga Nth (Aldinga unb & unb 3 2/12/24 3 30/12/24 3 | 4/01/25, Unknown (x2
Beach Rdpldinga 4/01/25, suspect
5/01/25 kestrel),
Unknown
(suspect fox)
Myponga Beach Estuary | MN Right 1| 24/08/24 3| 1/09/24 Unknown
(White) & unb
Myponga Beach Estuary | MN Right 2 9/10/24 2 | 25/10/24 | Unknown
(White) & unb
Myponga Beach Estuary | MN Right 3| 15/11/24 3| 30/11/24 | Unknown
(White) & unb
Myponga Beach Estuary | MN Right 4 | 12/12/24 3 5/01/24 3 | 8/01/24 Unknown 2 8/02/25
(White) & unb
Carrickalinga North WU Right 1| 25/08/24 3 | 28/08/24 | Unknown
(White) & HW (suspect fox)
Left (White)
Carrickalinga North WU Right 2 | 10/09/24 3 7110/24 3 | 16/10/24, Unknown
(White) & HW 28/10/24, (x2),
Left (White) 1/11/24 Unknown
(suspect
raven or fox)
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Carrickalinga North WU Right 3| 18/11/24 3| 20/11/24 | Unknown
(White) & HW
Left (White)
Carrickalinga North WU Right 4 7112/24 3 | 15/12/24 | Unknown
(White) & HW (suspect
Left (White) raven)
Carrickalinga CS Right (White 1 1/10/24 3| 4/10/24 Unknown
Estuary/Carrickalinga & unb (suspect fox)
Sands
Carrickalinga CS Right (White 2 | 13/10/24 3 | 28/10/24 | Unknown
Estuary/Carrickalinga & unb (suspect
Sands raven &
silver gull)
Carrickalinga CS Right (White 3| 13/11/24 1| 30/11/24 | Unknown
Estuary/Carrickalinga & unb
Sands
Carrickalinga CS Right (White 4 6/12/24 3| 1/01/25 Unknown
Estuary/Carrickalinga & unb (suspect
Sands human &
dog)
Carrickalinga CS Right (White 5| 13/01/25 3 12/02/25 3 | 16/02/25, Unknown, 1| 18/03/25
EstuaryCarrickalinga & unb 21/02/25 Unknown
Sands (suspect fox)
Normanville Estuary NC Right (White 1| 20/09/24 3 | 28/09/24 | Unknown
& TD Left (suspect
(White) wind buried
eggs in sand)
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Normanville Estuary NC Right (White 2 2/10/24 0 | 20/10/24 | Unknown
& TD Left
(White)
Normanville Estuary NC Right (White 3| 24/10/24 3| 9/11/24 Unknown
& TD Left (suspect
(White) human)
Normanville Estuary NC Right (White 4 | 18/11/24 3| 9/01/25 Egg
& TD Left failure/not
(White) viable
Normanville Estuary NC Right (White 5| 25/01/25 2 | 10/02/24 | Unknown
& TD Left
(White)
YankalillaRiver Mouth unknown & 1| 25/09/24 2 | 26/09/24 | Unknown
unknown (7.50am-
1pm)
Shelley Beachl@dy Bay | DT Right (White) 1 8/10/24 2 | 14/10/24 | Unknown
& unb
Shelley Beachlady Bay | DT Right (White) 2 4/11/24 3| 12/11/24 | Unknown
& unb (suspect tide)
Shelley Beachl@dy Bay | DT Right (White) 3| 18/11/24 1| 26/11/24 | Unknown
& unb (suspect dog)
Shelley Beachlady Bay | DT Right (White) 4 4/12/24 3| 17/12/24 | Unknown
& unb (suspect tide)
Tunkalilla West YE Right (White) 1 8/12/24 1| 22/12/24 | Unknown
& unb (suspect tide)
Tunkalilla West YE Right (White) 2 5/01/24 3 30/01/25 2 | 9/02/25, Unknown
& unb 16/02/25 (x2)
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Tunkalilla Inner West PR Right (White 1 8/12/24 2 | 5/01/25 Unknown
& unb (suspect fox)
Tunkalilla Inner West PR Right (White 2| 23/01/25 1| 16/02/25 | Unknown
& unb (suspect tide)
Tunkalilla Midway ME Right 1| 20/10/24 3| 20/11/24 | Unknown
(Orange) & unb (suspect fox)
Tunkalilla Midway ME Right 2 | 20/11/24 3| 8/12/24 Unknown
(Orange) & unb
Tunkalilla Midway ME Right 3 8/12/24 1 | 22/12/24 | Unknown
(Orange) & unb (suspect tide)
Tunkalilla Midway ME Right 4 | 23/01/25 3| 30/01/25 | Unknown
(Orange) & unb (suspect fox)
Tunkalilla East unb & unb not found 3 23/01/25 3 3 9/02/25
BallaparuddaCallawonga | unb & unb 21/09/24 11/10/24 | Unknown
(suspect
stock)
Ballaparudd&Callawonga | unb & unb 2 6/01/25 2 | 12/01/25 | Unknown
(suspect
avian or fox)
SheepieBeach/Parsons | KD Right (White 1| 19/10/24 2 | 26/10/24 | Unknown
Beach & NZ Right (suspect fox)
(Orange)
SheepieBeach/Parsons | KD Right (White 2 8/11/24 3| 9/11/24 Tide
Beach & NZ Right
(Orange)
SheepieBeach/Parsons | KD Right (White 3| 24/11/24 3| 30/11/24 | Unknown
Beach & NZ Right
(Orange)
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Sheepies BeadRarsons KD Right (White 4 8/12/24 3| 21/12/24 | Unknown
Beach & NZ Right (suspect tide)
(Orange)
SheepieBeach/Parsons | KD Right (White 5| 29/12/24 2 | 1/01/25 Unknown
Beach & NZ Right (suspect fox)
(Orange)
SheepieBeach/Parsons | KD Right (White 6 | 12/01/25 2 | 1/02/25 Fox
Beach & NZ Right
(Orange)
Parsons Beach WZ Right 1] 17/11/24 3| 8/12/24 Unknown
(White) & unb
Parsons Beach WZ Right 2| 21/12/24 1 | 5/01/25 Unknown
(White) & unb
Waitpinga Beach (east) UA Right (White 1] 17/11/24 2 | 8/12/24 Unknown
& unb
Waitpinga Beach (east) | UA Right (White 2 8/12/24 3 | 21/12/24 | Unknown
& unb
Whalers unb & unb 1| 24/10/24 3 18/11/24 3| 27/11/24, Unknown 1| 22/12/24
27/11/24 (x2)
Whalers AW Right 2 4/01/25 3 1/02/25 3 | 2/02/25 Unknown
(Green) & unb (11am- (x3)
4.40pm),
2/02/25
(112am-
4.40pm),
2/02/25
(112am-
4.40pm)
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Yilki KV Right 1 9/10/24 3 12/11/24 2 | 15/11/24, Unknown
(Orange) & RR 4/12/24 (x2)
Right (Orange)
Yilki KV Right 2 | 12/12/24 3 | 18/12/24 | Fox and tide
(Orange) & RR
Right (Orange)
Yilki KV Right 3| 30/12/24 1| 9/01/24 | Abandoned
(Orange) & RR
Right (Orange)
Yilki KV Right 4 | 19/01/25 2 | 15/02/25 | Tide
(Orange) & RR
Right (Orange)
Yilki KV Right 5| 24/02/25 2 29/03/25 2 | 9/04/25, Unknown,
(Orange) & RR 24/04/25 Unknown
Right (Orange) (suspect fox)
Inman River Outlet ZE Right (White) 1| 24/10/24 3 | 31/10/24 | Unknown
& unb (suspect fox)
Inman River Outlet ZE Right (White) 2| 13/11/24 3| 28/11/24 | Unknown
& unb
Inman River Outlet ZE Right (White) 3 6/12/24 3 | 14/12/24 | Unknown
& unb (suspect fox)
Inman River Outlet ZE Right (White) 4 | 25/12/24 1| 26/12/24 | Unknown
& unb (suspect
raven)
Victor CentralHindmarsh | PX Right (White) 1| 26/08/24 3 | 2/09/24 Tide
River Mouth/Olivers Reef | & unb (10.45am
- 3.30pm)
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Victor CentralHindmarsh | PX Right (White) 2| 12/09/24 3 15/10/24 2 | 19/10/24, Unknown
River Mouth/Olivers Reef | & unb 25/10/24 (x2)
Victor CentralHindmarsh | PX Right (White) 3 8/11/24 3 | 14/11/24 | Unknown
River Mouth/Olivers Reef | & unb (suspect fox)
Victor CentrgHindmarsh | PX Right (White) 4| 22/11/24 3| 29/11/24 | Raven
River Mouth/Olivers Reef | & unb (9am-
4pm)
Victor Central/Hindmarsh | PX Right (White) 5 8/12/24 3 9/01/25 3 | 13/01/2025 | Unknown 2 | 12/02/25
River MouttOlivers Reef | & unb
Watsons Gap unb & unb 22/08/24 30/08/24 | Tide
Bashams Beach MS Left (White) 30/08/24 2/09/24 Tide
& VZ Right
(White)
Bashams Beach MS Left (White) 2| 13/09/24 3 | 25/09/24 | Unknown
& VZ Right (suspect
(White) raven)
Bashams Beach MS Left (White) 3 7110/24 2 | 12/10/24 | Unknown
& VZ Right (suspect
(White) raven)
Bashams Beach MS Left (White) 4 3/11/24 2| 9/11/24 Unknown
& VZ Right (suspect
(White) raven)
Bashams Beach MS Left (White) 5| 24/11/24 2 | 26/11/24 | Unknown
& VZ Right (suspect
(White) raven)
Bashams Beach MS Left (White) 6 | 14/12/24 2| 17/12/24 | Unknown

& unb

(suspect fox)
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Site Pair ID Nestng | Datenest | # Eggs | Nest fail Nest fall Chicks # Chick fail Chick failure # Date
attempt found confirmed date cause first Chicks date(s) causes fledged | fledged
# obsv. obsv.
Middleton Beach YV Right (White) 1| 28/08/24 2 | 1/09/24 Tide
WestMiddleton Beach & unb
East
Middleton Beach YV Right (White) 2 | 15/09/24 3 16/10/24 2| 17/10/24, Unknown
WestMiddleton Beach & unb 25/10/24 (x2)
East
Middleton Beach YV Right (White) 3| 4/11/24 3 | 8/12/24 Unknown
West/Middleton Beach & unb
East
Middleton Beach YV Right (White) 4| 18/12/24 3 16/01/25 3 | 3/02/25, Unknown 1| 19/02/25
West/Middleton Beach & unb 3/02/25 (x2)
East
Tokuremoar West SV Right (White) 1| 13/09/24 3 | 30/09/24 | Unknown
& unb (8:45am- | (suspect
4pm) raven)
Tokuremoar West SV Right (White) 2| 10/10/24 3 15/11/24 3| 18/11/24 Unknown 2| 20/12/24
& unb
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Losses to the Population

This season , in addition to the loss of chicks there was one adult Hooded Plover reporteda s deceased.
On 3 February 2025, a  volunteer found AW Right (Green) deceased on the beach at the Whalers site

ZE Right (White) , thathad been nesting atInman River Outlet earlier in the season, had been observed
acting aggressively towards AW on 2 February , while AW was brooding 2-day old chicks. It was
suspected that AW had sustained injuries from the aggressive behaviour; h owever, a hecropsy was
performed by Zoos SA staff and there was no evidence of trauma . Instead, AW was found to have an
enlarged liver and h istopathology results indicate tha tsalmonella was present  and likely the cause of
deat h.

The Whalers site often has large numbers of Silver Gulls and other coastal birds ~ presentand pathogens
like salmonella may be easil y spread with such large congregations of birds. It was observed that
people were feeding birds at this site. BirdLife Australia  worked with Victor Harbor City Council

providing information for messaging via A guide to feeding wild birds in Australia . Victor Harbor City

Council are developing signs asking the public to not feed wildlife and have provided alternative
activities that can support the public interest in birds. Additionally, a  social media postby Landscapes
Hills and Fleurieu  highlighted that feeding birds can have negative impacts on beach -nesting birds and

other native wildlife .

It is likely that there have been additional losses to the population that have not been observed, like

banded Hooded Pl owaern 6d MR& svelror e d d424dr 2094 12hseasénd 2 3

Flagging

In total, 295 birds have been banded andflagged as part of BirdLife Australiab
South Australia since 2012. On the Fleurieu and metro Adelaide  coast, 120 birds have been banded

with a single metal band stamped with a  unique identifying number sequence on the lower tarsus and

a unique engraved Orange , White or Green leg flag onthe upperleg (see Table 5)

Reporting of flags is relied upon to build a éhistory6o
movements, breeding partner/s and longevity. Due to the loss of birds, partner swaps and new pairs

taking up new territories, there were 9 pairs of unbanded birds on the Adelaide Metro and Fleurieu

Peninsula coast this season: Bird Island, Southport, Ochre Cove 1 Maslins, Aldinga Nth, Carrickalinga

Rotunda, Tunkalilla East, Ballaparudda/Callawonga, Whalers, Watsons Gap (see Table 2)

BirdLife Australiabds current priorities for banding inc
pairs. Any banding of birds in 2024/2025 needed to take into account risks associated with High

Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) and any outbreaks that occur in Australia, and early in the season

these risks paused non -critical banding activities . In January 202 5, five adult Hooded Plovers were

banded in the Adelaide Metro and Fleurieu Peninsula region and banding focused on new breeding

sites and on the south coast. AW Right (Green) was banded as an adult at the new breeding site at

Whalers, Victor Harbor. BD Right (Green) was banded on Bird Island as an adult. Adults were also
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banded at Watsons Gap ( SW Right (Green)), Inman River Outlet (KP Right (Green)), and Bashams

Beach (BE Right (Green)). Several BirdLife Australia volunteers assisted, by talking to the public and

redirecting them away from the area of beach where the BirdLife staff were working. Th ese important

precautions contributed to the successful banding across the sites

Image 9. Releasing BD Right (Green) after banding on Bird Island , 20 January 2025  (Photo: K. Bartley)

Image 10 . After successful banding, 16 January 2025 (Photo: G. Maguire)
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Across the National Beach  -nesting Birds program, Birds are targeted for banding for a range of reasons

including where both adults of a breeding pair are unbanded, where we are uncertain whether a pair
uses two spatially separated sites, juveniles due to being of known age, and fledglings to explore
disp ersal and survival rates post  -dispersal. Not all birds need to be banded. We use this information

to help answer ecological questions about the birds, such as:

Is it the same pair coming back to a territory?

Il's one pair using O6multipleb territories?
How far do the fledglings and juveniles disperse?

How old are the birds when they breed?

Is there a bias towards male/female survivorship ?

= =4 -4 -4 -—Aa -

How long do the birds live?

BirdLife Australiads Banding pr ogandwenbvacanstart e mo egptoientlye s i nc

data set more fully as this gives us a lengthy time series to capture information about longevity . We
are starting to analyse this data in 2025 and 2026 and will report back soon! However, it can be
confirmed that some juveniles/chicks that were flagged in 2012/2013 and 2013/2014 have not been
seen nor have they been detected during biennial counts in nearby regions of the Coorong or Kangaroo

Island. However, several adults flagged during these earlier seasons continue to survive and breed

amongst the local population , for example: HV ~ Right (Orange ) at Port Willunga, NA  Right (Orange ) at
Ochre Cove, AR Left (Orange ) at Port Stanvac and KV Right (Orange ) at Yilki . SR Right (Orange) was
banded as a chick in October 2014 at Maslins. This season SR and unbanded partner were on site at

Sellicks Beach but nestingwas n6t observed

Image 11 . Checking the moulting stage of SW Right (Green) at Watsons Gap , 16 January 2025 (Photo: G. Maguire)
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Flagging enables us to follow movements and behaviours o f Hooded Plovers. Some interesting
observations of flagged birds for the 202 4/2 5 season:
1 UB Right (White) was flagged as a juvenile at Aldinga Nth (Aldinga Beach Rd) on 29 January
2024. UB was observed on the Coorong Ocean Beach in February 2025.  Sighting UB has given

us some details about how far the fledglings and juveniles disperse. It will be interesting to
continue to follow the movements of UB.

1 YM Left (White) was flagged as an adult at Waitpinga Estuary on 28 January 202 4. During the
2024/25 season YM had  regularly been observed at Waitpinga Beach (west) , atthe Tunkalilla
sites and once at Parsons Beach. We were excited to hear that YM was then seen at
Antechamber Bay Estuary (Nth) Kangaroo Islandon5Jan 2025 by Jean Turner , Hooded Plover
VRC for the island . After a brief visit , YM returned to Tunkalilla Inner West (see Image 12).

T JR Left (White) was banded at Seacliff in 2019 . JR has had a number of territory changes,
and we are able to follow these changes because of the banding. This season JR nested at
Moana Beach, having 2 nests at Moana South  and 1 nest at Moana Beach. In 2023/24 , JR
nested at Snapper Point andthenat Moana Beach S outh. JR previously nested at Maslin
Beach/+North  (2022/23) and Aldinga South (2021/22).

1 TT Right (Orange) was flagged at Sheepies Beach in early 2022 as a juvenile and HJ Right
(White) was flagged  at Watsons Gap in late 2021 as a juvenile. During the 2022/23 season,

TT partnered with HJ and had 2 nesting attempts at Tokuremoar West and were both later
seen flocking with 7 other Hooded Plovers on the Young Husband Peninsula at the Murray

Mouth in July 2023 . In 2023/24 , TT partnered with SV Right (White) to produce 4 nests at
Tokuremoar West . InOctober2023 TTds previ ous wasfoundeceased Hand
decomposed at Middleton Beach West , cause of death unknown . This season SV Right
(White) had 2 nests with an unbanded partner at Tokuremoar West and no observations of

TT were recorded on the Adelaide Metro o r Fleurieu Coast.
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Image 12 . YM Left (White) visiting Antechamber Bay, Kangaroo Island, 5 Jan 2025 (Photo : J. Turner)
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Table 5. A summary of leg flagged Hooded Plovers captured and banded on the

Adelaide coast and

Fleurieu Peninsula to June 2025. All birds were captured by licensed and

permitted banders. The birddéds partner, parent or sibling at t hehatwéreri@ndadceabed duihgthe024/25 di spl aye

season.

Beach Date Age Sex Right  lLeft Right tibia Left tibia Partner/parent/sibling Flag
tarsus [tarsus

Myponga Beach 8/05/12 Adult Female |metal EY QOrange)

Maslin Beach 8/05/12 Adult Female [metal MX Qrange)

\Watsons Gap 18/01/13  |Adult Female [metal AU QOrange} Partner: BX@range)

Parsons Beach (far SW end) 18/01/13  |Adult Female [metal CL Qrange) Partner: EV@range)

\Waitpinga Beach (E end) 18/01/13  |Adult Female [metal KJ Qrange)

Parsons Beach (far SW end) 18/01/13  |Adult Male metal EV QOrange¥ |Partner: CLQrange)

Tunkalilla Beachchouse East 19/01/13  Juvenile Male metal DK QOrange) Sibling: EM@range)

Tunkalilla Beach<house East 19/01/13  [Juvenile Male metal EM Qrange) Sibling: DKGrange)

\Watsons Gap estuary 20/01/13  |Adult Male metal BX Orange) [Partner: AUQrange)

Carrickalinga estuary 21/01/13  |Adult Male metal CK Qrange)

Carrickalinga estuary 21/01/13  |Adult metal LP QOrange)

Snapper Point (Pt Willunga end) 22/01/13  |Adult Male metal HV Orange)

Carrickalinga North (N end) 22/01/13  |Adult :‘_ellr(nege metal NA QOrange) Suspect partner: ARX{ange)

Carrickalinga North (N end) 22/01/13  |Adult Male metal AR QOrange) [Suspect partnelNA QOrange)

Carrickalinga (toilet block) 27/09/13  [Subadult Male metal DJ QOrange)

Lady Bayshelley Beach 27/09/13  |Adult metal SB QOrange) Partner: LD@range)

Carrickalinga Pitmans leap access 27/09/13  |Adult Male metal SS Qrange) Partner: CK(Qrange)

Lady Bayshelley Beach 27/09/13  |Adult metal LD QOrange) [Partner: SBdrange)

Inman River outlet 13/11/13  |Adult metal KV Qrange)

Bashams Beach 13/11/13  |Adult Male metal SA Crange¥

Tunkalilla Western estuary 14/11/13  |Adult Male metal KW Qrange)

Tunkalilla far West 14/11/13  |Adult Female [metal LA Qrange¥

Tunkalilla creek/8house East 14/11/13  |Adult metal ST QOrange)

Tunkalilla miewest estuary 14/11/13  |Adult Male metal MT (Orange) |Partner: ME Qrange)

Callawonga Beach 10/02/14 dC:;,CSl)( (25 metal KP QOrange)

\Waitpinga Beach East 10/02/14 dC:;,CSl)( (30 metal PD QOrange) (Pgrraenn;e;< Jarange). Sibling: PR
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Beach Date Age Sex Right  lLeft Right tibia Left tibia Partner/parent/sibling Flag
tarsus [tarsus

- Chick (30 Parent: KJ@range). Sibling: PO
\Waitpinga Beach East 10/02/14 days) metal PR QOrange) (Orange)
\Waitpinga Beach West 25/02/14  [Juvenile Female [metal TZ Orange)
\Waitpinga Beach West 25/02/14  [Juvenile Male metal YN QCrange)
\Waitpinga Beach West 26/02/14  [Juvenile Male metal HX Qrange)
\Waitpinga Beach West 26/02/14  [Juvenile Female [metal UE QOrange)
Tunkalilla far West 28/04/14  |Adult Male metal UB Qrange) Partner: LAQrange)
Port Willunga North 29/08/14  |Adult Female [metal DP QOrange) [Partner: LP@range)
Ochre cove, Maslins Beach 16/10/14  |Chick Male metal SR Qrange) (Fg';enn;:) TXrange)& NA
Ochre cove, Maslins Beach 16/10/14  |Adult Male metal TJ Orange) Partner. NAQrange)
Tunkalilla Beach miglest estuary 17/10/14  |Adult Female [metal ME Qrange) Partner: MT Qrange)
Tunkalilla Beach Western estuary 17/10/14  |Adult Female [metal WE QCrange) [Partner: KWQ@range)
Waitpinga East 21/01/15  [Chick metal RR Qrange)
Heysen East Tunkalilla Beach 25/03/15  [Chick Female [metal HT Qrange)
Myponga Beach 21/08/15  |Adult metal US QOrange) [Partner: EYQrange)
Lands End 24/11/15  [Juvenile metal EW Qrange) Parent: JWQ@range)
Lands End 24/11/15  |Adult metal JW Qrange)
Normanville North/Carrickalinga Sands [28/11/15  |Juvenile metal MV (Orange)

. Parents: EYCfange)& US

Myponga Beach 28/11/15  [Juvenile metal UV Qrange) (Orange)
Carrickalinga North/rotunda 23/02/16  [Juvenile Female [metal RV Qrange) Parent: LP@range)
Yilki 29/02/16  [Juvenile Female |metal VH {Vhite) E’C;alr;ennézz) KV@range)& VH
Lands End b9/02/16  Puvenile  |Female |metal 7W White) K/?/L‘Tt”;) JWarange). Sibling: J4
Lands End 29/02/16  [Juvenile Male metal JZ \White) KZL‘TQ) JWarange). Sibling: 2
Yilki 29/02/16  |Adult Female |metal VH Qrange)
\Waitpinga Beach East 23/03/16  [Juvenile Male metal YB (White) Parent: KP@range)
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Beach Date Age Sex Right  lLeft Right tibia Left tibia Partner/parent/sibling Flag
tarsus [tarsus

Kent Reserve, Victor Harbor 6/03/17 Juvenile Female [metal DT(White) Parent: RRdrange)

Yilki 6/03/17 Juvenile al ft metal JY White)

Yilki 6/03/17  uvenile metal YV White) Fc‘;"r':n”;:) VHQrange)& Kv

Port Stanvac 12/02/18  |Adult Female [metal ES \hite) Partner: AR@range)

\Waitpinga East 13/03/18  |Adult metal UA White)

Hindmarsh River Mouth 20/03/18  |Adult Male metal PX White)

Tunkalilla Beach 4/04/18 Juvenile Male metal TK White) Parent: YBWhite)

Seacliff 10/09/18  |Adult Female [metal XS White)

Parsons Beach 4/01/2019 |Fledgling Male metal PR White) R/?/L?g) EV@ange). Sibling: P

Parsons Beach 4/01/2019 |Fledgling Female [metal PT (white) (T/?/L?tr:): EV@range). Sibling: P

Normanville South 11/02/2019 |Adult metal NC White)

Seacliff 11/02/2019 |Fledgling Male metal YL White) Parent: XSWhite)

Snapper Point 30/04/2019 |Adult metal JT White)

Hallett Cove 3/09/2019 |Adult Female [metal MR White)

Maslin Beach 5/12/2019 [Fledgling Female [metal KZ White) Parent: NA (Orange)

Seacliff 10/12/2019 |Fledgling  |[Female |metal CV (White) (F\’/f‘/ﬁt”;) XS (White). Sibling: JR

Seacliff 10/12/2019 |Fledgling  |[Female |metal IR (White) (F\’/f‘/ﬁt”;) XS (White). Sibling: C

Bashams Beach 17/02/2020 |Adult Female [metal MA (White) Partner: MS (White)

Bashams Beach 17/02/2020 |Adult Male metal MS (White)  |Partner: MA (White)

Bashams Beach 17/02/2020 |Fledgling Female [metal JM (White) K/?lﬁg)s: MS (White) & MA

Hindmarsh River Mouth 11/03/2020 |Fledgling Male metal HC (White) Parent: PX (White)

Moana 20/10/2020 [Adult Female [metal PM (White)

Myponga Beach East 20/10/2020 |Adult metal YK (White) Partner WM left (White)

Myponga Beach East 20/10/2020 [Adult Male metal WM (White) |Partner YK right (White)
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Beach Date Age Sex Right  lLeft Right tibia Left tibia Partner/parent/sibling Flag
tarsus [tarsus
Maslin Beach 09/12/2020 |Fledgling metal KV (White) Eﬁgems: RV right (Orange) &
Port Willunga South 19/1/2021 |Fledgling Male metal RJ (White) Parents: JT right (White) & unt
Ochre Cove 1/2/2021  |Fledgling Male metal HN (White) Er::\tr)ents: NA right (Orange) &
Myponga Beach Estuary 25/2/2021 |Fledgling metal MN (White) Parents: US left (Orange) & ur
Tunkalilla West 16/4/2021 |Fledgling  |[Female |metal CM (White) Parents: PT left (White) & unb
ging Sibling: BN left (White).

. . : Parents: PT left (White) & unb
Tunkalilla West 16/4/2021 |Fledgling Female [metal BN (White) Sibling: CM right (White)

. . . Parents: PX right (White) & un
\Victor Central 7/12/2021 [Fledgling metal \VC (White) Sibling: HV left (White)

. . : Parents: PX right (White) & un
\Victor Central 7/12/2021 [Fledgling metal HV (White) Sibling: VC right (White)
Sheepies Beach 14/12/2021 |Adult metal KD (White)

\Watsons Gap 18/12/2021 |Fledgling metal HJ (White) Parents: BX left (Orange) & un

. . . Parents: RV right (Orange) &
Maslin Beach 3/2/2022  [Fledgling metal SV (White) unb. Sibling: VZ right (White)

. . . Parents: RV right (Orange) &
Maslin Beach 3/2/2022  [Fledgling metal \VZ (White) unb. Sibling: SV right (White).
Sheepies Beach 18/2/2022 |Adult metal NZ (Orange) Partner: KD right (White)

. . Parents: KD right (White) & N2
Sheepies Beach 18/2/2022 |Fledgling metal TT (Orange) right (Orange)
Middleton East 21/2/2022 [Fledgling metal CW (Orange) Parents: YV right (White) & un
Torrens River Mouth 8/12/2022 |Adult metal RT (White)
Port Willunga Chinaman Gully 28/03/2023 [Juvenile metal HT (White) (Pgrr::;z)Presume HV right
Port Willunga Chinaman Gully 28/03/2023 |Juvenile metal HW (White) (Pgrreet:;z)Presume HV right
Torrens River Mouth 28/03/2023 [Juvenile metal XL (White)
Carrickalinga Estuary 23/10/2023 |Adult metal [CS (White)
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Beach Date Age Sex Right  lLeft Right tibia Left tibia Partner/parent/sibling Flag
tarsus [tarsus

Carrickalinga North 27/01/2024 |Adult metal WU (White)

Carrickalinga Rotunda 27/01/2024 |Adult metal TD (White)

Tunkalilla West 28/01/2024 |Adult metal YE (White)

Parsons Beach 28/01/2024 |Adult Female metal WV (White)*

\Waitpinga Estuary 28/01/2024 |Adult metal YM (White) Partner WZ Right (White)

\Waitpinga Estuary 28/01/2024 |Adult metal WZ (White) Partner:YM Left (White)

Inman River Outlet 28/01/2024 |Adult metal ZE(White)

Snapper Point 29/01/2024 |Adult metal XN(White)

Aldinga Nth (Aldinga Beach Rd) 29/01/2024 [Juvenile metal UB(White)

Port Willunga 29/01/2024 [Juvenile metal YR(White) Er?trfnts:HVrlght (Orangek

Seacliff/Brighton 29/01/2024 |Adult metal XM (White)

\Whalers, Victor Harbor 15/01/2025 |Adult metal |[AW (Greeny*

\Watsons Gap 16/01/2025 |Adult metal SW (Green)

Inman River Outlet 16/01/2025 |Adult metal KP (Green)

Bashams Beach 16/01/2025 |Adult metal BE (Green)

Bird Island 20/01/2025 [Adult metal BD (Green)
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Breeding Site Management

Managing threats to breeding Hooded Plovers

Any evidence of threats to nests and chicks observed during visits ~ are recorded by staff and volunteers

and entered in the data portal. The threat data is collated and provided to the land managers via
individual Council Reports, and a National Parks (Newland Head CP) Report. These reports are

produced each season summarising breeding success and threats and recommending site - specific
actions to reduce threats and incre ase awareness in the community. BirdLife Australia staff meet with

the councils and NPWS at the start of each season to discuss and plan actions based on th e

recommendations.

Protective efforts around breeding sites

Of the 110 confirmed nests on the Adelaide Metro and Fleurieu Peninsula, 85 (77.27 %) nests had
some form of management (Table 7). Al ong Gr een Ad e Bmaautbktlies 37cnesiss (B 4.59%)
were managed . One ofthe nests  without management was lost to a high tide on the day management

was to be installed.  The other nest was on Bird Island and  was not located given its isolated location
and the infrequency of visits ; however, signage was installed when a 5-day old chick was observed .
Along the Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu coastline some sites are more remote than others, and at the

time deemed not at high risk of human impacts, so active management on the beach was limited and
only temporary signage at beach access points was installed . Management occurred at 50 out of 73
(68.49%) nests in this region . There were 23 nests without management , with 2 0 of these deemed
remote sites. Unfortunately , the other three nests only lasted one day after being located and failed

before management was installed.

Ofthe 31 neststhathatched , 28 (90.32 %) had rope fencing with temporary signs at the access and/or

signs at the nest site . The other3 (9.68%) nests that hatched were in more remote areas  and did not
have signage or fencing (L nest Bird Island , 1 nest Tunkalilla West, and 1 nest Tunkalilla East ). Ofthe
11 nests that successfully produced fledglings, 2 nest s (18.18 %) had no signs or fencing (remote site S
at Tunkalilla East and Bird Island (although signage was installed in the chick phase for Bird Island ,
seelmage 1 3)), and the remaining 9 fledged nests ( 81.81 %) had a minimum of signs at the nest and

a rope fence.

Nearly all sites also have permanent signage in place, so those remote sites (excluding Bird Island)
which do not have temporary signage or fencing, still have permanent signs which can inform
beachgoers to keep an eye out during spring and summer months. Additional permanent signs will be

installed at  sites next season , funded by Green Adelaide

In addition to the temporary signage, larger banners are used at some sites. BirdLife Australia chick
banners are used in high recreational use areas to indicate a change from nest to chick presence and

raise awareness of this very vulnerable stage. They a re particularly useful on beaches where vehicles
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and horses have access as the large banner can be seen from a distance away. A new design for the

chick banners has been used this season. Some councils have also developed banners to indicate that

there are by -laws requiring dogs to be on lead near Hooded Plover breeding sites. Chick banners
and/or council by -law banners were used at West Beach, Minda Dunes, Seacliff/Brighton, Moana
Beach, Moana South, Ochre Cove - Maslins, Port Willunga 1 Chinaman Gully, Port Willunga, Port
Willunga South, Myponga Beach E stuary, Carrickalinga North, Carrickalinga Sands, Whalers, Yilki,

Olivers Reef, Middleton Beach West, and Tokuremoar West (seelmage 1 4).

Image 13 . Temporary breeding signage on Bird Island (Photo: K. Bartley)

Chicks on“tl;g beach!
Dogs on a leash

www.birdiife oro.au/beach

Image 14 . New Chicks on the Beach banner at West Beach (Photo: G. Griffiths) ; Peddler Creek site protection
(Photo: K. Bartley)
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Volunteers and councils organised additional measures to provide nests , and particularly chicks , with

protection this season . At some sites , volunteers wrote update s about nests and chicks on signage

designed for community messaging. In some areas , councils or v olunteers used signage or fencing to
guide foot traffic around a nesting site . A new initiative was  used this season i n the City of Holdfast
Bay using an LED Variable Message Sign at busy beach access points to display by-law messages and

alert beach users to the Hooded Plover breeding area (see Image 1 5).

Image 15. Back & Breeding signat West Beach (Photo: J. Roetman)  and new Chicks on the Beach banner at West
Beach (Photo: G. Griffiths)

Chick shelters were used at West Beach, Minda Dunes, Seacliff/Brighton , Moana Beach, Port Willunga

T Chinaman Gully, Port Willunga, Port Willunga South, Whalers, Yilki, Olivers Reef, Middleton Beach

West, and Tokuremoar West. Chick shelters provide extra refuge for the chicks to hide in when
threatened, as there is minimal shelter on those beaches for chicks to hide from predators , inclement
weather and recreational users (see Image 16). The pair SV Right (White) and unbanded at
Tokuremoar West produced two fledglings this season and these are the first fledglings from this site
Several chick shelters were deployed at this site  along the base of the dune (~20m apart) to provide
protection from the many avian predators known to patrol the area and offer hiding places for the

chicks from off leash dogs, as this stretch of coast is a well -known O6dog exercise beach

Again this season, volunteers acted as site guardians to assist the protection of nests and chicks and

to educate beach users during peak periods of human activity. Site guardians were present at West

Beach, Minda Dunes, Ochre Cove, Port Willunga T Chinama n Gully, Port Willunga South, Aldinga,
Myponga Beach Estuary, Yilki, Olivers Reef, and Middleton Beach West to assist with the protection of
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