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Plan Objectives  

This Management Plan aims to: 

¶ Provide an overview of the Beach-nesting Bird (BNB) Program 

¶ Establish roles and responsibilities of Project Partners within the BNB Project 

¶ Establish monitoring and breeding site protection protocols for the Capes region 

¶ Document BNB breeding site occupancy within the region  

¶ Report on BNB breeding success and population trends 

¶ Compile site profiles, including threat profiles, within the region  

¶ Formulate mitigation actions and management recommendations to address key threats 

identified within the region  

 

Beach-nesting Birds in southwest WA  

In the southwest of WA, 4 species of beach-nesting shorebirds rely on coastal habitats for nesting 

and include: 

¶ Western Hooded Plover (Thinornis cucullatus tregellasi) 

¶ Red-capped Plover (Charadrius ruficapillus) 

¶ Australian Pied Oystercatcher (Haematopus longirostris) 

¶ Sooty Oystercatcher (Haematopus fuliginosus) 

  

Hooded Plover (Photo credit: Glenn Ehmke) Red-capped Plover (Photo credit: Tegan Knowles) 
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Sooty Oystercatcher (Photo credit: Dan Lees) Pied Oystercatcher (Photo credit: Andrew Silcocks) 

Figure 1: The four species of beach-nesting shorebirds that occur within the southwest of Western 

Australia.  

 

These beach-nesting shorebirds nest in exposed beach habitats along the Capes region. Their 

breeding seasons fall within spring and summer which coincides with the time when beaches are 

most used by people, leading to human-wildlife conflict.  They lay their highly camouflaged eggs in 

a simple scrape on the sand and incubate for 28 days. If their nests survive, they raise their 

vulnerable chicks on busy beaches for five weeks, before the chicks are old enough to fly. Therefore, 

these birds face a multitude of different threats, some of which are natural to their ecology, but the 

bulk of threats are now human-related.  

The Hooded Plover is the most sensitive species among beach-nesting birds in southern Australia, 

and has been extensively studied in the Eastern States, where it serves as a flagship species for 

beach-nesting bird conservation. The Eastern subspecies of Hooded Plovers is listed as Nationally 

Vulnerable under the EPBC Act 1999. Considerably less is known about Western Hooded Plovers, 

which are listed as a Priority 4 species under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - a designation 

reserved for species with limited data and uncertain conservation status. This Priority 4 

classification highlights a critical conservation gap, as the acknowledged data limitations prevent 

accurate assessment of population trends, breeding success, and threat severity for the Western 

subspecies. While most information in this plan is specific to Hooded Plovers, it applies to other 

species due to their ecological similarities.  

While Hooded Plovers can flock in groups in the non-breeding, winter months, they typically occur 

as highly territorial pairs, where each pair will occupy their own stretch of beach (varying in size up 

to ~1km). They make simple nest-scrapes in the sand and typically lay three eggs. Adult birds can 

nest anywhere above the high-tide mark, including the mid to upper beach with seagrass deposits, 
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and on bare to sparsely vegetated foredunes and dunes. Their well-camouflaged eggs are extremely 

difficult to spot and take 28 days to hatch. Once chicks hatch, they cannot fly for five weeks and need 

to forage on the beach and intertidal rock platforms to survive. The parents do not feed the chicks 

but accompany them closely, warning them in to hiding if threats approach.  

People, unleashed dogs, horses and vehicles on beaches not only pose a direct threat of crushing, 

but they also disturb incubating and brooding adults that will temporarily leave the nest and chicks 

to maximise camouflage and wait for the threat to depart the area. As a result, eggs and chicks are 

exposed to harsh temperatures, and to predators such as ravens, magpies, foxes, and gulls. This is 

particularly true of disturbances caused by unleashed dogs, where adults can spend long periods 

away from the nest and chicks. 

While the birds can re-nest, even up to seven times in a given season, the likelihood of the eggs or 

chicks surviving is so low in the absence of conservation efforts, that pairs can have zero breeding 

success in their lifetime. Even birds occupying beaches that might be considered remote, are still 

within human reach, especially considering off-road vehicle access, coastal development, weed and 

pest animal spread. 

 

Beach-nesting Birds  Program Overview  

National Beach-nesting Bird s Program  

In 2006, BirdLife Australia embarked on a project to promote coexistence between recreationists 

and beach-nesting birds, focusing mainly on the threatened Hooded Plover. Key to conservation 

success has been the coordinated and consistent approach to monitoring, threat mitigation 

responses, stakeholder engagement and public education messaging over this time.  

BirdLife Australia coordinates the recovery of beach-nesting birds and its stakeholders. The aims of 

this collaborative recovery approach are to: 

1. Improve breeding success and population resilience of beach-nesting birds. This is via: 

¶ On-ground threat mitigation at priority sites across the species range. 
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¶ Research to overcome key knowledge gaps to advance our success in recovery. This 

includes evaluation, improvement, and adaptation of best practice actions for 

conservation. 

¶ Education to shape sustainable beach use behaviours. 

2. Protect and restore critical habitat so that the current (and recent historical) distribution is 

maintained and protected, and 

3. Develop tools, resources, capacity, and supportive policy to ensure long-term sustainability 

and consistent delivery of recovery actions. 

 

WA Beach-nesting Birds Program  

While BirdLife Australia's Beach-nesting Bird Program formally expanded to include southwest 

Western Australia in 2023, the Capes region (Dunsborough to Augusta) has maintained a 

substantial commitment to Hooded Plover conservation for nearly three decades. Active 

conservation and monitoring of beach-nesting birds and their habitat has been undertaken by the 

Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) and various volunteer bird 

groups affiliated with BirdLife Australia, in particular the Cape to Cape Bird Group. Initial surveys 

commenced as early as 1994, supported by periodic stakeholder consultations, culminating in the 

release of a collaborative Hooded Plover Ten Year Management Plan for Western Australia in 2002. 

In 2012, BirdLife Australia's Dr Grainne Maguire facilitated a Margaret River Hooded Plover 

Workshop, introducing Western Australia to the online data portal (MyBeachBird Portal) for 

systematic BNB sighting documentation. By 2018, stakeholders recognised the critical need for a 

coordinated volunteer network to systematically monitor and document nesting activities across 

the region. In partnership with the national BNB Team, the DBCA established and coordinated a 

collaborative volunteer initiative. This program was designed to operate in partnership with the 

established BirdLife WA Cape to Cape Bird Group, thereby enhancing both monitoring capacity and 

conservation management of the Margaret River Hooded Plover population.  

The regional program has steadily gained momentum over the last decade, with notable 

acceleration in recent years following the establishment of a dedicated BirdLife Australia Beach-

nesting Bird staff position in Western Australia from 2023 - 2025 (supported by funding from the 

7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ 3ÔÁÔÅ .2- 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍɊ. 
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Capes Region 

The Capes region (also known as the 'Margaret River' region), shown in Figure 2, wraps around both 

Cape Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin extending from Dunsborough in the north to Augusta in the 

south. 

 

Figure 2: Capes regional map showing the northern (Dunsborough) and southern (Augusta) extent of the region. 
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Capes Region Program Partners  

Beach-nesting bird recovery is multi-faceted and involves multiple stakeholders working together 

toward common aims and recovery targets. Within the Capes region the following stakeholders 

participate in the program:  

¶ BirdLife Australia: 

o National Beach-nesting Birds (BNB) Team, Melbourne 

o WA-based BNB staff - Beach-nesting Birds Project Officer 

o Volunteers 

¶ Land Managers:  

o Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 

o Shire of Augusta Margaret River 

o City of Busselton 

¶ Additional stakeholders and project partners 

 

Roles and Responsibilities of Program Partners  

Delivery of on-ground recovery actions for protection of Hooded Plover nesting sites, require well-

defined roles so that actions can occur in a timely manner, with all required approvals and 

permissions. Furthermore, ensuring all program participants are aware of the sensitivities of the 

species, need for training and structured reporting, is crucial to maintaining best practice. Below 

the key roles and responsibilities of each of the major active participants in the Capes region are 

outlined: 

BirdLife Australia   

National BNB Team (Victoria) 

¶ Develop and guide strategic direction, prioritisation and coordination of the conservation of 

beach-nesting birds at a national scale.  

¶ Coordinate the National BNB citizen science program: online volunteer inductions, 

mentoring and support. 

¶ Provide advice, online training and technical support for participants in the program 

including volunteers, land managers, bylaws officers and educators.  
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¶ Guide and maintain best practise protocols for monitoring, management and conservation 

messaging. 

¶ Manage the MyBeachBird Portal. 

¶ Initiate and maintain a national network for information sharing and supporting BNB 

conservation which includes a biannual newsletter, social media, events and biennial 

conference.   

¶ Develop resources for volunteers, education and awareness raising materials and events 

including initiating Plover Appreciation Day on September 16 each year.  

¶ Carry out research to improve recovery efforts which includes research into species ecology, 

behavioural ecology, threat ecology, social science, human behaviour and conservation 

investment effectiveness, and connecting researchers across Australia. 

¶ In conjunction with project partners, define and adapt population level, regional and local 

priority actions for species recovery. This is often independent of current recovery actions 

defined by Federal and State governments as these are largely outdated and often inaccurate 

due to the time lag in policy updates.   

¶ Maintain ethics and permit approvals for monitoring, on-ground interventions and research 

techniques (e.g. banding of the birds, use of remote cameras). 

¶ Analyse and review data to maintain an adaptive management recovery approach.   

¶ Coordinate the national biennial BNB population count, map and report on findings.   

¶ Advocate for better habitat management, policy and planning that secure long-term 

protection of the species and their habitats.   

¶ Coordinate emergency response action for bird injuries, entanglements or oil spill. 

 

WA-based BNB Project Officer 

Between July 2023 and August 2025, "ÉÒÄ,ÉÆÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ project titled  ȬBeach-nesting Birds: 

flagships for engaging the community in coastal sustainabilityȭ employed a part-time WA-based 

Project Officer ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ 3ÔÁÔÅ .atural 

Resource Management Program. The following Project Officer responsibilities may continue 

beyond August 2025 depending on funding availability. 

¶ Coordinate the WA BNB citizen science program: volunteer inductions, mentoring and 

support. 

¶ Provide advice, training and technical support for participants in the WA program 

including volunteers, land managers and stakeholders.  

¶ Manage WA data collection via the MyBeachBird Portal. 
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¶ In conjunction with project partners, define and adapt population level, local priority 

actions for species recovery.  

¶ Coordinate regional BNB bi-annual stakeholder meetings and upskilling sessions.   

¶ Coordinate the Hooded Plover banding program across the Capes region for Population 

Viability Analysis and tackling key knowledge gaps. 

¶ Analyse and review WA ÄÁÔÁ ÔÏ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ ÁÎ ÁÄÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈȢ   

¶ Assist the national team with biennial BNB population count coordination in WA.  

¶ Advocate for better habitat management, policy and planning that secure long-term 

ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔÓȢ   

¶ Coordinate WA awareness-raising events and community workshops. 

 

BirdLife Australia Volunteers 

Any volunteers from the group who actively participate in BNB monitoring or site protection are 

formally registered, as part of the BirdLife Australia BNB Program, due to the strict ethical protocols 

and permit conditions that require volunteers to have formal inductions, training and to be 

identifiable as BirdLife Australia volunteers. Volunteer roles and responsibilities include the 

following: 

¶ Volunteers officially register to the "ÉÒÄ,ÉÆÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁ "." ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÒÅÅ ÔÏ Ȭ#ÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ 

ÏÆ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȭȢ 

¶ Volunteers undertake the required Monitor/Citizen Science Inductions via the BNB Hub. 

¶ In the Capes region, once BNB Volunteers have completed their online Hub inductions, they 

are also required to sign up as a volunteer with the DBCA.  

¶ BirdLife Australia registered volunteers monitor the birds primarily during the breeding 

months, through repeated visits to one or more known breeding beaches. They record 

standardised data fields into the MyBeachBird Portal. 

¶ Trained Ȭ3ÉÔÅ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÏÒȭ volunteers assist with on-ground conservation actions such as 

setting up signs and fences, or assisting with set up. They also maintain the signs and fences 

during monitoring visits, fixing these if they have been tide impacted for example. 

¶ Running or assisting at educational events or stalls. 

¶ Participate in the biennial count surveys by surveying one or more standardised routes. 

¶ Attend regional BNB bi-annual stakeholder meetings and upskilling sessions.   

¶ Mentoring new volunteers, media, advocacy and community liaison are also additional roles 

volunteers may be involved in. 
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Land Management Agencies   

Beach-nesting birds occur across beaches of the Capes region that are managed under several 

different jurisdictions by different agencies. These agencies and their respective roles are listed 

below: 

Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (Blackwood District)  

¶ Work collaboratively with  BirdLife Australia staff and volunteers.   

¶ Coordinate volunteer insurance ɀ Within the Capes region, BirdLife Australia volunteers are 

covered by DBCA insurance, even if working on Shire land.  

¶ Implement and/or assist with Hooded Plover nest/chick  protection responseson all 

beaches within the Capes region regardless of tenure. 

¶ Monitor breeding birds and site-based threats.   

¶ Invest in local on-ground works that improve breeding success or habitat condition 

including fencing, signage, fox control and weed control.   

¶ Host meetings and provide logistical support with venues etc. for events and meetings. 

¶ Attend regional BNB bi-annual stakeholder meetings and land manager upskilling sessions.   

¶ Work with other departments to ensure the species and their habitats are considered in 

relevant policies, planning, communications and bylaws.   

¶ Mentor new staff and ensure succession planning.   

¶ Participate in, and provide logistical advice and support for beach access for banding of 

Hooded Plovers. 

¶ Engage the local communities and raise awareness through events, advertisements, print 

media and social media.   

¶ Engage key stakeholder groups and work towards improved beach user behaviours.   

¶ Assist, where possible, with targeted compliance patrols, in particular when there are active 

nests/chicks. 

¶ Participate in, and provide logistical advice for beach access for, the Biennial Beach-nesting 

Birds Population Count.  

¶ When any beach-management activities or events are planned, refer to the MyBeachBird 

Portal for current Hooded Plover breeding locations and if activities or events overlap, liaise 

with BirdLife Australia about considerations to be made. The Hooded Plover Event 

Management Protocol is available on the BNB Hub. Contact the BNB Team 

(beachnestingbirds@birdlife.org.au) if you need assistance in accessing the document. 

mailto:beachnestingbirds@birdlife.org.au
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Local Government Authorities: Shire of Augusta Margaret River; City of Busselton  

¶ Work collaboratively with  BirdLife Australia and volunteers. 

¶ Implement nest protection responses, deferring to DBCA for Hooded Plover management, 

while prioritising site protection for Red-capped Plovers, Pied Oystercatchers, and Sooty 

Oystercatchers on Shire tenure. 

¶ Monitor breeding birds and site-based threats.  

¶ Invest in local on-ground works that improve breeding success or habitat condition 

including fencing, signage, fox control and weed control.   

¶ Assist, where possible, with additional dog regulation patrols, particularly when there are 

active nests/chicks. 

¶ Host meetings and provide logistical support with venues etc. for events and meetings.   

¶ Attend regional BNB bi-annual stakeholder meetings and land manager upskilling sessions.   

¶ Work with other departments to ensure the species and their habitats are considered in 

relevant policies, planning, communications and bylaws.   

¶ Mentor new staff and ensure succession planning.   

¶ Engage their local communities and raise awareness through events, advertisements, print 

media and social media.   

¶ Engage key stakeholder groups and work towards improved beach user behaviours.   

¶ Participate in, and provide logistical advice for beach access for, the Biennial Beach-nesting 

Birds Population Count. 

¶ When any beach-management activities or events are planned, refer to the MyBeachBird 

Portal for current Hooded Plover breeding locations and if activities or events overlap, liaise 

with BirdLife  Australia about considerations to be made. Hooded Plover Event Management 

Protocol is available on the BNB Hub. Contact the BNB Team 

(beachnestingbirds@birdlife.org.au) if you need assistance in accessing the document. 

 

Additional Stakeholders and Project Participants:  

There are several conservation organisations and groups who have actively supported the 

conservation of beach-nesting birds through provision of volunteer contacts, promoting the project 

or by working alongside to support the Project.  The following organisations and groups can provide 

support within the Capes region: 

o WA BirdLife 

o Cape to Cape Bird Group 

mailto:beachnestingbirds@birdlife.org.au
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o South West NRM  

o Nature Conservation Margaret River Region 

o Undalup Association 

o Cape to Cape Explorer Tours 
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BNB Monitoring methods  

Standardised monitoring of breeding sites began in Victoria in 2006 with the launch of the Beach-

nesting Birds program. Trained citizen scientists follow strict protocols for monitoring the birds 

over the course of the entire breeding season (August to March). These protocols protect the birds, 

their habitat, and the monitors conducting the work. 

During each visit to a BNB breeding site, the observer/s thoroughly search the length of the territory 

for the breeding pair. Pairs needed to be monitored regularly (at least monthly) with a minimum of 

seven visits throughout the season spanning from August/September to March. Each breeding 

attempt is then followed through time with the aim of determining the success of each attempt, in 

particular for both the egg and chick phases. During these monitoring visits, BNB breeding data (e.g., 

number of birds, behaviour, evidence of nesting, etc.) is collected.   

Additionally, a rapid threat assessment of the sites is completed on every visit, which facilitates the 

collection of data on threats such as beach users, off-leash dogs, mammalian, and avian predators 

as well as evidence in the form of tracks, prints and traces. This was a critical component of the data 

collection, enabling us to assess trends in threats over time and their response to mitigation efforts, 

and also to be able to interpret breeding success and failure in relation to these threats.  

$ÁÔÁ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÖÉÓÉÔÓ ÉÓ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÉÎÔÏ "ÉÒÄ,ÉÆÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ MyBeachBird data 

Portal. !ÌÌ ÄÁÔÁ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÖÅÔÔÅÄ ÂÙ "ÉÒÄ,ÉÆÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ "ÅÁÃÈ-nesting Birds experts for 

accuracy and breeding summaries that are generated using standardised decision-making rules, 

including minimum sample sizes for inclusion.  

Full monitoring guidelines can be accessed via the Beach-nesting Birds Hub. 

 

  

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php
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Protection of nest and chick sites  

As nests in vulnerable locations, or chicks on busy beaches, can fail rapidly, a well-defined response 

plan is required to ensure a timely response. In the Capes region, DBCA manages all Hooded Plover 

breeding sites, regardless of tenure. The Shire of Augusta Margaret River have been, and aim to 

continue, to manage priority breeding sites of Red-capped Plover, Pied Oystercatcher and Sooty 

Oystercatcher on their tenure.  

Below outlines the steps for protecting Hooded Plover breeding sites within the Capes region: 

1. Volunteer or land manager locates a new nest or observes chicks at a site. 

2. Volunteer reports the nest or chicks ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȬÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÌÅÒÔȭ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

MyBeachBird Portal.  

For Hooded Plover breeding activity, the alert will automatically send an email to the DBCA 

Blackwood District generic email address which will then be forwarded to the appropriate 

staff members. This process ensures continuity with alerts forwarded to alternative staff 

members when primary  contacts are unavailable.  

If the Hooded Plover activity is on Shire tenure the alert will also go to a generic Shire email 

as well as DBCA.  

For Red-capped Plovers, Pied Oystercatchers and Sooty Oystercatchers on Shire tenure, the 

alert will automatically send an email to the Shire of Augusta Margaret River. 

3. Land manager will refer to Ȱ! 0ÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ 'ÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ "ÅÁÃÈ-ÎÅÓÔÉÎÇ "ÉÒÄÓȱ ÍÁÎÕÁÌ (hereafter 

referred to as the BNB Management Manual), and using the decision trees will  assess 

whether management is required or not, and if required, what type of management is 

recommended (signage at access point, signage on beach flanking nest site, temporary fence 

around nest site, or a combination of these). 

4. If site management is required, the land manager will install the appropriate site 

management (signage and/or fencing). Land managers may call on trained Ȭ3ÉÔÅ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÏÒȭ 

volunteers to either assist or install site management. 

5. Hooded Plover site protection equipment kits are stored at DBCA Margaret River, and if 

volunteers are installing site management, DBCA is to arrange best time and place for 

collection of equipment. Similarly for other BNB species on Shire tenure, the Shire will 

collaborate with volunteers if assistance is required. 

6. If BirdLife Australia volunteers have installed site management, they are to email DBCA 

Blackwood@dbca.wa.gov.au or the Shire of Augusta Margaret River 

mailto:Blackwood@dbca.wa.gov.au
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environment@amrshire.wa.gov.au with a very short summary of management in situ (i.e. 

one or two sentences) and a photo. 

7. If any variances to management protocol outlined in the BNB Management Manual, or if the 

birds occur at a new site that has not previously been managed, land manager is to contact 

BirdLife Australia staff to discuss options and seek approval in line with permit conditions 

and best practice methodology. The Beach-nesting Birds Manual can be found in the land 

managers section of the BNB Hub 

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php?pathway=4 . 

8. Volunteers and land managers are to ensure the MyBeachBird Portal has been updated to 

show that site protection has been put in place. 

9. Volunteers and land managers may share responsibility for checking and maintaining 

signage and fencing. 

10. Once the nest or chicks are no longer using the site, management will be removed. For chick 

sites, at least 3 visits where chicks have not been sighted are required before removal of the 

management to ensure this is a true breeding failure.  

mailto:environment@amrshire.wa.gov.au
https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php?pathway=4


    

Save Birds. Save Life. 18 

Key Findings  

Population size and occupancy  

The Hooded Plover Biennial Count, occurring since 1980, rallies hundreds of skilled participants 

across eastern mainland Australia to survey suitable ocean beach habitat for Hooded Plovers 

(eastern subspecies) over several weeks in November. During this count, all other species of 

resident beach-nesting birds, including several tern species, are also recorded, enabling an 

assessment of the use of ocean beach habitats by these species. Fixed survey routes, first established 

in 2010, are surveyed during the biennial count so that direct comparisons of species abundance 

can be made across years. 

!ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ "ÉÒÄ,ÉÆÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ "ÅÁÃÈ-nesting Birds Program in Western 

Australia in 2023, three regions in the south-west including the Capes region (also known as the 

Margaret River region), were included in the 2024 Beach-nesting Birds biennial count for the first 

time in the cÏÕÎÔȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ  

The November 2024 BNB biennial count in the Margaret River region involved 21 participants who 

surveyed 56.9km of the region's 80.8km of habitat (see Figure 3). 
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Figure 4 below, shows the species distribution of beach-nesting shorebirds within the Margaret 

River region. Numbers of each species were recorded as follows: 

¶ Hooded Plovers: 34 adults and 2 juveniles. 

¶ Red-capped Plovers: 15 adults and 1 juvenile. 

¶ Pied Oystercatcher: 28 adults and 1 juvenile. 

¶ Sooty Oystercatchers: 20 adults and 1 juvenile. 

Figure 3: Survey routes covered in the Margaret River region as part of the 2024 Population Count. 
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As this is the first biennial count to include Western Australia, comparison of beach-nesting bird 

numbers and densities between counts is not possible. This will, however, provide a baseline 

estimate of populations for regions including Margaret River with continued counts allowing us to 

investigate trends in the future.  

Full access to the biennial count Report can be found here. 

  

Figure 4: Species distribution from the 2024 Population Count. 

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php?pathway=1
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Breeding success rate 

The following table summarises the breeding success data for the 2023-24 and 2024-25 seasons 

within the Capes region. Beyond recording fewer nests in 2024-25, there was a significant decline 

in hatching success, dropping from 50% in 2023-24 to just 24% in 2024-25. Notably, almost a fifth 

of all nests (four confirmed outcomes) failed due to tidal  inundation during the 2024-25 season. 

Table 1: Breeding success for the 2023 -24 and 2024 -25 seasons. 
 2023 -24 Season 2024 -25 Season 

Number of breeding pairs 14 14 

Number of breeding pairs actively nesting 13 12 

Total number of nests 28 21 

Average nests per pair 2.15 1.75 

Percentage of nests failing to hatch 50% 76% 

Percentage of nests hatching 50% 24% 

Percentage of nests fledging 18% 0% 

Percentage of hatched nests fledging 36% 0% 

Number of eggs 71 56 

Number of chicks 39 14 

Number of fledglings 5 0 

Percentage of chicks to fledglings 13% 0% 

Percentage of eggs to fledglings 7% 0% 

Fledglings per pair 0.38 0.00 

 

Hooded Plover chicks achieve 'fledgling' status when observed flying, typically at around 5 weeks 

of age, marking a successful breeding attempt. Population maintenance requires 0.4-0.5 fledglings 

per pair each breeding season. Given the 14 breeding pairs in the Capes region, the target would be 

6-7 fledglings annually. While the region approached this target in 2023-24 with 5 fledglings 

recorded, the 2024-25 season produced zero fledglingsɂan alarming outcome attributed to the 

combination of poor nest success and low chick survival rates.  This variation between years, shows 

the importance of on-going monitoring of this species.  Variation in breeding success can vary from 

year to year depending on environmental conditions (e.g tidal inundation) and anthropogenic 

threats (e.g. increase in visitor numbers) and it is vital to understand if the poor breeding success 

in 2024/2025 is a single occurrence or an on-going pattern.    

Individual  site breeding results can be seen in the site profiles later in this report. 
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Nest habitat  

The bar graph below (Figure 5) outlines the prevalence of Hooded Plover nesting habitats in the 

Capes Region over a two-year period, revealing that beach habitat dominates the nesting activity 

with 29 nests recorded on the beach. Foredune/dune face habitat is the second most prevalent with 

10 nests suggesting that these sandy areas are also important habitat. 

 

Figure 5: Prevalence  of nesting habitat of the Western Hooded Plover in the Capes region from the 2023 -
24 and 2024 -25 breeding seasons. 

Since most nests are located on beaches, they face increased risk from recreational activities, 

making effective nest and chick site management essential for survival. Out of the 49 recorded nests 

over the two seasons, 26 were managed with temporary signage and/or fencing. Nests that were 

not managed were typically in remote locations or in the dunes where people are less likely to 

impact them. 

Figures 6 and 7 below illustrate typical nesting habitat for Hooded Plovers within the Capes region. 

The sparse vegetation is characteristic of preferred nesting sites, as Hooded Plovers, and other 

beach-nesting birds, require clear visibility to detect approaching threats and predators from a 

distance, making open sandy areas with minimal vegetation cover ideal for nesting.  
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Figure 6: Beach nests: Contos Beach nest Photo credit: Tegan Knowles (left)  and South Point beach nest 
Photo credit: Natalie Bell (right)  

 

Figure 7: Dune nest at Skippy Rock, 2023 Photo credit: Kirrily Hastings  
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Banding Summary  

BirdLife Australia's State NRM Community Stewardship Project facilitated specialised banding 

operations in the Capes region during November 2023 and 2024. Victorian and Perth-based BirdLife 

Australia banders undertook field expeditions to southwest Western Australia, resulting in the 

successful banding of 29 Western Hooded Plovers across the two seasons (16 in 2023, 13 in 2024). 

This achievement represents a significant milestone for the region, as these 29 newly banded birds 

complement over two decades of dedicated monitoring efforts by local bird groups and individuals. 

The following table provides comprehensive details of all 29 Hooded Plovers currently banded in 

the Capes region. 
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Table 2: Banded Western Hooded Plovers within the Capes region.  
Date Location  Flag ID Age 

20/11/2023  Gnoocardup KH (right leg) Adult 

20/11/2023  Quinninup MS (right leg) Adult 

20/11/2023  Quinninup RK (left leg) Adult 

21/11/2023  Skippy Rock CW (right leg) Adult 

21/11/2023  North of Hillview KW (right leg) Juvenile 

21/11/2023  North of Hillview JK (right leg) Adult 

21/11/2023  North of Hillview NB (left leg) Adult 

22/11/2023  Margaret River Mouth AJ (right leg) Adult 

22/11/2023  Margaret River Mouth WW (right leg) Adult 

23/11/2023  Redgate Beach North RM (left leg) Adult 

23/11/2023  Redgate Beach North CT (right leg) Adult 

23/11/2023  Redgate Beach North CC (right leg) Juvenile 

23/11/2023  Boodjidup ET (right leg) Adult 

23/11/2023  Boodjidup JW (left leg) Adult 

23/11/2023  Contos/Bobs Hollow MK (right leg) Adult 

23/11/2023  Contos/Bobs Hollow Silver band only - no flag Chick 

3/11/2024  Windmills  SM (right leg) Adult 

3/11/2024  Windmills  LB (left leg) Adult 

3/11/2024  Injidiup  EC (right leg) Adult 

3/11/2024  Injidiup  JP (left leg) Adult 

6/11/2024  Skippy Rock TV (left leg) Adult 

6/11/2024  Sarge Bay DB (right leg) Adult 

6/11/2024  Sarge Bay KR (left leg) Adult 

6/11/2024  Cosy Corner ZW (left leg) Adult 

6/11/2024  Cosy Corner KP (right leg) Adult 

7/11/2024  Ellenbrook LJ (right leg) Adult 

7/11/2024  Gnoocardup CL (left leg) Adult 

7/11/2024  Gnoocardup DV (right leg) Adult 

7/11/2024  Margaret River Mouth DR (left leg) Adult 

 

The monitoring of these flagged individuals, combined with the genetic analysis of blood samples 

and morphometric measurements, will provide a greater understanding of this threatened species 

and will ultimately inform ongoing conservation and habitat protection efforts. 
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Threats  

Threats to Hooded Plovers and other beach-nesting birds primarily impact breeding success and 

habitat suitability through both natural and human-induced pressures. While natural threats such 

as high tides, storm surges, and natural predators, their impacts have intensified due to altered 

beach morphology and overabundant predator populations thriving in urbanised environments. 

Human-based threats pose particularly severe challenges because birds have not evolved strategies 

to cope with these recent pressures, including introduced weeds and predators, off-leash dogs, and 

direct human disturbance. The following analysis examines local threats that have been 

documented across the Capes region. 

Two levels of threat assessments can be collected during a monitoring visit. A partial threat 

assessment collects information on the threats that are directly observed (within 100m of the birds) 

during the monitoring visit . The full threat assessment includes additional information on the 

evidence of threats that have been present recently at the site, via prints and tracks, within the same 

area.  Table 4 shows the number of each threat assessment type that was collected during these 

seasons, this ranged for zero threat assessments up to 88 partial and 86 full assessments which 

were collected at Windmills beach.  

Table 3: Number of partial and full threat assessments collected at sites with in the Capes region during 
the 2023 -24 and 2024 -25 season. 

Sites Partial threat assessment  Full threat assessments  

Dunsborough, Elmore Lagoon 1 1 

Castle Rock Beach 1 1 

Meelup Beach 2 1 

Eagle Bay, Point Picquet 0 0 

Eagle Bay, Community Hall  5 5 

Bunker Bay 5 5 

Cape Naturaliste, Other Side of the Moon  49 48 

Windmills Beaches  88 86 

Sugarloaf Rock 0 0 

Kabbijgup Beach, The Three Bears 2 2 

Yallingup Beach 2 2 

Smiths Beach, North 4 4 

Smiths Beach, South 0 0 

Wyadup to Mitchell Rocks 0 0 

Injidup Beach, Mitchell Rocks  14 13 

Cape Clairault 3 3 

Quininup Beach  19 14 

Moses Rock, North  7 7 



    

Save Birds. Save Life. 27 

Moses Rock, South 15 15 

Wilyabrup Beach  11 11 

Cullens Beach 3 3 

Gallows 2 1 

Cowaramup Bay 9 7 

South Point  26 25 

Left Handers  19 13 

Ellenbrook  28 22 

Gnoocardup Beach 22 18 

Kilcarnup Beach  24 24 

Margaret River mouth, north  33 24 

Margaret River Mouth  53 40 

Prevelly 3 3 

Gnarabup Beach  14 9 

Grunters Point  34 32 

Gas Bay 32 31 

Boodjidup Beach  44 39 

Redgate Beach, North 34 31 

Redgate Beach South 35 27 

Bobs Hollow 5 1 

Conto Beach 32 14 

Cape Freycinet, South Beach 6 6 

Boranup Beach 0 0 

Hamelin Bay  10 9 

Foul Bay, North  13 13 

Foul Bay 21 20 

Cosy Corner 35 34 

Deepdene Beach 8 7 

North of Hillview  27 26 

Hill View Beach  32 31 

Skippy Rock 72 71 

Quarry Bay Beach 39 37 

Sarge Bay 67 67 

Dead Finish 16 16 

Deere Street Beach 6 6 

East Augusta 1 1 

 

Threat assessments collected at all monitored sites over the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 breeding 

seasons have been used to provide an overview of the recreational activities that people undertake 

at Hooded Plover sites in the Capes region.  The number of threat assessments carried out at each 

site varied; to remove this sample size bias, we divided the sum of the number of people carrying 

out each activity by the number of threat assessments at each site and then tallied those values.  In 

total 9315 observations of people were made over the two seasons of surveys. People that were 
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sunbaking, walking and surfing made up the large proportion of recreationalists, while dog walking, 

fishing and playing games were a lot less popular (Table 5).  

Table 4: The proportion of people undertaking different recreational activities at Hooded Plover 
monitoring sites in the Capes region.  

Walkers  People 

Sunbaking  

Surfers  Dog walkers  People 

Fishing  

People 

playing games  

29% 36% 25% 4% 3% 2% 

 

To examine how common a greater range of threats are across the Capes region, we examined sites 

where at least ten full threat assessments had been collected over the two seasons. These sites are 

highlighted bold in Table 4. The exclusion of sites where less than ten assessments occurred, 

provides more confidence that the absence of the threat is a true representation of the site. The 

results are outlined in Table 6 below. 

Table 5: Prevalence of threats to Hooded Plovers recorded across surveyed sites in the Capes region, 
showing the percentage of sites where each threat type was detected.  

Threat  Percentage of sites where threats were recorded  

Silver Gulls  100% 

Dog Prints  100% 

Human Prints  100% 

Pacific Gulls 93% 

Ravens 89% 

Fox Prints  89% 

Reptile Prints  89% 

Passerine Prints  89% 

Other Bird of Prey  86% 

Dog Off Leash 82% 

Native mammal prints  82% 

Cat Prints  64% 

Nankeen Kestrels  57% 

Magpies 54% 

Dog On Leash 36% 

Vehicle Tracks  29% 

Trail bike tracks  21% 

Illegal Vehicles  18% 

Horse Prints  7% 

Permitted Vehicles  4% 

Horses 0% 
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Wild Dog  0% 

Stock 0% 

Deer Prints  0% 

Stock Prints  0% 

 

Table 6 reveals that Hooded Plovers face multiple, overlapping threats at virtually every location. 

This data reveals concerning patterns of disturbance to Hooded Plover habitat (across those sites 

highlighted in bold in Table 4) showing both the prevalence and diversity of threats these 

vulnerable birds face. The most alarming finding is that three threats were recorded at every site: 

Silver Gulls, dog prints, and human prints, indicating that no beach location is free from these 

threats. Nearly as widespread are several serious threats affecting the majority of sites, including 

natural predators like Pacific Gulls and Ravens, and feral predators with 89% of sites having 

evidence of fox prints and 64% showing evidence of cats.   

Off-leash dogs were recorded at 82% of the sites, while on-leash dogs were recorded at 36% of sites. 

As highlighted above, dog prints were recorded at every site. This is very concerning when only two 

sites, Sarge Bay and Dead Finish, (7% of sites) are allocated as a dog on-leash beaches, and all 

remaining beaches included in this threat data analysis are no dogs permitted. Dogs, particularly 

off-leash dogs, on beaches are considered one of the greatest threats to beach-nesting birds, due to: 

¶ Crushing of nests 

¶ Depredation or capture/maiming of flightless chicks and eggs 

¶ Disturbance of incubating birds leading to exposure of the eggs to lethal temperatures and 

to predators 

¶ Disturbance of chicks leading to increased energy expenditure (running to and from cover), 

starvation and exposure to extreme temperatures, and increased exposure to predators 

 

The data shows that vehicle-related disturbance from vehicles tracks (29%) and trail bike  tracks 

(21%), is relatively high when the use of vehicles is only permitted on one site in this dataset, 

Kilcarnup Beach.. Illegal vehicles were recorded at 18% of sites and permitted vehicles were 

recorded at 4% of these sites. Vehicles pose a direct and major threat to beach-nesting birds via: 

¶ Direct strike of adults, crushing of nests and chicks 

¶ Compaction of the lower beach, which depletes their invertebrate (food) resources 

¶ Severe sediment disruption and erosion leading to habitat loss 

¶ Destruction of dune vegetation 
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The combination of ubiquitous human recreation pressure, off-leash dogs, and both native and 

introduced predators creates an exceptionally challenging breeding environment. This 

comprehensive threat data highlights why Hooded Plovers remain vulnerable despite protection 

efforts, as the birds must contend with consistent disturbance from human activities, predation 

pressure from multiple species, and habitat degradation across their entire range, requiring 

comprehensive, multi-faceted management approaches to address the full spectrum of identified 

threats.  
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Site Profile s  

The following pages provide descriptions of individual  sites within the Capes region, and includes 

the location, site profile, beach morphology, Hooded Plover pair identity (if individuals are 

banded), key user groups and key threats (if sufficient data is available) specific to each site. The 

user group and threat data are taken directly from the MyBeachBird Portal and can be used to 

understand each site and ultimately guide management of these important beach habitats. 

All sites listed below received a minimum of seven monitoring visits during the 2024-25 season, 

with site-specific user groups and primary threats detailed for sites where sufficient data exists (at 

least ten complete threat assessments across both seasons). For each of these sites, the highest-

ranking threats, up to a maximum of five, are displayed. 

Symbols used for threats are as follows:  

  

People walking   

  

Foxes (prints)   

  

  

People sitting/ sunbaking   

  

Dogs off lead  

  

  

Surfers/swimmers   

  

  

Dogs on lead  

  

Dog walker   

  

  

Ravens   

  

People Fishing   

  

Magpies   

  

People playing Games  

  

  

Silver Gulls   
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Vehicles on beaches 

  

Pacific Gulls  

  

People overall   

  
  

Nankeen Kestrel   

  

Other birds of prey  

  

Cats (prints)   

 

Dog (prints)  

 

Native mammal (prints ) 

 

Reptile (prints ) 

 

Passerine (prints ) 
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Cape Naturaliste, Other Side of the Moon  

Location: -33.534721, 115.006386 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

via tracks from Cape Naturaliste Car Park. 

Beach Morphology:  This site is on the western side of Cape Naturaliste and consists of a sandy 

beach with many exposed rocks. The north end of this 500m site is backed by a large area of bare 

and sparsely vegetated substrate.  

Pair Identity:  SM (right leg) and LB (left leg). 

Nesting Success: Refer to nesting table for Windmills Beaches  site.  Windmills Beaches  and 

Cape Naturaliste, Other Side of the Moon make up ÔÈÉÓ ÐÁÉÒÓȭ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÙȢ  

Key user groups:  
 

 

 Key threats:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

98% 90% 60% 58% 35% 

 

 

Long-time BNB volunteer Rob at the top of the track overlooking Cape Naturaliste, Other Side of 

the Moon.  

 

 

 

81% 18% 1% 
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Windmills Beaches  

Location: -33.535713, 115.007050 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

via official track from Windmills carpark, along with several unofficial tracks.   

Beach Morphology:  A 1km sandy coastline with scattered rocky outcrops, offering nesting 

opportunities near Gull Rock headland and within the small, regular blowouts of the backing dune 

system. 

Pair Identity:  SM (right leg) and LB (left leg). 

Nesting Success: The territory for SM and LB includes both Windmills Beaches  and Cape 

Naturaliste, Other Side of the Moon . Both are included in nesting table below. 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 
fledglings  

2023/2024  64 3 5 0 

2024/2025  67 0 0 0 

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:   

 

 

 

 

   

 

93% 92% 91% 72% 55% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

69% 19% 7% 6% 
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Windmills  Beaches: Gull Rock behind Rob in 2025 (left); temporary chick sign during 2023-24 

breeding attempt Photo credit: Lisa Nicholson (right) .  

  



    

Save Birds. Save Life. 36 

Injidup Beach, Mitchell Rocks  

Location: -33.693333, 114.991943 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions accessible via 

Injidup Beach Car Park. 

Beach Morphology: Linear west-facing beach backed by dunes with several blowouts.  

Pair Identity: Unbanded. 

Nesting Success: 

Survey years # Visits # Nests # Chicks Total fledglings 

2023/2024  8 1 2 0 

2024/2025  9 0* 0 0 

* No nests found; however, nesting was suspected. 

Note: Inji dup Beach has also had Pied Oystercatchers breeding.  

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

   

 

100% 100% 77% 69% 69% 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

47% 22% 22% 7% 2% 
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Quininup Beach  

Location: -33.746666, 114.990829 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions with formal 

access from the Moses Rock North Carpark to the south of the site. 

Beach Morphology: Sandy beach with rocky outcrops/exposed reef in sections. Key feature is 

Quininup Falls that flows to create an estuary in the centre of this site. Beach is backed by dunes 

with frequent blowouts and extensive areas of bare or sparely vegetated substrate.  

Pair Identity: MS (right), RK (left). 

Nesting Success:  

Survey years # Visits # Nests # Chicks Total fledglings 

2023/2024  11 1 1 1 

2024/2025  13 1 0 0 

 

Note: Moses Rock, South also ÆÏÒÍÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÁÉÒÓȭ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÙ, but the two sites have been 

separated for this report. 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 
 

 

  

86% 43% 29% 29% 

 

  

 
 

 

72% 25% 2% 
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Moses Rock, South 

Location: -33.772221, 114.992500 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions with formal 

access from the Moses Rock South Carpark. !ÌÓÏ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȭ(ÏÎÅÙÃÏÍÂÓ "ÅÁÃÈȭȢ 

Beach Morphology: 150 m of sandy beach with granite rock platforms bordering the north and 

south of this site. Several blowouts in dunes with sparse to no vegetation, suitable for nesting. 

Pair Identity: MS (right), RK (left). 

Nesting Success:  

Survey years # Visits # Nests # Chicks Total fledglings 

2023/2024  3 0* 0 0 

2024/2025  17 1 2 0 

*Hooded Plover Scrape and prints observed. 

Note: Quininup  Beach also ÆÏÒÍÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÁÉÒÓȭ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÙ, but the two nesting tables have been 

separated for this report. 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

  

100% 60% 27% 13% 13% 

 

 

 

 

  

42% 40% 11% 4% 4% 
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Moses Rock South site or ȬHoneyÃÏÍÂÓ ÂÅÁÃÈȭ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÎÏÒÔÈ ɉÌÅÆÔɊȠ breeding site management 

(temporary signs and fencing) protecting the nest during the 2024-25 attempt (right) .  
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Wilyabrup Beach  

Location : -33.790554, 115.000557 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

via the informal gravel carpark (south of site) at the end of Wilyabrup Road. 

Beach Morphology:  500m beach featuring a large estuary and dunes with sparse to no 

vegetation.  

Pair Identity:  Unbanded. 

Nesting Success: 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  4 0 0 0 

2024/2025  10 1 2 0 

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

    

100% 27% 27% 18% 18% 

 

 
 

 

88% 10% 2% 
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2024-25 Wilyabrup nest (circled in blue) on sparsely vegetated foredune Photo credit: Kirrily 

Hastings (left);  Vulnerable Hooded Plover chick hiding in amongst the vegetation Photo credit: 

Andrew Green (right) . 
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Cowaramup Bay  

Location: -33.864784, 114.984573 

Site Profile:  Managed by the Shire of Augusta Margaret River with formal access from the 

Gracetown Beach Carpark. 

Beach Morphology:  Bay beach curves for 800 m with rocky outcrops along the mostly sandy 

beach. Cowaramup Brook crosses the southern section of the beach. 

Pair Identity:  Unbanded. Note: This pair could be the same pair that uses South Point  site. 

Nesting Success:  

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  4 0 0 0 

2024/2025  9 0 0 0 

Note: South Point also had sightings of Pied Oystercatcher chicks.  

Note: Not enough data to analyse key user group and threat data at Cowaramup Bay. 

 
Cowaramup Bay: Looking south on a busy beach day in Summer; Dog sign on the beach marking 

the dog exercise area boundary within this si te Photo credits: Lisa Nicholson. 
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South Point  

Location: -33.864632, 114.976387 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

via board walk from Salter Street (ȰHuzzasȱ) Carpark. 

Beach Morphology:  Sparsely vegetated point bordered by exposed rock. The large sandy area 

presents nesting opportunities.    

Pair Identity:  Unbanded. 

Nesting Success: 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  16 0 0 0 

2024/2025  17 1 0 0 

Note: South Point has also had Pied Oystercatchers breeding.  

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

  

96% 80% 60% 28% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

62% 24% 7% 6% 2% 
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2024-25 Hooded Plover beach nest (circled in yellow) at South Point that failed due to inundation 

Photo credit: Kirrily Hastings. 
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Left Handers  

Location: -33.878334, 114.983055 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

via the staircase from the carpark at the end of Lefthanders Road. 

Beach Morphology:  Linear Beach with site expanding 1km to south of carpark to the section of 

exposed rock. Site then becomes Ellenbrook . Site. Left Handers is fronted by the intertidal rock 

platform, with some gaps towards the northern end. Several blowouts in dunes with sparse to no 

vegetation, suitable for nesting. 

Pair Identity:  Not confirmed that there is a breeding pair on site, although Hooded Plovers are 

frequently recorded on site.   

Nesting Success: 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  10 0 0 0 

2024/2025  15 0 0 0 

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 

100% 77% 31% 23% 

 

  

 

 

 

 

88% 8% 3% 1% 
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Ellenbrook  

Location:  -33.905556, 114.987503 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions.  

Beach Morphology:  Dynamic rocky beach with limestone embedded dunes featuring several 

large blowouts. Fresh water stream at southern end of site. From the Ellenbrook lookout this site 

extends 1km to the south (shown in below photo) and 1.8km to the north. 

Pair Identity:  Unbanded; however, there is a possibility of one of the pair being banded, although 

flag lettering not confirmed. 

Nesting Success: 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  13 1 1 0 

2024/2025  23 1 1 0 

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

  

100% 55% 55% 45% 

 

 

 

 
 

 

64% 23% 10% 2% 1% 
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View from Ellenbrook lookout facing south end of site (top left); Dune blowout to the south of 

lookout (top right); nest location in dune blowout during a 2024-25 nesting attempt Photo credit: 

Kirrily Hastings (bottom left); Nesting Hooded Plover Photo credit: Kirrily Hastings. (bottom right) .  
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Gnoocardup Beach 

Location:  -33.931061, 114.991722 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

from Kilcarnup Road, northern carpark. 

Beach Morphology:  800m long sandy beach backed by several large blowouts extending 200m 

up the backing slopes. The beach is fronted by either continuous inshore or shoreline rocks and 

reefs. 

Pair Identity:  DV (right leg), CL (left leg). 

Nesting Success: 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  13 4 2 1 

2024/2025  9 1 0 0 

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

  

100% 50% 39% 33% 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

32% 32% 16% 16% 3% 
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Kilcarnup Beach  

Location: -33.957401, 114.989182 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

from Kilcarnup Road. Kilcarnup Beach is one of the few beaches within the Capes region where 

vehicles are permitted, and only on part of the site. 

Beach Morphology:  Several bays make up Kilcarnup Beach with exposed rock being a prominent 

feature of the west facing site.  

Pair Identity:  WW (right) , DR (left). 

Nesting Success: The territory of WW and DR is made up of the site: Kilcarnup Beach , Margaret 

River mouth, north , and Margaret River Mouth . Refer to nesting summary included in the 

Margaret River Mouth  site profile.  

Note: Kilcarnup Beach is also important breeding habitat for Pied Oystercatchers and Sooty 

Oystercatchers. 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

Permitted 

   

92% 88% 75% 75% 54% 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

39% 28% 19% 6% 6% 1% 
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Margaret River mouth, north  

Location:  -33.969002, 114.982000 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

from the Margaret River mouth car park.  

Beach Morphology:  With a rocky point in the north, this siteÓȭ defining features are a wide sand 

spit with  several small dune blow outs. 

Pair Identity:  WW (right), DR (left). 

Nesting Success: The territory of WW and DR is made up of the site: Kilcarnup Beach , Margaret 

River mouth, north , and Margaret River Mouth . Refer to nesting summary included in the 

Margaret River Mouth  site profile. 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

   

 

92% 54% 50% 25% 21% 

 

 

 

 

  

 

53% 27% 13% 6% 1% 
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Marram Grass altering the beach profile by creating steep dune cliffing at ȬMargaret River mouth 

northȭ site. 4ÈÉÓ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÓ ÎÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ "."ȭÓ ÔÏ ÎÅÓÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÃÈ ×ÈÅÒÅ 

they are more prone to disturbance, direct crushing and inundation Photo credit: Kirrily Hastings. 
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Margaret River Mouth  

Location:  -33.969284, 114.986053 

Site Profile:  Managed by both the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions and 

the Shire of Augusta Margaret River. The Shire manages the small area to the south of the 

Maragret River and DBCA manages north of the river. 

Beach Morphology:  Margaret River Estuary with large blowouts and informal tracks in the dunes.  

Pair Identity:  WW (right), DR (left). 

Nesting Success: The territory of WW and DR also include Kilcarnup Beach  and Margaret River 

mouth, north . Nesting table below includes all three sites.  

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  88 5 3 0 

2024/2025  76 4 0 0 

Note: Margaret River Mouth also had Pied Oystercatchers breeding.  

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

   

 

98% 68% 53% 33% 28% 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

44% 25% 24% 3% 3% 1% 
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Margaret River Mouth blackboard updated by volunteers, in addition to the Permanent Hooded 

Plover sign Photo credit: Andrew Green (left); Community workshop attendees observing the 

Margaret River Mouth nest, November 2024 (right).  
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Gnarabup Beach  

Location:  -33.998917, 114.993202 

Site Profile:  Managed by the Shire of Augusta Margaret River. 

Beach Morphology: 1.6 km long linear beach, facing west, protected by near continuous reefs 

extending up to 500m offshore. 

Beach-nesting Birds : Although Hooded Plovers have been occasionally sighted at Gnarabup 

Beach over the past two years, it is noted that this site is an important Red-capped Plover and 

Sooty Oystercatcher breeding site.  

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

  

100% 50% 39% 33% 

 

 
Gnarabup Red-capped Plover nest site management in place (left); incubating Red-capped Plover 

within fenced area Photo credit: Natalie Bell (right).  

 

 

 

   

 

56% 23% 12% 7% 1% 1% 
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Gnarabup Sooty Oystercatcher breeding signage installed (left) ; Sooty Oystercatcher family Photo 

credit: Natalie Bell (right) . 

 

Temporary whiteboard sign installed at Gnarabup Beach to assist with protection of Red-capped 

Plover chick Photo credit: Kay Lehman.  
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Grunters Beach  

Location:  -33.999535, 114.993240 

Site Profile:  Managed by the Shire of Augusta Margaret River accessible via car parks at the end of 

Gas Bay Road and Breeze Cove.  

Beach Morphology:  Rocky points border this site with  limestone cliffs dominating the northern 

half, while the southern section features sparsely vegetated dunes that create suitable nesting 

opportunities. 

Pair Identity:  ET (right), RM (left). 

Nesting Success: ET and RM also utilise Boodjidup Beach  and Redgate Beach, North. Refer to 

the nesting table in the Site Profile of Boodjidup Beach . 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

  

91% 78% 53% 44% 28% 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

40% 30% 12% 9% 6% 3% 
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Boodjidup Beach   

Location:  -34.017838, 115.000641 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

from the Gas Bay car park to the north of the site. Informal access from the south via North 

Redgate Beach car park. 

Beach Morphology:  Linear beach flanked by a rocky point in the north  and an estuary in the 

south where Boodjidup Creek creates ideal nesting habitat. The beach is backed by several 

blowouts set amongst predominately well vegetated dunes. 

Pair Identity:  ET (right), RM (left). 

Nesting Success: ET and RM also utilise Redgate North  and Grunters Beach , included in nesting 

table below. 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  39 2 0 1  

2024/2025  35 2 0 0 

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

95% 72% 56% 33% 26% 

 

  

  

 

44% 43% 10% 2% 2% 
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Redgate North  

Location: -34.030384,115.000763 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 

Attractions, with access from the formal Redgate Beach carpark or the informal 

Redgate North carpark. 

Beach Morphology:  Linear beach extending from Boodjidup Creek Estuary in the 

north to a rocky headland in the south, with numerous large dune blowouts 

backing the shoreline. 

Pair Identity:  ET (right), RM (left). 

Nesting Success: ET and RM also utilise Boodjidup Beach  and Grunters Beach . 

Refer to the nesting table in the Site Profile of Boodjidup  Beach. This is site is also 

used for nesting by Red-capped Plovers. 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 

94% 87% 45% 32% 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

48% 32% 15% 13% 3% 
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Redgate South 

Location: -34.043079, 115.001175 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, with access 

from the formal Redgate Beach carpark. 

Beach Morphology: 600m site features two distinct bays with a granite rock platform separating 

the smaller northern bay from the southern wide, high-energy beach. Calgardup Brook flows into 

the ocean here during winter months, and the broad southern beach provides suitable nesting 

habitat.  

Pair Identity:  Unbanded. 

Nesting Success: 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  14 0 0 0 

2024/2025  38 1 2 0 

Note: This site is also important for both Sooty Oystercatcher and Pied Oystercatcher breeding. 

Key user groups:  

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

  

100% 89% 30% 26% 

 

 

 

 

   

40% 34% 20% 6% 1% 
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Crowded Redgate Beach South the day after 2 Hooded Plover chicks hatched in December 2024 

(top left) ; Quad bike tracks two days after hatching (top right); Temporary signage and fencing 

ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȬÃÈÉÃË ÐÈÁÓÅȭ ÏÆ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ɉÂÏÔÔÏÍ ÐÈÏÔÏÓɊȢ Photo credits: Tegan Knowles.  
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Conto Beach 

Location: -34.072224, 115.000000 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. 

Beach Morphology:  This 2km linear beach is bounded by rocky headlands and features a mid-

section rocky outcrop. Small dune blowouts offer nesting opportunities, with the foredune backed 

by distinctive limestone cliff formations. 

Pair Identity:  Unbanded. 

Nesting Success: 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  14 2 2 1 

2024/2025  38 3 0 0 

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

  

93% 43% 29% 29% 

 

 

 

 

 

43% 42% 14% 1% 
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Conto Beach nest (circled in red) with walker footprints too close for comfort Photo credit: Tegan 

Knowles (left); Invasive Sea Wheat Grass outcompeting native vegetation along the foredunes at 

Contos Beach Photo credit: Kirrily Hastings (right) .  
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Foul Bay, North  

Location: -34.240410, 115.031296 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. 

Beach Morphology:  This site comprises several small beaches backed by well-vegetated rising 

dunes, punctuated by several notable blowouts. 

Pair Identity:  KP (right), ZW (left). 

Nesting Success: Breeding territory includes Cosy Corner. Refer to Cosy Corner Site Profile for 

combined nesting summary. 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

92% 69% 69% 62% 62% 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

71% 18% 5% 5% 
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Cosy Corner 

Location: -34.257080, 115.029366 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, accessible 

from the carpark at the end of Cosy Corner Road. 

Beach Morphology:  Framed by a rocky headland and limestone cliffs, this southwest-facing linear 

beach extends 550 meters between its northern and southern boundaries. 

Pair Identity:  KP (right), ZW (left). 

Nesting Success: Breeding territory includes Foul Bay, North . Both sites are combined in the 

nesting table below. 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  26 2 0 0 

2024/2025  26 2 0 0 

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

100% 59% 53% 44% 41% 

 

 

 
 

 

  

40% 34% 16% 9% 1% 
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Cosy Corner temporary breeding sign installed (top left); beach nest with 3 eggs 

(top right); KP and ZW sheltering on dune face with potential dune nest (bottom 

photo). Photo credits: Jenny Kikeros. 
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Deepdene Beach 

Location: -34.285187, 115.060135 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, accessible via 

off-road 4WD tracks.  

Beach Morphology:  This expansive linear sandy coastline features a prominent rocky outcrop at 

its northern extent. The dune system is distinguished by numerous blowouts creating nesting 

opportunities. 

Pair Identity:  Uncertain. 

Nesting Success:  

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  17 2 1 0 

2024/2025  12 0 0 0 

Note: Not enough data to analyse key user group and threat data at Deepdene 

Beach. 

 
2 juveniles spotted on Deepdene Beach Photo credit: Andrew Green.  
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North of Hillview   

Location: -34.315861, 115.088890 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, accessible via 

off-road 4WD tracks.  

Beach Morphology:  This expansive linear sandy coastline is backed by a dune system with  

numerous large blowouts. 

Pair Identity:  JK (right leg) and Unbanded were paired for the 2024/2025 season, however JK 

was paired with NB (left leg) during the 2023/2024 season. 

Nesting Success: The territory this pair includes Hill View Beach . Nesting table below includes 

both sites. 

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  33 3 2 1 

2024/2025  43 2 1 0 

 

 Key user groups:  

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 

  

96% 62% 54% 54% 54% 

 

  

 

 

98% 2% 
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Hill View Beach  

Location: -34.324490, 115.099129 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, accessible via 

off-road 4WD tracks.  

Beach Morphology:  This expansive linear sandy coastline is backed by a dune system with  

numerous large blowouts. 

Pair Identity:  JK (right leg) and Unbanded were paired for the 2024/2025 season, however JK 

was paired with NB (left leg) during the 2023/2024 season. 

Nesting Success: The territory this pair includes North of Hillview . Refer to nesting summary in 

North of Hillview  site profile above.   

 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

  

 

 

  

87% 55% 55% 52% 45% 

 

 
Juvenile Hooded Plover at Hillview Beach (left); Fox den and prints at site (right) Photo credits: 

Jenny Kikeros.  

 

 

94% 6% 
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Skippy Rock 

Location: -34.353889, 115.125275 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, accessible via 

formalised Skippy Rock Car Park. 

Beach Morphology:  This beach features a curved sandy shoreline nestled between rocky 

headlands, with extensive areas of exposed sand and sparse vegetation creating nesting habitat. 

Pair Identity:  CW (right) and assumed TV (left). 

Nesting Success:  

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  35 2 0 0 

2024/2025  36 0* 0 0 

* No nests found; however, nesting was suspected. 

Note: Skippy Rock has frequent sightings of large flocks of Pied Oystercatchers and Sooty 

Oystercatchers.  

Key user groups:  

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

97% 80% 68% 66% 56% 

 

 

 

 

  

48% 28% 18% 5% 1% 
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Quarry Bay Beach  

Location: -34.365585, 115.137344 

Site Profile:  Managed by Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, accessible via 

Quarry Bay car park. 

Beach Morphology:  200 m west facing cove flanked by rocky headlands backed by relatively 

densely vegetated dunes.  

Pair Identity:  CW (right), TV (left). 

Nesting Success: CW and TV are frequently sighted here however in the past two years they have 

not nested here and instead breed at Skippy Rock . 

Key user groups:  

 

 

 

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15% 54% 54% 38% 30% 

 

CW and TV showing off their blue ID flags Photo credits: Jenny Kikeros. 

 

 

  

69% 23% 8% 1% 
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Sarge Bay 

Location: -34.367710, 115.148117 

Site Profile:  Managed by Shire of Augusta Margaret River accessible via the small, unsealed 

carparks off Leeuwin Road.  

Beach Morphology:  Sarge Bay lies on the western side of a wide low granite point. The south 

facing site consists of a series of small beaches curving around rocky outcrops.  

Pair Identity:  DB (right) and Unbanded. 

Nesting Success:  

Survey years # Visits  # Nests # Chicks Total 

fledglings  

2023/2024  31 0* 0 0 

2024/2025  35 1 0 0 

* No nests found; however, nesting was suspected. 

Key user groups:  

 

Key threats:  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

15% 87% 79% 61% 54% 

 

  

 

 

   

 

48% 17% 12% 10% 8% 6% 
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Deere Street Beach 

Location: -34.331322, 115.170036 

Site Profile:  Managed by the Shire of Augusta Margaret River accessed via the small gravel 

carpark on the corner of Deere Street and Albany Terrace. 

Beach Morphology:  Linear east facing beach bordered by rocky outcrops in the south and Hardy 

Inlet Estuary in the north.  

Beach-nesting Birds : This site is an important colonial Red-capped Plover breeding site.  

Note: Not enough data to analyse key user groups and threats at Deere Street Beach.  
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Threat Mitigation Actions  

The Table below presents the recommended threat mitigation actions to key threats in the Capes 

region. Comprehensive reviews of these threats (including references) and more detailed 

information about management options for each threat can be found in Ȱ! ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÆÏÒ 

managing beach-ÎÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÂÉÒÄÓ ÉÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȱ, available to download from the Ȭ,ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒÓȟ 

professionals and on-ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȭ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "." (ÕÂȡ 

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php?pathway=4 . 

  

  

  

Prevent 

crushing   

¶ Temporary fencing around nest/chick site (large buffer zone)  

¶ Temporary signage flanking nest/chick site  

¶ Education and awareness-raising events ɀ focusing on key user groups 

identified in the site profiles.  For example if the key user group were dog 

walkers, ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȭ$ÏÇÓ ÏÎ ÌÅÁÓÈÅÓȟ ÂÉÒÄÓ ÏÎ ÂÅÁÃÈÅÓȭ ÂÒÏÃÈÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 

holding Dogs breakfast events.  

¶ For planned beach (or beach adjacent) events follow Ȭ(ÏÏÄÅÄ 0ÌÏÖÅÒ ÖÅÎÔ 

-ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 0ÒÏÔÏÃÏÌȭ ÇÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ -accessed via the BNB Hub 

  

  

  

Minimise 

disturbance  

¶ Temporary signage flanking nest/chick site  

¶ Temporary fencing around nest/chick site (large buffer zone)  

¶ Temporary nest update signage at access points  

¶ Extend fence/signs at times of low tide in peak use periods  

¶ Chick shelters  

¶ Temporary banners  

¶ Targeted education, events and the use of media to raise awareness  

 
  

  

  

Prevent 

crushing; 

Minimise 

disturbance; 

Prevent 

predation  

¶ Review current dog regulations - If breeding pairs are failing within off-

leash areas or unregulated areas, there needs to be consideration of 

changing/introducing the current zoning to be at least seasonal 

(permitted during the non-breeding months, between April and July) on 

leash access. 

¶ Dog regulations clearly displayed  

¶ Investigate current levels of compliance with dog regulations 

¶ Advocate for enforcement patrols to improve compliance  

¶ Education and events to raise awareness 

¶ Media to encourage choosing appropriate beaches for dog walking and 

the need to leash dogs where permitted  

¶ ȬA Review of Dog Impacts to Beach-nesting Birds and 

Management Solutionsȭ can be found here: 

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php?pathway=4
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https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php?pathw

ay=4 

 

Prevent 

crushing; 

Minimise 

disturbance; 

Habitat 

preservatio

n  

¶ Vehicle regulations clearly displayed  

¶ Investigate current levels of compliance with vehicle 

regulations 

¶ Advocate for enforcement patrols to improve 

compliance  

¶ Education to raise awareness - Harm to birds can be 

minimised if best practice protocols are followed e.g. If 

driven slowly, below high-tide mark, and only at low 

tide, this can minimise risk of crushing eggs and chicks. 

 

  

  

 Native 

predators 

Minimise 

predation  

¶ Investigate impact of predators using remote cameras  

¶ Discourage feeding wildlife - education 

¶ Reduce litter   

¶ Where appropriate provide bins for beachgoers to dispose of their 

rubbish and ensure these are firm closing and emptied regularly  

  

  

 

Introduced 

predators 

Minimise 

predation  

¶ Investigate impact of predators using remote cameras  

¶ Investigate the potential for a coordinated and collaborative fox control 

program  

¶ Fox control (bait, trap, shoot, den fumigation), ideally once before the 

breeding season commences (July/August) and once in the middle of the 

season (November/December) 

¶ Awareness raising on responsible cat ownership   

¶ Feral cat control 

  

  

  

Habitat 

preservatio

n  

¶ Formalise access paths and close off unwanted tracks 

¶ Mapping of priority weeds; Overlay maps of beach-nesting bird 

distribution to select priority sites for weed removal, including Sea-wheat 

Grass and Marram Grass 

¶ Replant with native grasses that are beach-nesting bird friendly and 

maintain habitat suitability (e.g. Hairy Spinifex Spinifex hirsutus and Beach 

Spinifex Spinifex longifolius)  

¶ Avoid brushing and dune matting, or use sparingly and strategically 

 

  

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php?pathway=4
https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php?pathway=4
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Conclusions and Future Directions   

Effective conservation of Hooded Plovers, and other beach-nesting birds, in the Capes region 

requires a comprehensive, multi-faceted management approach that addresses the diverse threats 

facing this vulnerable species. The following future directions outline priority actions, from 

community engagement and regulatory enforcement to direct habitat management, designed to 

create measurable improvements in breeding success of beach-nesting birds. 

Raising awareness about beach-nesting birds is critical for their conservation in Western Australia. 

The local community must not only recognise the presence of these birds on their beaches but also 

comprehend the severe threats they face. Effective awareness campaigns  can be achieved through 

multiple channels: targeted educational programs in schools and community groups, interpretive 

permanent signage at known breeding sites, partnerships with NRM organisations and tourism 

operators, and social media campaigns. By fostering a sense of stewardship  within coastal 

communities, we can transform beachgoers from inadvertent threats into active guardians, creating 

a network of informed advocates  who understand that simple actions, such as keeping dogs on 

leashes and avoiding signed breeding sites, can significantly enhance the long-term survival 

prospects of these remarkable species. 

While the Capes region has a core group of highly dedicated volunteers, land managers and 

stakeholders, growing the volunteer numbers and  expanding this network  would significantly 

boost monitoring  efforts and ensure more immediate management responses. It is critical to 

maintain an adaptive management approach for beach-nesting bird conservation, and this should 

include biannual stakeholder meetings and regular reviews of the data. 

Poor compliance with vehicle and dog regulations across Hooded Plover breeding territories  

necessitates strategic investment in enhanced enforcement procedures. Priority should be given to 

expanding ranger presence during critical breeding periods , implementing rapid response 

protocols for disturbance incidents, and strengthening community education  through improved 

signage and awareness programs. Without adequate investment in compliance infrastructure, 

existing regulations will  remain ineffective, perpetuating habitat degradation and conservation 

setbacks for all beach-nesting birds. 

Strategic weed removal  represents a crucial intervention for Hooded Plover conservation, directly 

restoring the sparse vegetation structure essential for predator detection and nest site selection. 

Focus should target problematic species like Marram Grass and Sea Wheat Grass within established 
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breeding territories , where vegetation density and altered beach profiles most critically impacts 

breeding success. Staged removal efforts must be followed by appropriate native revegetation  

using species naturally present in the upper beach and foredune zones.  

Effective predator control, with particular emphasis on strategic fox management  before and 

throughout the breeding season, is fundamental to enhancing beach-nesting bird reproductive 

success. Achieving meaningful outcomes requires coordinated regional efforts that simultaneously 

protect beach-nesting species and enhance conservation outcomes for all native wildlife. 

Implementation of these integrated management strategies requires coordinated effort and 

sustained commitment from all stakeholders. Success depends on adequate resource allocation and 

capacity, continued strong partnerships between stakeholders, and ongoing community support. 

Implementation of these recommendations positions the Capes region to build upon its foundation 

of dedicated community volunteers and strong stakeholder partnerships, establishing a BNB 

program that leads beach-nesting bird conservation in Western Australia. 
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